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The WGU Teachers College was officially launched by U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige (Center). At the announcement, he was joined by (left to right) Deputy Secretary William 
Hansen, WGU President Robert Mendenhall, Utah Governor Michael Leavin and Nebraska Senator Ben Nelson. 

Secretary Paige Makes Announcement in Washington D.C. 

WGU Launches Nation's Only Online Competency
based Teachers College 

At an announcement ceremony in Washington on March 
10, U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige and Governor Michael 
0. Leavitt (Utah) announced the formal launch of the WGU 
Teachers College, which provides online, competency-based 
bachelor's and master's degrees and licensure for current and 
prospective teachers. The College (www.wgu.edu/tc) was created 
by Western Governors University through a $10 million Star 
Schools Grant from the U.S. Department of Education, with 
additional funding being provided by foundations and corporate 
partners, as well as additional federal grants for teacher education. 

Secretary Paige said, "The WGU Teachers College will be 
a boon to states seeking training for current teachers and 
paraprofessionals to help them meet education requirements 
under the No Child Leh Behind Act and speed their licensure. 
WGU Teachers College maintains very rigorous standards for 
teachers and ensures they demonstrate their true competence
not just that they've sat through a number of required courses. 
It provides an innovative option for individuals who would be 
turned off by the hoops and hurdles of traditional teacher 
preparation and certification programs." 

Governor Leavitt said, "The Teachers College has developed 
programs in three areas: First, for paraprofessionals in the 
schools, allowing them to earn associate's degrees, and later 
bachelor's degrees and teacher licensure; second, for uncertified 
teachers and second-career professionals, allowing them to 
apply their existing competencies to become certified as teachers, 
and if they wish, to earn a master's degree; and thirdly, for 
existing teachers to upgrade their skills and earn more money 

with a master's degree or graduate endorsements." 

According to Robert W. Mendenhall, President of WGU, 
"The WGU Teachers College is the only national program 
providing accredited, online, competency-based degrees, 
and elementary and secondary licensure to K-12 teachers 
and prospective teachers in math, science, reading, ESL, and 
learning technology. It is also one of the only national 
initiatives focused on those already working in schools, 
including paraprofessionals, uncertified and substitute teachers, 
and existing teachers. WGU degrees are internet-delivered, 

(Continued on page 2.) 

Western Governors University 
Receives Accreditation 

Western Governors University (WGU) was granted 
accreditation from the Interregional Accrediting Committee 
(IRAC), representing four regional accreditation commissions, 
effective February 13, 2003. Based upon a comprehensive 
full-scale evaluation, WGU received accreditation at the associate, 
baccalaureate and master's degree levels. In addition, three 
new programs: the Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies 
(BAIS), the Master of Arts in Mathematics Education (MAME) 
and the Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) were reviewed and 
approved for inclusion under the accreditation of the University. 
As a result of the actions taken by IRAC, WGU's accreditation 
was approved by each of the four members of IRAC: The 
Commission on Colleges and Universities of the Northwest 
Association of Schools and of Colleges and Universities, the 

(Continued on page 2.) 



Rod Paige, U.S. Secretary of Education, and Utah Governor Michael Leavitt joined in the 
announcement of the WGU Teachers College funded with a $10 million Star Grant. 

WGU Launches Nation's Only Online 
Competency-based Teachers College 
(Continued from front page.) 

making them accessible to working adults, and are the only 
competency-based degrees in the country." 

Dr. Marti Watson Garlett, Dean of the Teachers College 
at WGU said, "The WGU Teachers College will be particularly 
important to large, urban districts that have the largest 
populations of paraprofessionals and uncertified teachers, 
as well as the greatest need for more qualified teachers. For 
example, the University is already partnering with the Clark 
County School District (Las Vegas), Region IV in Texas (Greater 
Houston), and the Los Angeles Unified School District." WGU 
is in the process of seeking individual state approvals and 
has already received approval from Arizona, Nevada, and 
Texas. Through reciprocity agreements with these three states, 
WGU licensure for teachers is accepted in a total of 46 states. 

