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New Leadership for WGU 
At a Time of Growth 

Gov. Bill Richardson 

At the fall meeting of the Western 

Governors' Association, two western 

Governors were elected as Co-chairs of 

Western Governors University (WGU), 

the nation's only accredited online 

competency-based university. New Mexico 

Governor Bill Richardson and Nevada 

Governor Kenny Guinn take over 

leadership of the WGU Board of Directors 

from Washington Governor Gary Locke 

and Utah Governor Michael Leavitt. 

The Governors take over leadership of 

Gov. Kenny Guinn WGU at a time of impressive gains and 

growth. In the first nine months of the year, enrollment in WGU 

degree programs doubled from 750 to over 1500 students. 

The University also announced financial results for its fiscal 

year ended June 30, 2003. Revenue increased over 50% in 

the past year, due to increased enrollments, and net assets 

increased 37%. The University added three new corporate 

sponsors to its National Advisory Board in the past year, including 

Dell, Google, and Siebel Systems. 

According to WGU President Robert Mendenhall, "The 

dramatic increase in degree program enrollment is an indication 

that WGU is establishing a great reputation just four years 

after offering its first degree, and is attracting students from 

every state and several foreign countries." He said that in the 

last six months, following the announcement by U.S. Secretary 

of Education Rod Paige launching the WGU Teachers College, 

more than 600 students have enrolled in teacher degree 

programs. 

At the announcement in Washington last March, Secretary 

Paige said, "The WGU Teachers College provides an innovative 

option for individuals who would be turned off by the hoops 

and hurdles of traditional teacher preparation and certification 

programs." Dr. Mendenhall said the proof of this is in the 

growing number of applicants for admission. He said the 

Teachers College is the only national program providing 

accredited, online, competency-based degrees and elementary 

and secondary licensure to K-12 teachers and prospective 

teachers in math, science, and learning technology. 

Utah Governor Mike Leavin receives his honorary degree from Dr. Robert Mendenhall, 
President of Western Governors University. The October graduation of 35 students brings 
the total number of graduates to 63. 

Honorary Degree Bestowed 
On Governor Mike Leavitt 
At WGU Commencement 

In October 35 students received degrees from WGU in 

commencement ceremonies in Salt Lake City. The commencement 
speaker, Montana Governor Judy Martz, told the students, "We 

live in an ever-changing world, and we need to be ready to 

change. You are members of a very special group of Americans 
that are on the cutting edge of technology. Technology once 

was the future and you are now proving it is the present. WGU 
and other "E initials" are making it possible for people from 

all over to do the things they want to do." 

Governor Leavitt also received an honorary doctorate in 
Humane Letters from WGU. Following his appointment by 

President Bush to lead the Environmental Protection Agency, 
Governor Leavitt retired as Co-chair of the University and was 

elected Chairman Emeritus. 

With the recent graduation, the total number of WGU 
graduates reaches a total of 63, representing 14 states and 
Canada with 8 associate's degrees, 4 bachelor's degrees, and 

51 master's degrees. 

"Beyond all the numbers, the real story is found in the 
comments ofWGU students," says Dr. Mendenhall. Wyoming 

high school teacher Patricia Eardley received her Master of 

Learning Technology degree in October, and told the graduating 
class, "As I was teaching my students about scientists, it made 

(Cont inued on page 4.) 



Governor Mike Leavitt and 
Dr. Clara Lovett Called to 
Top National Posts 

Two WGU Board Members have received important national 
appointments. Governor Mike Leavitt, founding board member 
and recent Co-chair of WGU, has been nominated by President 
Bush to lead the United States Environmental Protection Agency, 
and Clara M. Lovett has been appointed the new President of 
the American Association for Higher Education. 

In making his announcement, President Bush said, "I 
selected Mike Leavitt because he is a trusted friend, a capable 
executive and a man who understands the obligations of 
environmental stewardship. With the Senate's approval, Mike 
Leavitt will lead an agency with 18,000 dedicated employees 
in offices all across our country. The work of the EPA is vital 
and reflects a national consensus on the importance of good 
stewardship." 

The President added: "Mike Leavitt will come to the EPA 
with a strong environmental record and a strong desire to 
improve on what has taken place during the last three decades." 

Dr. Clara Lovett, President Emerita of Northern Arizona 
University and a founding board member of Western Governors 
University, has been a strong advocate of competency-based 
education. As President of the American Association for Higher 
Education, she will lead the organization which provides 
programmatic and intellectual leadership in higher education. 
A nationally known advocate for education reform, she is a 
noted speaker and writer on change in higher education. She 
presently directs the Salt Lake City-based Oquirrh lnstitute's 
Center for Competency-Measured Education. 

Of her appointment, Dr. Lovett said, ''I'm thrilled by the 
opportunity to serve as president of AAHE. The need for this 
community of women and men who care about higher education 
and think about its responsibilities is greater today than it has 
ever been." Dr. Lovett will continue to serve on the WGU Board. 

WGU Introduces New Business 
& Teaching Degree Programs 

Western Governors University has just introduced five new 
degree programs in business and seven new degree and 
certificate programs in education. All twelve programs have 
been approved by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and 
Universities, the regional accrediting commission that oversees 
introduction of new WGU degrees. 

WGU has already begun talking to prospective students 
about the new business bachelor's degrees in business 
management, marketing management, corporate financial 
management, management accounting, and business 
professional studies. All five programs draw upon common 
content and fit well with WGU's current bachelor's programs 
in business. 

