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Western Governors U. to Be Based in Denver and Salt Lake 
City 
By Goldie Blumenstyk I JANUARY 10, 1997 

"PREMIUM 

The new Western Governors University will establish its corporate offices in Salt Lake City and its academic operations in Denver -

the capitals of the two states whose governors are the most visible backers of the new-style institution. 

Utah Governor Mike Leavitt, a Republican, and Colorado's Governor Roy Romer, a Democrat, along with colleagues from the 

Western Governors' Association, have been pushing for the new, "virtual university" as a supplement to existing higher education. 

The Western Governors University plans to teach through video courses, tutorials delivered over the Internet, and other technologies, 

using course work taken from established colleges and universities or from publishers and software developers. 

Officials hope to offer courses by fall, although it is far from certain that the new institution will have its financing in order by then or 

have received accreditation. 

Toward those ends , the university's steering committee has hired Max Farbman, a Salt Lake City lawyer who recently ran Governor 

Leavitt's re-election campaign, as development director. The committee has also engaged Monitor Company, a consulting 

organization based in Cambridge, Mass ., to develop a business plan . 

The steering committee, which includes the governors of 13 participating states and their appointees, plans to reconstitute itself as 

the institution's Board of Trustees once the university is formally incorporated as a legal entity. Michael Goldstein, a Washington 

lawyer who was also hired as the institution's general counsel, said he expected incorporation to take place early this year. 

Mr. Goldstein said the institution was likely to seek approval from all three of the regional accrediting bodies with jurisdiction for the 

participating states. The institution also plans to establish at least one physical center in each state, and be licensed in each state. 
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