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Western Governors University Nominated for Prestigious 
Computerworld Smithsonian Award 

WGU becomes part of Permanent Research Collection at Smithsonian 
Institution's National Museum of American History 

SALT LAKE CITY - Western Governors University (WGU) announced today that 
the university has been nominated for a Computerworld Smithsonian Award, 
recognizing WGU for visionary use of information technology in education. And 
that as a nominee, a case study on WGU will become part of the Institution's 
Permanent Research Collection at the National Museum of American History. 

"This is a tremendous honor for Western Governors University and a real 
testament to both the technological vision and the actual implementation of this 
unique university," said Bob Mendenhall, president of WGU. 

Each year, the Computerworld Smithsonian Chairman's Committee nominates 
individuals or organizations whose visionary use of information technology 
produce positive social, economic and educational change. These nominees are 
then included in the National IT Innovation Collection. Mr. Eric Benhamou, chief 
executive officer of 3Com Corporation, nominated Western Governors University 
for consideration . 

"The primary source material submitted by Western Governors University will 
enrich the National Museum of American History's growing collection on the 
history of information technology, and contribute significantly to the museum's on
going efforts to chronicle the Information Age," said Spencer R. Crew, director of 
the National Museum of American History. The museum is part of the 
Smithsonian Institution, which was founded in 1846, and includes a complex of 
16 museums, seven research facilities and the National Zoo. 

Western Governors University is part of the 1999 collection that includes over 
470 innovative applications of technology from 42 states and 22 countries. 

About the Computerworld Smithsonian Awards Program 

Founded in 1989, the Computerworld Smithsonian Program searches for and 
recognizes individuals who have demonstrated vision and leadership as they 
strive to use information technology in innovative ways across 10 categories: 
Business and Related Services; Education and Academia; Environment, Energy 
and Agriculture; Finance Insurance and Real Estate; Government and Non-Profit 
Organizations; Manufacturing; Media, Arts and Entertainment; Medicine; 
Science; and Transportation . 

Founded in 1846, the Smithsonian Institution is dedicated to the increase and 
diffusion of knowledge . According to Dan Morrow, executive director of the 
Computerworld Smithsonian Awards Program, "Materials submitted enrich the 
Smithsonian's growing permanent collection on the Information Age, and help the 
institution build an accurate historical record of the truly outstanding 
achievements being made in these remarkable times ." 

Case Studies from the 1999 Collection will be made available to the public next 
summer on the Innovation Network Web site at http://innovate .si.edu , where the 
entire 10-year collection is available to citizens, scholars and researchers 
worldwide. The Innovation Network Web site also offers visitors an opportunity to 
record their impressions of the information technology revolution in the national 
record. 

AboutWGU 

WGU is a competency-based, degree-granting, virtual university that delivers 
cost-effective education using the Internet and other advanced 
telecommunications and networking technologies . WGU's mission is to expand 
educational opportunities for learners everywhere by offering online access to 
courses from universities, colleges and corporate training programs through its 
unique Catalog. 

WGU was formed in 1996 as a result of the vision of the governors of the 
Western United States to share higher education distance learning resources . 
WGU's administrative offices are located in Salt Lake City, Utah, and its 
academic offices are in Denver, Colorado. 
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