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Governor Launches New Master's Degree 
Scholarship Drive for Teachers 

Governor Mike Leavitt launched a private 
scholarship program to provide professional 
development opportunities for Utah school
teachers on December 11, 2001. The Governor 
announced a statewide initiative scholarship 
fund that will provide 100 scholarships to 
allow current teachers to gain master's degrees 
in Learning and Technology from WGU. 

Two scholarships donated by Zions Bank 
are named after Governor Leavitt and Utah 
First Lady, Jacalyn Leavitt. "Zions Bank recog
nizes the tremendous influence for good our 
teachers have on the lives of our children," said 
Scott Anderson, president and chief executive 
officer of Zions Bank. "As a supporter of educa
tion in Utah for more than 128 years, we are 
proud to be among the first to provide support 
to the state's effort to raise 100 scholarships." 

Andrew Raguskus, president and chief 
executive officer of Sonic Innovations added, 

Fred Ball, (left) Senior Vice President of Zion's Bank, donates 
two scholarships to the Governor's Scholarship Fund for Utah 
teachers to earn Master's Degrees in Learning and Technology 
from Western Governors University. Utah Governor Mike Leavitt 
launches the private scholarship drive at Whittier Elementary 
School with the help of corporate sponsors. 

"We are very pleased to be sponsoring scholarships for these teachers. We fully support the 
intentions of this program that will have an impact on our teachers, our kids, our schools, 
and ultimately on the success of the high tech segment of Utah's economy," he said. 

Utah Governor, Mike Leavitt and WGU Provost 
and Academic Vice President, Chip Johnstone 
confer a Master of Arts in Learning and Tech
nology on Kristy Yeschick, an instructional 
services specialist for the Wasatch Front South 
Applied Technology Center. 

"We have an ongoing need which these scholarships 
are helping us meet," the Governor said. "We have 
invested millions in putting technology into our schools, 
but have not invested sufficiently in training our teachers 
to effectively integrate technology into their classroom 
teaching. Nationally, only 20% of teachers report being 
comfortable with using technology in the classroom, 
and I suspect the numbers aren't much better for Utah 
teachers." In addition, acquiring a master's degree will 
allow Utah teachers to move up the salary scale, pro
viding an incentive for these teachers to stay in schools 
rather than leaving for more pay in business. 



MISSION STATEMENT 

To develop a scholarship 
fund which would provide 
100 scholarships to practicing 
teachers to upgrade their skills 
in Learning and Technology. 
Corporations and foundations 
may sponsor the development 
of particular degrees, or sponsor 
scholarships in particular 
school districts. 

The WGU Utah MLT scholar
ship drive is a statewide initiative 
to provide master's degrees to 
K-12 teachers in learning and 
technology. 

WGU degrees are delivered 
online over the Internet, making 
them accessible to all, including 
teachers working full-time and 
those in rural Utah. WGU is the 
only online university offering 
competency-based degrees, which 
ensures teacher competency but 

Utah Governor, Mike Leavitt, confers a 
Master of Arts in Learning and Technology 
from WGU on Shauna Bagley, a business 
education teacher at Piute High School, 
Marysville, Utah. 
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"Super" Dell Shanze of Totally 

Awesome Computers speaks to 

a class of elementary students 

at Whittier Elementary School. 

Governor Mike Leavitt accepts 

a corporate donation to pro

vide scholarships that send 

Utah teachers back to school 

in the fields of learning and 

technology. 

. The WGU Utah MLT Scholarship Drive 
also allows for those with signifi
cant competencies to earn their 
degree more quickly. 

The Master of Arts in Learning 
& Technology (or MLT) degree 
program is offered through 
Western Governors University 
Teachers College. Already, over 
40 Utah teachers are enrolled in 
the program, and five have gradu
ated. Nationally, WGU has over 
150 teachers enrolled in this 
master's degree program. 

The WGU Utah MLT scholar
ship drive will not compete direct
ly with existing schools of educa
tion in training young people to 
become teachers. Instead, the 
WGU Utah MLT scholarship drive 
will focus on benefiting public 
school teachers by offering them 
master's degrees in learning and 
technology to give them greater 
training in these areas. With a 
master's degree, a teacher increases 
his or her earning potential and is 
more likely to stay in education. 



+ The Western Governors 
University (WGU) Teachers 
College has the backing of 
WGU's 19 member governors, 
and the federal government. 

+ WGU is accredited. 

+ WGU is authorized to grant 
federal financial aid. 

+ WGU degrees are competency
based and Internet-delivered, 
ideal for teaching profession
als with the needed flexibility 
to balance work and home 
responsibilities with advanced 
educational needs. 

+ WGU degrees ensure compe
tency and allow for those 
with prior competencies to 
be certified more quickly. 

+ WGU's mentoring program 
assigns each student a personal 
mentor, a Ph.D. in the field, 
who directs and guides them 
through their program. 

Governor's Scholarship Club 

The Governor's Scholarship Club was created to show 
appreciation for those that have donated scholarship funds. 
It will serve as a networking and reporting association, where 

members of the club 
will get together 
annually for a report 
on teacher progress, 
developments at the 
university, and to 
converse and make 
contacts. 

Utah Governor, Mike Leavitt, 

speaks with Dr. Dinesh Patel 

during the launch of the 

Governor's Scholarship Drive 

for Teachers. 



Additional sponsors are 

needed to meet Utah~ goal. 

Call Michael S. Leavitt at 

801-274-3280 ext 337 to 

become a member of the 

Governor~ Scholarship Club. 
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