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WGU Board Elects 
Officers, Adopts Bylaws 

The Board of Trustees for the 
Western Governors University, meeting 
for the first time since its incorpora
tion, elected Governors Mike Leavitt 
of Utah and Roy Romer of Colorado 
as co-chairs and appointed an interim 
chief executive officer and academic 
officer to run the nonprofit corporation. 

The board met Feb. 3 in Washington, 
D.C. and took several actions to for
malize its operations following the 
WGU's incorporation on January 15. 
The board adopted bylaws that will 
govern the 13-state operation and 
elected an executive committee to 
oversee corporate affairs. Wyoming 
Gov. Jim Geringer and Nebraska Gov. 
Ben Nelson will join Leavitt and 
Romer on the executive committee. 
A fifth member will be elected at the 
next board meeting this spring. 

Dr. E. Jeffery Livingston will serve 
as the WGU's Chief Executive officer 
and will be based in Salt Lake City. 
He is the former Associate Commis
sioner for Technology for the Utah 
System of Higher Education. Dr. 
Robert Albrecht will serve as Chief 
Academic Officer. He previously 
served as Associate Provost for the 
University of Colorado, coordinating 
technology projects among its four 
campuses. He will be based in Denver. 

The board noted that these are 
interim appointments until the WGU 
is fully operational. It is expected to 
begin offering courses by early 1998. 
The trustees also approved the desig
nation of Michael B. Goldstein to 
serve as Corporate Secretary and 
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General Counsel. 
"These appointments and the 

incorporation serve as a real milestone 
for the WGU, "Romer said. "Its key 
components are still being devel
oped, but the WGU has clearly moved 
a giant step beyond being a good idea." 

Leavitt described the WGU as a 
"freeport" for educational providers to 
reach a growing populace of lifelong 
learners and for students to have 
access to quality, "anywhere-anytime" 
educational opportunities. The WGU 
will use an Internet-based, Smart 
Catalog/ Adviser to off er courses and 
provide student services; will offer its 
own competency-based degrees and 
workplace certification; and will 
broker courses for traditional and 
nontraditional educational providers. 

"The WGU is being described by 
many higher education experts as 
one of the most promising and exten
sive distance learning efforts in the 
country," Leavitt said. "We are work
ing very hard with the higher education 
community, the accrediting agencies 
and the corporate world to make sure 
we fulfill that promise by creating a 
quality learning institution for the 
Cybercentury." · 

The board comprises the gover
nors of 13 western states and addi
tional appointees made by each gov
ernor. The board members are: 
Arizona-Gov. Fife Symington 
Colorado-Gov. Roy Romer and 
John Buechner, President, University 
of Colorado 

Continued on page 4 



Members of the Board of Trustees for the Western 
Governors University took a few moments during their first 
official meeting last month to off er their thoughts on the 
value of this new learning system and its potential impact on 
higher education. The WGU News would like to share with its 
readers some of those remarks. 

Wyoming Gov. Jim Geringer said the 13 participating 
states are thinking strategically of ways to increase access to 
a quality education for a growing populace and how to 
resolve problems together that might be too difficult for a 
single state to manage or pay for. 

"The WGU is not so much revolutionary as it is timely," 
Geringer said, noting that other distance learning efforts are 
underway. "Whoever is first to come up with the organiza
tional idea will be the magnate." 

'We now have an opportunity to bring the West 
together that wouldn't have been possible 
decades ago. The thinking wouldn't have 

allowed it. Technology wouldn't have allowed it." 
-Nebraska Gov. Ben Nelson 

Geringer, along with Nebraska Gov. Ben Nelson, were 
elected to serve on the five-member executive committee. 
Nelson thanked the board's co-chairs, Governors Mike Leavitt 
of Utah and Roy Romer of Colorado, for "thinking of [the 
WGU], incubating it, and hatching it at the right time." 

"We now have an opportunity to bring the West together 
that wouldn't have been possible decades ago," Nelson said. 
"The thinking wouldn't have allowed it. Technology wouldn't 
have allowed it." 

Trustee John Buechner, President of the University of 
Colorado, said our perception of what constitutes an education 
has changed in that "schooling is out and learning is in." He 
said higher education institutions in Colorado and elsewhere 
are already doing much to increase access to higher education 
for traditional students and non traditional students-working 
adults, parents and others-but more needs to be done. 

