
Virtual classes 
to start in West 
next summer 

·'"By CARL HILLIARD 
Associated Press Writer 

DENVER - When Wester 
Governors University opens ne:> 
June, students can take classe 
in a dozen Western states b 
logging on to the nearest corr 
puter, or plugging in a videocaf 
sette. Teacher conferences ma 
be conducted by e-mail. 

Organizers say it will be th 
world flagship for long-distanc 
learning , with a faculty fror 
more than 900 schools in Arizc 
na , Colorado, Hawaii, Idahc 
Montana, Nebraska, New Mex: 
co, North Dakota , Oregon, Utar 
Washington and Wyoming. 

WGU, which will confer de 
grees just like any other collegf 
"is probably the most develope 1 

plan of its kind in the work 
right now," said Sally Johnston 
of the Western Interstate Com 
mission for Higher Education. 

The project's chief promoter 
a,re Govs. Roy Romer of Colo 
rado and Mike Leavitt of Uta.t 
They persuaded fellow governor 
earlier this year to contribut 1 
$100,000 each toward the $6 mil 
lion to $10 million needed fo 
start-up costs . 

But much of the startup mon 
ey is expected to come from in 
dustry, which needs to trail 
workers in specific skills , accord 
ing to Johnstone . 

Romer said students will b, 
able to consult an "electroni1 
catalogue" that will allow then 
to choose how they want to learJ 
and when they want to study. I 
searches course offerings fo 
them at participating colleges . 

Although courses , will · b, 
drawn from Western schools 
students from outside the regio1 
will be allowed to enroll. 

Students may sign up througl 
WGU, which may be staffed b: 
20 or 30 people, Johnstone said 
A headquarters site has not ye 
been found. Tuition and fees wil 
be paid to WGU, which will the1 
pay contributing schools anc 
teachers. 
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