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Texas Becomes 17th State to Join WGU 

SALT LAKE CITY, UT -- Western Governors University today announced that 
Texas has become the 17th state to participate in this unique higher education 
project. Texas joins 16 other member states and territories already participating 
in WGU including Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Guam, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, 
Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Utah, 
Washington and Wyoming. 

As with the other participating states, Texas will provide $100,000 in one-time 
money to join the corporation. Texas Gov. George W. Bush will become a 
member of the corporation and will appoint members to represent Texas on WGU 
committees. In addition, Texas will create its own state advisory council to 
provide direction to state interaction with WGU and to coordinate efforts in 
distance delivery. Gov. Bush has also designated Dallas County Community 
College to participate in the WGU pilot program that begins in January 1998. 

"It makes sense for Texas to help develop this virtual university because 
technology will play a large role in our state's future," said Gov. Bush. "The 
Western Governors University can be a valuable tool for Texans to receive 
training and education . Our participation in this unique initiative will help advance 
the technology and make this high-tech concept a reality." 

"WGU welcomes the addition of Texas, a state with excellent traditions of higher 
education and one of the leaders in the nation in distance learning," said 
Colorado Gov. Roy Romer, co-chair of the WGU Board of Trustees. 

"One of WGU's great strengths is the remarkable consensus that has been 
developed between our member states who believe that WGU is positioned to 
take the lead in changing the future of higher education," said WGU co-chair and 
Utah Gov. Mike Leavitt. "We are glad that Texas shares this vision and look 
forward to a fruitful working relationship with Governor Bush and the education 
community there ." 

About Western Governors University 

Western Governors University was formed in 1997 as a result of the interest of 
the governors of the western United States to share higher education distance 
learning resources. WGU is a competency-based, degree-granting, virtual 
university that delivers cost-effective education using the Internet and other 
advanced telecommunications and networking technologies. WGU's mission is to 
expand educational opportunities for learners everywhere, offering courses from 
a wide array of sources. Educational access will be provided to a dispersed 
population of students who might not otherwise have access to higher education 
and to those needing workplace training . WGU's corporate offices are located in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, with academic offices in Denver, Colorado. 
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