Dean Garlett said significant scholarship dollars are 
available to qualified applicants. The Western Governors 
Foundation has committed to raise 1,000 scholarships for 
teachers in the west to pursue their education at WGU, while 
the University also has a national scholarship fund, and has 
received federal grants to provide additional scholarships. 
In addition, the University is authorized to provide federal 
financial aid to its students. 

"Our goal is to meet the needs of current and future 
teachers," she said, "and we realize that providing financial 
assistance meets an important need for these individuals." 

WGU is not new to teacher education. The University has 
offered a master's degree in learning and technology for the 
past three years and has current enrollment of more than 275 
students, making it one of the largest programs in the nation. 

Western Governors University 
Receives Accreditation (Continued from front page.) 

Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association 

of Colleges and Schools, the Accrediting Commission for Senior 

Colleges and Universities of the Western Association of Schools 

and Colleges, and the Accrediting Commission for Community 

and Junior Colleges of the Western Association of Schools and 

Colleges. This represents an historic event in accreditation, as 

WGU is the only university ever to be simultaneously accredited 

by multiple regions. WGU is already nationally accredited by 

the Distance Education and Training Council (DETC). 

More importantly, according to Governor Michael 0. Leavitt 

(Utah), a founding governor and current Co-Chair of the 

University's Board ofTrustees, "this represents a watershed 

event in American higher education, in that regional accreditation 

provides a significant external validation of competency-based 

education as an accepted, viable alternative to the traditional 

credit-based system. At WGU, students graduate by 

demonstrating their competencies, rather than by accumulating 

credits," explained Governor Leavitt. 

"This is the first online competency-based institution to 

receive accreditation and the first time that four regions have 

collaborated on overseeing the multi-year evaluation process 

whereby an institution goes through the various stages in 

seeking regional accreditation," said Sandra Elman, Executive 

Director of the Commission on Colleges and Universities of the 

Northwest Association and the Executive Director of IRAC. "Our 

work with WGU demonstrates the value and flexibility of 

accreditation in ensuring quality in U.S. higher education," she 

added. 

"This is a great day for WGU, and for the future of distance 

education and competency-based education," said WGU 

President Bob Mendenhall. "WGU has been recognized for 

its focus on student learning, and for implementing new models 

in higher education that have been demonstrated to be effective 

for students." WGU Provost Douglas Johnstone said, "WGU 

learned a great deal by working with IRAC on our accreditation 

over the last five years, and the benefits of this process will be 

passed directly to our students." 



"Troops to Teachers" at Western Governors University 
Assists Military Personnel Meet Teacher Shortage 

Retired and retiring military personnel who may be 

interested in becoming teachers will find a program in place 

now to help them obtain and pay for teacher certification. 

"Troops to Teachers" (TTT), established in 1994 as a 

Department of Defense program and continued by The No 

Child Left Behind Act, has a primary objective of helping recruit 

quality teachers for schools that serve low-income families 

throughout America. TTT helps relieve teacher shortages, 

especially in math, science, special education and other "high

need" subject areas, and assists military personnel in making 

successful transitions to second careers in teaching. 

Through Western Governors University, members of the 

armed forces can earn an online, competency-based bachelor's 

degree with K-8 licensure, a master's degree in learning and 

technology, mathematics education, teaching (with K-8 licensure), 

or post-baccalaureate teacher licensure. This is particularly 

convenient for members of the armed forces who need flexibility 

of time and geography because degrees can be earned from 

any location and on any schedule. A full description of the 

program is located on the web at www.wgu.edu/troops. 

Counseling, referral, and placement assistance is provided 

through a network of TTT state placement assistance offices. 

Twenty-five TTT State Support Offices have been established to 

assist participants with certification requirements and employment 

leads. The TTT homepage, www.proudtoserveagain.com, provides 

information and resource links, including a job referral system 

to allow participants to search for job vacancies as well as links 

to state departments of education, state certification offices, 

model resumes, and other job listing sites in public education. 

