
To Governors (seven of MHEC - exclude Nebraska and Indiana) 

Dear Governor 

The Midwest Higher Education Commission has on its agenda for the meeting on 
June 19 the concept of creating an electronic clearinghouse, to foster the exchange of courses 
that are delivered by electronic technology. 

We three governors are among the members of the board of trustees of the Western 
Governors University, involving 18 states. The board of the WGU has recently taken action 
that would enable your state to participate and have courses listed on the WGU electronic 
Smart Catalog, which will be available on the Internet in a few weeks. Two MHEC states, 
Nebraska and Indiana, have already joined WGU. Other eastern states are now considering 
1ommg. 

We would like to propose that you request your representatives on the MHEC to 
consider having your state meet the laudable MHEC goals through the new WGU Smart 
Catalog. It will truly be the largest and most advanced global "mall" to which students and 
colleges and businesses will turn to get access to the full market of courses and programs. 

Your state and MHEC could arrange to have your colleges share courses and market 
their course offerings in several ways: 

1. Your state could choose to join the other 18 states who are already full voting 
members of the WGU (a $100,000 one-time fee is assessed). 

2. Your individual institutions could elect to have programs and courses listed in the 
WGU Smart Catalog even if your state does not join as a state. The board set token 
dues of $3,000 to be paid by each college for a three-year membership in states that 
are WGU members, or a $10,000 ($3,300 per year) fee paid by each college for a 
three-year membership if that college is not located in a WGU member state (see 
attached dues schedule). 

If neither of these options seems appropriate, WGU could explore some other strategic 
partnership that would be appropriate to have colleges in MHEC states participate in the 
WGU Smart Catalog. 

We hope you will give consideration to joining this new national and global 
partnership that can best serve all of the states, and all of the institutions. 

Do not hesitate to phone any of the three of us, or Dr. Jeff Livingston at 
(801) 575-5358 or Dr. Robert Albrecht at (303)365-7500 of the WGU staff if you would like to 
discuss this. 

Sincerely, 

Ben Nelson Roy Romer Mike Leavitt 
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