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WASHINGTON - Hoping to attract thou
sands of current teachers and classroom aides 
who won't qualify for their jobs when a new 
federal law takes effect in 2006, Utah's Gov. 
Mike Leavitt and Education Secretary Rod 
Paige opened the doors Monday to an online 
teachers college. 

The new arm of the Western Governor's 
University (WGU), the Internet -based higher 
education program pioneered by Leavitt and 
other Western governors, will grant teaching 
certificates that allow licensing in multiple 
states. Offered online wm be associate of arts 
degrees for teachers' aides, bachelor's degrees 
in K-8 teaching and graduate degrees in read
ing, math, science, technology and English as 
a IOCOfld Janguaae. 
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By doing all but a six-month "teaching 
demonstration" section via online chat rooms, 
e-mail, virtual classrooms and video links, the 
new program aims to allow working adults 
without time to attend college a chance to be
oome Hcensed teachers or teachers' aides un
der the new No Child Left Behind Act. The 
federal law requires all teachers to have certi
fication and college degrees ln the subjects 
they teach. All aides, or "paraprofessionals," 
are required to have at least an associate of 
arts degree by fall 2005. 

Although Leavitt was unsure how many 
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- are starting to realize 
the Impact of the new federal 
law, - Arizona legislators 
last week predicting 3,000 
teacbers In that state's class
rooms won't meet the new 
standards and predicting 
scbool administrators will ei
ther be forced to close schools 
or QIDOl'e the law. Schools that 
don1oomply with the law could 
loae federal grants. 

WGU (Web site http:// 
www.wp.edu), which has ad
ministrative offices In Salt 
Lake City, grants degrees on 
.. competency based" measures, 
where individuals ' work expe
rience and professional knowl
edge supercede time logged In a 
classroom for academic credit. 
Although controversial, the 
streamlined system of turning 
second-career professionals 
into certified, licensed teachers 
over the Internet is viewed as a 
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