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Huge 'virtual' university will be centered in S.l.1. 

By Jenifer K. Nii, staff writer 
Western Governors University and the Open University of the United States announced Friday their 
collaboration to fonn a third "virtual" university to serve students in the United States and its territories. 

The new school will be called the Governors Open University System and will have its headquarters in Salt 
Lake City, Utah Gov. Mike Leavitt said. 

"This is, I believe, a historic marker on the road of transition," he said. The Governors Open University 
System will provide distance learning on a new, higher level, offering students their choices of competency 
and credit-based courses and degrees. Previously, only competency-based degrees were available through 
WGU 

Leavitt made the announcement at a press conference broadcast live over the Internet from New York City, 
joined by Colorado Gov. Roy Romer, WGU co-chairn1an; WGU chief executive officer Jeff Livingston; 
and Sir John Daniel, vice chancellor of the Open University-United Kingdom. 

The Governors Open University System will be led by a board of directors from the 18 states and 
participating institutions, Leavitt said, as well as others who have yet to be chosen . The transition should be 
completed by early 1999. Until then, the system will operate under a memorandum of understanding 
between WGU and The Open University-US. and UK . 

Start-up funding for the new university will come from the participating entitites in the fo1111 of cash and 
other assets, Leavitt said . 

The Open University-US. received a loan from its mother institution , OU-United Kingdom, Britain's 
largest distance-learning institution. OU-UK is a nationally funded institution that boasts more than 
200 ,000 students throughout the United Kingdom and Eurnpe. 

Daniel said OU-UK was easily persuaded to team up with WGU 

"We are immensely excited by the possibility of working together .. . to create something potentially very 
big and very important," Daniel said . He said OU-UK was impressed with the support various political 
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leaders - like Govs. Leavitt and Romer - have given distance education, as well as the vast geographical 
area the new university would encompass. , .. 

Daniel assured listeners that paying for the school shouldn't be a problem. Without the overhead and 
incidental costs a traditional university bears, distance-learning institutions "can be an economically viable 
operation in very short order." 

WGU has yet to experience that, however. Unlike OU-UK , WGU operates largely on $10 million 
appropriated by the 18 participating states and $6 million from corporate sponsorship, Leavitt said. Though 
he said WGU is financially viable and has strong support from its sponsors , he admitted the scl1ool's budget 
is far smaller than the "very well-financed" OU. 

In its inaugural year , Western Governors University also was hampered by low enrollment. Leavitt 
conceded the university has experienced slow growth in its competency-based programs but said he 
remains committed to the concept of using new technology to meet the needs of nontraditional students . He 
expects distance learning to continue to grow steadily, especially as programs and technology become 
better and more accessible. The evolution from WGU to the Governors Open University System is 
evidence of that, he said . 

"We will combine the innovation of Western Governors University's competency-based degrees with the 
world-class cuniculum and unparalled expertise of the OU-UK," Leavitt said . 

During the transition , WGU will continue to pursue its course of offering competency-based degrees while 
adding credit-based degree programs, and the cuniculum of The Open University will be mapped to offer 
competency-based degrees to create synergy between the two institutions. 

"This is a powerful shaping force in the future of education around the world," Leavitt said. "We will 
clearly be seen as the leader in the world of distance learning." 

© 2000 Deseret News Publishing Co. 

-------~----- ·--------------~--·-------
Retum to front ea,:e 

·· 7!7.'2000 l {):59 A i 


	wgu_archives_binder1_00119
	wgu_archives_binder1_00120

