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A VIRTUAL UNIVERSITY 

Western Governors University is a new higher education institution that 
offers distance-delivered courses as well as degree and certificate programs 
provided by dozens of existing education providers. The idea for WGU was 
conceived by a group of governors from the western United States to make 
education more accessible to everyone. It has been called a . "virtual" university 
because it is an institution without buildings or campuses. Rather than a physical 
location, WGU's address is an Internet site (http://www.wgu.edu) where students can 
enroll in individual classes, earn a degree or certificate, or search for degree 
programs delivered at a distance from other education providers. This Internet 
site contains WGU's SmartCatalog™, an online· catalog that will help find the 
courses, degree programs and other learning opportunities desired through 
sophisticated online searches. Courses and degree programs are available for 
individuals who want to expand their knowledge of a subject, brush-up skills in a 
particular field, or explore new fields of study. There are both credit and non
credit courses listed in the SmartCatalog™ and both credit-based or competency
based degree programs . Institutions that meet the provider criteria defined by 
WGU are eligible to offer courses and be included in the SmartCatalog™. These 
.can be either traditional universities or colleges or non- traditional sources such as 
business and industry. WGU member states include Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, 
Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas, Utah, Washington, Wyoming and the territory of 
Guam. 

COMPETENCY-BASED PROGRAMS 

Unlike a traditional credit-based program, WGU competency-based 
programs are modeled on a student's demonstrated skills and knowledge, not on 
the number of college credits earned. Students illustrate mastery by passing a 
number of assessments that can range from a pencil-and-paper test to a hands-on 
demonstration of a skill. These assessments correlate to a specific set of 
competencies or performance descriptions. Students work closely with an 
Advisor/Mentor to determine ways of passing an assessment. Since competency
based education is designed to illustrate knowledge of a set of skills, students are 
not required to take a certain number of academic credits or courses. Some 
individuals may already hold the knowledge necessary to pass an assessment 
either through their past coursework or work experience. In any case, this 
learning model is designed to make sure that students can demonstrate 
competency in a particular area and that employers or prospective employers can 
have confidence · in a student's knowledge and abilities. 
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WGU presently offers two competency-based degree programs and one certificate program: 

Associate of Arts Degree: This competency-based degree program stresses basic academic 
and critical thinking skills, useful in any field of study or profession. It is designed as a strong 
cross-disciplinary, two-year degree that could form the academic foundation for a student who 
wishes to transfer into a four-year program. 

Associate of Applied Sciences in Electrical Manufacturing Technology: This 
competency-based degree program will appeal to students interested in occupations directly 
related to the production and assembly of complex electronic devices and their most important 
components including microprocessors, display and storage devices. 

Certificate in Electronic Manufacturing Technology: This certificate program deals with 
occupations related to the production and assembly of complex electronic devices, 
microprocessors, display and storage devices. 

SmartCatalog™ 

The driving force behind the innovative nature of WGU and the key to providing 
increased ·access to educational · opportunities without significantly increasing the cost is the 
WGU SmartCatalogTM_ · ·This Internet-based catalog will serve as the student's primary source 
of contact with WGU and will list various courses · offered by traditional and non-traditional 
providers. It will be much more than just a course listing. Most importantly, it will map out the 
skills that need to be mastered in order to receive a WGU competency-based credential. 
Students will be able to use the catalog to assist in assessing their existing skills and determine 
which additional competencies are needed. The catalog also provides a valuable link to WGU 
Advisor/Mentors to help students select the correct courses and ensure their success. Students 
will use the SmartCatalog TM to create a personal profile, in which they will indicate convenient 
times for taking courses and preferred methods for course delivery ( e.g. the Internet, computer 
software, videotapes or satellite). The catalog will use a student's profile to intelligently search 
for courses or programs that meet a student's specified criteria. Business partnerships 
established with WGU will allow employers to train their employees in specific areas with the 
knowledge that what the employees are receiving educationally meets the training demands 
needed by that business and industry. 

ACCREDITATION 

Western Governors University has received "eligibility for candidacy" status from the 
Inter-Regional Accreditation Committee (IRAC). This status signifies that WGU has taken the 
necessary steps toward establishing a quality institution with the potential for future 
accreditation. IRAC is a higher education accrediting group designed to address the unique 
competency-based, multi-regional distance learning operations of Western Governors University. 
IRAC formulated the Eligibility Requirements, Accreditation Standards and the candidacy 
process that WGU is following. IRAC was formed through the collaboration of four regional 



accrediting associat10ns, including North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, 
Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges, Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
(Accrediting Commission for Senior Colleges and Universities , and Accrediting Commission for 
Community and Junior Colleges). These four associations empowered IRAC to develop an 
accrediting process for WGU. 

ACCESSIBILITY 

Western Governors University is poised to service students from around the world. 
Many students cannot depend on traditional classrooms to provide them with the education they 
need to compete in today's workforce. This includes parents who need to study when their 
children are in bed; disabled students who cannot obtain transportation; rural students with no 
access to a college campus; night students who work day jobs; and students who are already in 
the workforce but want to advance to a better career to improve their future. Western Governors 
University and distance education are the keys to their future. WGU is committed to providing 
access to educational products through the establishment of local learning and assessment centers 
where students can find access to provider-taught courses as well as WGU assessments. With 
offerings of competency-based certifications and degrees; corporate training programs; brokered 
courses and degrees; and ,clearing house services through the SmartCatalog TM ; Western 
Governors University holds a unique position in the rapidly . growing and evolving distance 

. education arena. 

For more information about Western Governors University visit our home page at www.wgu ~edu. · 

Western Governors University 

Corporate Headquarters 
305 West North Temple 
Four Triad Center, Suite 850 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84180 
Phone: (801) 575-5358 
Fax: (801) 575-5385 

Academic Headquarters 
8880 E. 10th Place 
Aurora, Colorado 80010 
Phone: (303) 365-7500 
Fax: (303) 739-2904 
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