"It behooves us to be a part of what is going on in the 
region, as well as what's going on in the world and [our] 
states," Buechner said. 

David Powers, Executive Director of the Nebraska 
Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education, said 
the WGU is changing the paradigm for higher education by 
taking advantage of all available technology, but that is not 
the most significant feature of the WGU. 

"Interstate sharing is the most profound change," Powers 
said, adding that "only the governors could have done it." 
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Educators 
Assist in 
Planning 

Whether they're registering 
for classes, buying textbooks, or 
seeking help from an advisor, stu
dents of the Western Governors 
University will benefit from plan
ning assistance provided by some 
of the country's most experienced 
educators. 

In designing the full range of 
student services for WGU, the 
Western Cooperative for Educational 
Telecommunications has enlisted 
the help of people - mostly from 
western colleges and universities 
- who have been identified as 
leaders in specialties ranging from 
librarian to counselor. 

In working with WGU, these 
advisers represent major associa
tions in their fields, with initials 
like AACRAO or NASPA. AACRAO 
(American Association of 
Collegiate Registrars and Admissions 
Officers) has provided advice on 
systems for trouble-free registration 
and to assure student records will 
be accurate and secure as they are 
transmitted between WGU and 
those providing coursework. 

A series of small-group plan
ning sessions from late January 
through February focused on 
bookstore operations, library 
access, and advising services from 
program planning to course-related 
advising and tutoring. 

Directors of some of the 
major university bookstores in the 
region have met to discuss ways 
that WGU students - wherever 
they are - can get timely, econom
ical delivery of course materials 
which may include everything 
from textbooks to software and 
videocassettes. The National 
Association of College Stores 
(NACS) helped plan the meeting 
and suggested the participants. 

Library service has been the 
focus of several earlier sessions, 

Continued on page 3 



AT&T Grant Boosts WGU Effort 

Governors Ed Schafer, ND. , Roy Romer, Colo., and Mike Leavitt, Utah (far right), receive 
check for WGU from AT&T Vice Presidents Mary Beth Vitale and Rick Bailey. 

The Western Governors 
University has been awarded 
a $250,000 grant from the 
AT&T Foundation, which 
will assist the new entity in 
reaching its goal of raising 
over $8 million in start-up 
funds. 

"We appreciate AT&T's 
commitment to the Western 
Governors University," Utah 
Gov. Mike Leavitt said. 

Educators 
Continued from page 2 

including an invitational 
meeting of library directors 
from WGU states and an 
important session at the 
Western Cooperative's 
annual meeting in 
November. Well-known 
professional groups such as 
CARL and OCLC, not to 
mention the region's state 
librarians, have been work
ing on some of the issues 
posed by WGU. In February 
a small group representing 
several of these interests 

"This grant will help us reach our goal 
of providing increased access to stu
dents and a broader market for edu
cational services." 

"Technology is absolutely revolu
tionizing education," Colorado Gov. 
Roy Romer said, "and AT&T's gen
erosity will help WGU provide new 
and innovative educational opportu
nities to people in Colorado and 
throughout the West." 

Rick Bailey, AT&T's law and 

met to consider practical ways to 
build high-quality library service into 
WGU plans. 

1\vo important sessions dealt 
with ways in which effective academic 
advising, student program planning, 
career counseling, and related issues 
can be handled in the "virtual" envi
ronment of the Western Governors 
University. A five-person working 
group from the National Association 
of Student Personnel Administrators 
(NASPA) provided advice on a broad 
range of student services issues during 
a meeting in late January. In February 
the Cooperative's planners met with a 
group from the National Academic 
Advising Association (NACADA), 
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government affairs vice president 
said the foundation is committed to 
supporting projects that benefit educa
tion and serve the needs of the public. 

"The Western Governors 
University is clearly such a project," 
Bailey said. "It's a bold, 'break the 
mold' approach to higher education 
in western states, and we're very 
excited to be a part of it." 

The WGU expects to have a pilot 
program up and running later this 
year and to begin accepting students 
by early 1998. 

Each participating governor has 
pledged $100,000 to launch the WGU. 
In addition, the WGU is seeking 
necessary start-up funds from corpo
rations and foundations. Once it 
begins offering degrees, operating 
funds will come primarily from tuition 
and fees. 