Financial assistance is provided to eligible individuals as 

stipends up to $5,000 to help pay for teacher certification costs 

or as bonuses of $10,000. Stipend and bonus recipients must 

agree to teach for three years in school locations that meet 

certain Department of Education criteria. The maximum amount 

of assistance is $10,000 per person. Specific requirements: (A) 

Stipends of up to $5,000 are available to reimburse costs 

associated with becoming certified to teach. Recipients of these 

stipends must agree to teach for three years in a school located 

in a "high-need" district. (B) Bonuses of $10,000 are available 

to those who agree to teach for three years in a school that 

serves a high percentage of students from low-income families. 

Troops To Teachers 
Information and Resources 
On line www.wgu.edu/troops (801) 274-3280 

General TTT information Toll Free 1-800-231-6242 

On line www.proudtoserveagain.com 

Job Openings On line www.jobs2teach.doded.mil 



Quality and Flexibility of Online Education 
Are Key to WGU Student Satisfaction 

Robin Yucus 
"Western Governors 

University provided a unique 
opportunity to get credit for 
what I already knew, and best 
of all, to do it from home without 
having to interrupt my schedule 
and drop everything to go off 
to college. It was convenient, 
but very challenging. Anyone 

that would question the credentials should certainly be aware 
that 20 hours per domain of intensive testing is way harder 
than any midterm or final I took in a traditional classroom. 
WGU is a pioneer and they are building pioneers who will 
change the face of education as we know it today." 

Leigh Ann Riding 
"Western Governors 

University has some great 
advantages. You can study at 
your own pace. It adjusts to your 
family and to your schedule. 
Many students have to quit work 
to get their master's degree. But, 
at WGU, after you take care of 
work and family, then you can 

go to school in your pajamas! I always loved that. Having a 
mentor was awesome. I think every student should have 
someone to show them the way from the beginning to the 
end. She helped me learn how to think." 

Matthew Stowell 
"My undergraduate degree 

is in engineering. I graduated 
with a 3.8 cum laude and I can 
honestly say that I learned more 
from myWGU master's degree 
than I did in my undergraduate 
engineering degree which was 
very rigorous. I felt it was a great 
investment and I really 

benefitted from a learning standpoint. In many educational 
experiences, you feel like a cog in a big wheel. But at WGU, I 
felt like I was an individual with a learning plan tailored just 

for me." 

Connie Keogh 

"It has always been my 
desire to complete a master's 
degree, but for various reasons, 
I have been unable to obtain 
my advanced degree. When I 
learned about WGU, I realized 
I would now be able to complete 
a master's degree. With this 
format, I have been able to 

increase my skills and abilities to utilize technology. WGU 
opened doors for me that I would not have been able to access 
without extreme inconvenience for my family, my career, and 
myself." 

Arna L. Clark 
"/ have learned about the 

different hardware and software 
options available to examine 
and procure for my classroom; 
I have learned how to research 
in a scholarly and systematic 
manner those topics pertinent 
to education today; I have 
discovered the importance of 

careful curriculum planning and evaluation and how to integrate 
technology in its myriad forms into my teaching style, strategy 
and media; in short, I have become a better teacher." 

Western Governors 
University ... 
... offers the only online competency-based degrees in the 
country. At the University's website, www.wgu.edu, students 
can find competency-based degree programs, an online catalog 
of quality distance-learning courses, an online library, bookstore, 
and access to a personal WGU mentor who will guide a student 
through his or her customized degree program. 

WGU was founded and is supported by 19 states and 
governors, as well as 25 leading corporations and foundations. 
WGU offers associate's, bachelor's and master's degrees in 
three areas: IT, business and education. 

2040 East Murray Holladay Road, Salt Lake City, Utah 84117 

P (801) 274-3280 F (801) 274-3305 www.wgu.edu 
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