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Alternative Teacher Certification
Plan on Tap
BY HEATHER MAY
THE SALT LAKE
TRIBUNE

- --r

-

- - o-

-

- - -

Sunday,
September 9,
2001

El>1AlL THIS
ARTICLE

Utah's educators and wannabe teachers who desire
training in math, science, technology or reading, but
do not have time to attend a traditional university,
soon can earn degrees through Western Governors
University.
Gov. Mike Leavitt is expected to announce a new
teacher alternative certification program aimed at
rural educators on Monday at Washington Elementary
School in Salt Lake City.
Leavitt is a trustee of the online university, which
plans to sponsor up to 25 scholarships for teachers
needing extra training, as well as people who want to
become teachers, said Rich Kendell, the governor's
deputy for education.
Organizers are hoping the program attracts about
200 teachers and trainees.
"There are people out there who may be at a stage
in their career where they want to make a change,"
Kendell said. "They may be retiring from an
occupation and still feeling vital and wanting to teach.
This is a way for them to get into the business."
Alternative routes to teacher certification are
available, but limited.
WGU still needs to develop the teacher preparation
program, and gain the approval of the state Board of
Education. The Board of Regents, which oversees
Utah's public colleges and universities with teacher
preparation programs, is expected to lend its
expertise, Kendell said.
The new initiative complements another Leavitt pet
project passed in the 2001 Legislature. The Public
Education Job Enhancement Program is meant to
attract, retain and retrain secondary math, science and
technology teachers with bonuses and scholarships .
WGU has benefited from that program as well,
receiving $1 million from the $9.9 million fund to
train principals in technology_
http://www.sltrib.com /200l /sep/09092001 /utah/130602 .htm
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This newest initiative is meant to help rural
secondary schools struggling to attract teachers, where
current teachers often teach out of their area of
expertise. Statewide, 1,000 teachers temporarily work
without proper credentials.
Under the proposal, rural school districts will also
kick in money to help pay for separate scholarships to
WGU.
Brent Thome, Sevier School District
superintendent and president of the Rural Schools
Association, said small schools, which may have only
10 educators, struggle to cover the wide range of
state-required classes. Teachers with math degrees
may end up teaching English or science .
Teachers are required by the state to get proper
training to continue teaching out of their area. But
finding services can present another challenge.
"It's difficult to go back to school in the summer
when you're 4 1/2 hours from the nearest university,"
Thome said.
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