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Western Governors University will create a distance-education

consortium with the American arm of Britain's well-known Open

University, officials of the two virtual universities announced Friday.

"Thereare lots of students familiarwith the traditionalsystem, and they are seeking credit-basedcourses and degrees."
The new organization, called the Governors Open University System , will serve as a front end for the two universities , and students
enrolled in either institution will be able to take courses through the other. But officials of the two universities said the deal was not a
merger, because both institutions will continue to operate independently .
Open University, which was founded in 1969, provides video and Internet-based

courses to more than 200,000 students around the

world. The students earn course credits that can be applied toward degrees, just like credits earned at traditional institutions.
W.G.U. was founded in 1997 and began enrolling students in September. Rather than counting credits, however, the university grants
degrees and certifications based on assessments of students ' knowledge of various subjects ; students can gain knowledge in courses
offered by colleges and universities in 17 states and Guam.
E. Jeffrey Livingston, W.G.U.'s chief executive officer, said the new agreement would fuel his university 's programs by providing many
new courses to prepare students for their degrees, which they earn by passing examinations.
Michael 0 . Leavitt, the Republican Governor of Utah and a co-chairman of W.G.U.'s Board of Trustees, said the new organization
would be financed and supported equally by the two universities and would make its headquarters in Salt Lake City, where W.G.U. 's
administrative offices are based. Speaking at a news conference called to announce the agreement, he also said the consortium
would be governed by a Board of Trustees made up of representatives from the two universities.
Mr. Livingston said the new organization would have its own staff, which he said would most likely handle accounting and marketing,
and might also administer financial-aid programs .
According to Mr. Livingston, on e of the biggest benefits of the agreement would come from the melding of the institutions'
fundamentally different styles of education. Western Governors' competency-based

approach has been used in corporate training,

which W.G.U. also offers, but it has yet to prove successful in mor e-traditional academic subjects. "For the student, competency based will take a bit longer to get credibility," said Mr. Livingston.
"There are lots of students familiar with the traditional system, and they are seeking credit-based courses and degrees," he said. The
new agreement will let the institutions offer both credit- and competency-based
student, as well as one that may be interested in the competency-based,
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programs, he said. "This allows us to approach that

so we meet both markets."

