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Western Governors University passed a crucial milestone in its quest for accreditation last week when a consortium of regional 

accreditors awarded the online university candidate status. 

The decision came after two years of assessment by the Inter-Regional Accrediting Committee, which is made up of four regional 

accrediting agencies that will jointly determine whether W.G.U. gains full accreditation. 

Winning accreditation is a three-step process: An institution achieves eligibility, then candidacy, and finally full accreditation. 

Candidate status gives the university more legitimacy and should help boost enrollment, said Greg Gough, director of enrollment at 

W.G.U. Students benefit by being more likely to receive tuition reimbursements from employers and being able to transfer credits to 

other universities more easily, he said. 

Mr. Gough said he was confident that W.G.U. would eventually be awarded full accreditation after further evaluation, which typically 

takes two to five years. "We have met every educational standard that has been put before us -- the same standards that are put 

before traditional universities," he said. "Candidacy status is the big nod." 

The accreditors will continue to look at howW.G.U. carries out its policies and how it performs in graduating students, said the Rev. 

Patrick J. Ford, who is academic vice president at Gonzaga University and also chairman of the accrediting committee. He said 

W.G.U. had shown that it had a strong academic program. 

"Our team was very impressed," Father Ford said. "It continues to be a fascinating experiment." 

When W.G.U. opened its doors in 1998, accreditors were perplexed by the challenges of evaluating the institution. It is a virtual 

university with two headquarters, one in Salt Lake City and another in Denver. It doesn't teach its own courses, but instead has 

partnerships with other institutions all over the United States to provide instruction through distance education. And it awards 

degrees by assessing students' knowledge through a set of competency-based exams. 

Accreditors decided to form a consortium to evaluate W.G.U. because its facilities were dispersed and the actual courses came from 

institutions in several regions. Evaluators were originally scheduled to award candidacy this past May, but they decided to wait 

because the complexities of competency-based education raised too many questions. 

Members of the committee now believe that W.G.U. has answered all outstanding questions and could be well on its way to 

becoming a fully accredited university, Father Ford said. 

"As a unique, online, degree-granting institution that offers competency-based degree programs, this is a great show of progress for 

W.G.U. and for distance education as a whole," said Robert W. Mendenhall, the university's president, in a prepared statement. 

"More important, for our students this means that a W.G.U. education is more valuable than ever." 
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