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Mr. Robert W. Mendenhall 
President 
Western Governors University 
2040 East j\1urray Holladay Road # 106 
Salt Lake City, UT 8411 7 

Dear President Mendenhall: 

February 24, 2003 

On behalf of the InterRegional Accrediting Committee (IRAC), I am pleased to inform you that based 
upon a comprehensive full-scale evaluation, Western Governors University (WGU) has been granted 
initial accreditation at the associate, baccalaureate and master's degree levels. In addition, three new 
programs : the Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies (BAJS), the Master of Arts in Mathematics 
Education (MAME) and the Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) were reviewed and approved for 
inclusion under the initial accreditation of the University. The accreditation of Western Governors 
University is effective February 13, 2003. 

As you know, IRAC is an unprecedented interregional body that was established on an experimental basis 
to work with WGU in its effort to seek regional accreditation. As a result of the actions taken by IRAC at 
its meeting on February 13, 2003, initial accreditation has been approved by each of the four members of 
IR.AC: the Commission on Colleges and Universities of the Northwest Association of Schools and of 
Colleges and Universities, the Higher Learning Commission of the -North Central Association of Colleges 
and Schools, the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges of the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges, and the Accrediting Commission for Senior Colleges and 
Universities of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. Congratulations on receiving this 
significant recognition. 

As previously agreed by the participating commissions of IRAC and the University, the Commission on 
Colleges and Universities of the Northwest Association will serve as the gatekeeping agency with respect 
to the University and will report this action to the United States Department of Education and other 
appropriate authorities. In addition to taking action on the accreditation status of Western Governors 
University, IRAC took the following actions: (1) agreed that the Northwest be considered the 
Commission of record and that the policies and procedures of that Commission now prevail in 
relationship to Western Governors University; and (2) having concluded the process of candidacy and 
initial accreditation for WGU, IRAC requests that the Commission on Colleges and Universities of the 
Northwest Association of Schools and of Colleges and Universities accept Western Governors University 
as a member institution. Further, IRAC relinquishes its responsibilities to the Commission on Colleges 
and Universities. The other three participating Commissions agree to list Western Governors University 
in their respective directories for a period of two years. At the conclusion of those two years, jurisdiction 
for accreditation will be solely with the Commission on Colleges and Universities. 

8060 165th Avenue NE, Suite 100, Redmond, Washington 98052 
Telephone (425) 558-4224 Fax (425) 376-0596 

www.nwccu.org 



Mr. Robert W. Mend enhall 
Page Two 
February 24, 2003 

In taking these actions, IRAC requested that the University submit a focused inte1im report and host an 
evaluation visit by representatives of the Commission on Colleges and Universities in fall 2004. The 
report and vis it are to address progress made regarding Genera l Recommendations 4, 5, 6 and 7 included 
in the November 2002 Evaluation Comm ittee Report. The recommendations are enclosed for your 
reference . In addition, the report and visit are to include a rev iew of the three new programs enumerate d 
above: the Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies (BAl S), the M aster of Arts in Mathematics 
Educa tion (MAME) and the Master of Arts in Teaching (MA T) . The Com mission on Colleges and 
Unive rsit ies will write to you in spring 2004 regar ding the fall 2004 focused interim report and visit. 

As a new member, WGU is requested to prepare a third-year progress report in fall 2005 and to prepare a 
self-study and undergo a full-scale reevaluation in fall 2007 by the Commission on Colleges and 
Universities of the Northwest Association of Schools and of Colleges and Universities . 

In the unlikely event the Commissio n on Colleges and Universities should conclude that an institution is 
in danger of being unable to fulfill its mission and goals or to continue to meet the eligibility 
requirements, standards or related policies for accreditation, the Commission reserves the right to request 
that the institution receive an evaluation committee for a special review at any time. 

Again, congratulations on being granted initial accreditation! We are well aware of the many years of 
hard work and dedication on the part of the administration, staff, mentors, and board to achieve this goal. 

I look fonvard to workin g with you and your colleagues in the months and years ahead in ensuring the 
continued aca demi c quality and institut ional vitality of Western Governors University 

SEE:pja 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

QL.cwrtf~ 
Executive Director 

cc: Gove rnor Michael Leav itt , Co-Chair, Board of Tru stees 
Governor Gary Locke, Co-Chair, Board of Trustees 
Dr. Douglas Johnstone, Provost, W estem Governors University 
Dr . Vivian A . Bull, Chair ofIRAC 
Dr . Steven D . Crow, N orth Central Association of Colleges and School s 
Dr. Barbara A. Beno , Western Association of Schools and Colleges, Community Colleges 
Dr. Ralph A. Wolff, Western Association of Schools and Colleges, Senior Colleges 
Dr. John W . Barth , Director, Accreditation and State Liaison Division, U.S. Dept. of Education 
Council on Higher Education Accreditation 
Regional Accreditation Commission Director s 
Mr. Kenneth Von Alt, Editor, Directory of Accredited Institutions, American Council on 

Education 
Ms. Mary Pat Rodenhouse , Higher Education Public ations 
nze Chronicle of Higher Education 
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