The AT&T Foundation is the prin
cipal instrument for AT&T philanthropy 
in the United States and throughout 
the world. The Foundation awards 
grants to nonprofit institutions for 
innovative programs that focus on 
helping people achieve self-sufficiency 
and lead productive lives. 

members of which have been leaders 
in developing computer-based systems 
to help students and their advisors 
with program planning, tracking 
progress toward completion, and 
related areas. 

Meanwhile, further expert coun
sel is working to assure that full WGU 
service will be delivered to students 
with disabilities. And always on the 
menu are such questions as how 
WGU programs and services will be 
reflected in the online Smart Catalog/ 
Adviser, and the myriad decisions 
large and small that make up the 
creation of a university which will 
enroll its first students within a year. 



Board Meets 
Continued from page 1 

Hawaii-Gov. Benjamin Cayetano 
and Kenneth Mortimer, President, 
University of Hawaii 
Idaho-Gov. Phil Batt and 
Rayburn Barton, Executive 
Director, Idaho State Board 
of Education 
Montana-Gov. Marc Racicot 
Nebraska-Gov. Ben Nelson and 
David Powers, Executive Director, 
Nebraska Coordinating Commission 
for Postsecondary Education 
Nevada-Gov. Bob Miller and 
Richard Jarvis, Chancellor, 
University and Community 
College System of Nevada 
New Mexico- Gov. Gary Johnson 
and Bruce Hamlett, Executive 
Director, New Mexico 
Commission on Higher Education 
North Dakota-Gov. Ed Schafer 
and Larry Isaak, Chancellor, North 
Dakota University System 
Oregon-Gov. John A. Kitzhaber, 
and Roger Bassett, Governor's 
Education and Workforce Policy 
Advisor 
Utah-Gov. Mike Leavitt 
Washington-Gov. Gary Locke 
and Sam Smith, President, 
Washington State University 
Wyoming-Gov. Jim Geringer 

Many Thanks! 
The Western Governors 

University has launched an ambi
tious fundraising effort to obtain 
the necessary start up funds of 
over $8 million. AT&T is the most 
recent corporation to offer its 
financial support (see related story 
on page 3). Many other corpora
tions and entities have made cash 
and in-kind contributions over the 
past year, which the trustees 
would like to acknowledge. 

IBM has provided an estimated 
$350,000 in services, most of 
which was used to assist in the 
design and development of a 
mock catalog. 

The Alfred P. Sloan 
Foundation has awarded the 
WGU a $500,000 grant to assist in 
its development. 

International Thomson 
Publishing , one of the world's 
largest publishing companies, has 
contributed $50,000 to the project. 

Educational Management 
Group , a unit of Simon & 
Schuster, the world's largest 
educational publisher, has made 
a $150,000 grant. 

Sun Microsystems 
Computer Company is 
providing computers to both the 
corporate and academic offices in 
Salt Lake City and Denver. 

The Huntsman 
Corporation has donated 
space to the WGU for its corporate 
and administrative headquarters 
in Salt Lake City. The Huntsman 
Corporation is the largest privately 
held chemical company in the 
United States. 

Colorado Community 
College Occupational 
Education System is provid
ing space for WGU's academic 
development offices. Those offices 
are located at the board's Higher 
Education and Advanced 
Technology Center in Aurora, Colo. 

Calendar of Events 
Board of Trustees Meeting 
June 21, 1997 
Bismark, North Dakota 
(Time and Location TBA) 

JWll{'nA/nA/µews ;81o·Ao~hs;;iM 'MMM 

o I 008 o:, 'e1omv 
;;i:,eJd 4l0 I 1se3 0888 

1;;i:,mo :,iw;;ipe:,v JJJ4:,'14:,;;i1q1v ·:, µ;;iqoN 
:s1;;i1rnnbpeJH 1u;;iwdopAJO :,iw;;ipe:,v 

80 I t8 4em 'Al!:) J)[tn 11es 
AeM uew51unH oos 

1;;i:,mo JAJln:,;;ix3 pJ4:,'uo1s8uJAn ·3 AlJJP{ 
:s1;;iµenbpe;;iH ;;i1e1odio:, 

4em 'nJAe;;i1 J)[JW 1ow;;iA09 
ope1010:, '1;;iwoN AON 1owJA09 

s11e4:,-o:, 

AlJSJaAJUfi SJOWaAO!) wa1saM 


	wgu_news_march_1997_001
	wgu_news_march_1997_002
	wgu_news_march_1997_003
	wgu_news_march_1997_004