"These new business degree offerings significantly expand 
our capacity to serve individuals who need a bachelor's degree 
to meet their career goals," said WGU President, Bob 
Mendenhall. "Working adults, who are our target audience, 
need a flexible way to secure a quality bachelor's degree. Most 
are already holding down full-time jobs, and WGU's online 
competency-based approach is ideally suited to serve them. 
Many already have significant competencies in business that 
they can benefit from as they pursue their degrees." 

The WGU Teachers College is offering seven new degrees 
and post-baccalaureate teaching certificates to serve those 
interested in teaching mathematics or science in secondary 
schools. Six are designed to help individuals obtain their initial 
teacher licensure. The new programs include bachelor's degrees 
in secondary mathematics or science, with teacher licensure; 
post-baccalaureate licensure programs in mathematics and 
science; master's degrees in mathematics and science, with 
teacher licensure; and a master's in science education for 
already-certified teachers. In addition, WGU has added two 
new endorsements in science for already-certified teachers. 

According to Dr. Marti Watson Garlett, Dean of the Teachers 
College, the new secondary degrees and teaching certificate 
programs will also help school districts meet the "highly qualified 
teacher" requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act. "Many 
school districts struggle to find competent, certified secondary 
mathematics and science teachers," said Garlett. "WGU will 
help fill the need by attracting working adults who are competent 
in these areas but who cannot attend a traditional teaching 
program for one reason or another." 

The demand for WGU's teaching degrees has been strong 
since the Teachers College was launched in February, 2003, 
with new enrollments exceeding 100 students per month. 



Bess Stephens, President and Executive Director of the Hewlett-Packard Company Foundation 
and Vice President of Corporate Philanthropy and Education for HP 

WGU "T2T" Scholarship 
Program Responds to Demand 
For New Teachers in Nevada 
And Texas School Districts 

A goldmine of teachers exists right in our educational 
systems, and Western Governors University is helping tap this 
valuable resource. Paraprofessionals and substitute teachers 
who are active in schools and aspire to be certified teachers, 
are qualifying for $4,000 scholarships to help them reach their 
dreams. 

"I've been a specialized teacher's assistant for more than 
two years, working mostly with autistic and hearing impaired 
children. I love my work, but my goal is to be a teacher," says 
Rebecca Ermann, a paraprofessional at Jim Thorpe Elementary 
School, Henderson, Nevada. 

Ms. Ermann, a working wife and mother, didn't know how 
she would achieve her goal until she learned of WGU's on line 
Transition to Teaching (T2T) scholarship program funded by a 
five-year grant from the U.S. Department of Education. A 
partnership between Clark County School District in Las Vegas, 
Houston's Region IV, and WGU, the T2T program provides 
scholarships for 600 paraeducators and substitute teachers to 
earn their Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies degree 
and receive elementary teacher certification. 

"After hearing about the program through the school 
district, I started in March, and so far it has been wonderful," 
Ms. Ermann says from her home where her one year-old son 
plays while she studies on line. "My own personal mentor is 
in touch with me regularly, and has helped me progress very 
rapidly," she says. "For example, the statistics course took just 
two months," Ms. Ermann said. Although some sections were 
very difficult, she was able to pace herself, and with the help 
of her mentor, progressed at a faster rate than she anticipated. 

"That's why I love online education," she remarks, "I go 
at my own speed and I like being able to have my son and 
husband near me when I am on the computer. And there's no 
time wasted on driving." 

According to Margarita Guerra who coordinates the 
scholarship program, WGU provides access to education for 
people like Rebecca who want to become teachers but who 
do not have time for traditional education. And, because it is 
competency-based, many of the paraprofessionals and substitute 
teachers have demonstrated skills which will make it possible 
for them to earn their degrees and certifications more rapidly. 

(Continued on page 4.) 

Bess Stephens Bill Parisen 

HP Is Connected to WGU 
The relationship between industry and Western Governors 

University is essential to the University, especially in strategic 
planning, so a National Advisory Board (NAB) was created to 
formalize the connection between business and education. It 
is made up of a diverse group of leaders in the fields of 
technology, publishing, and consulting and provides counseling 
and guidance for the University. One member of the NAB is 
Bess Stephens, President and Executive Director of the Hewlett
Packard Company Foundation and Vice President of Corporate 
Philanthropy and Education for HP. 

Ms. Stephens directs HP's worldwide philanthropic giving 
from the Company Foundation, and all philanthropy and 
education programs for HP. 

"At the HP Company Foundation, we are working toward 
our vision to bring technology and its benefits within everyones 
reach," said Ms. Stephens. "Our support for educational 
organizations that share this vision, such as Western Governors 
University, brings all of us closer to a future where technology 
is widely used to learn, to work, and to open the door to 
economic opportunities." 

And that is exactly what is happening at the student level 
at HP Direct's Western Region Manufacturing operation in 
Ontario, California where Bill Parisen is the production manager. 
Bill's group fulfills orders to custom configure and enhance 
systems for top HP customers. 

"I want to get a degree from an accredited university, but 
I need the flexibility to study and continue my work at the same 
time. I just can't balance all my family and professional 
commitments while attending a 'brick and mortar' institution," 
Bill said. After researching a number of online schools, he 
selected WGU without being aware of his company's support. 

WGU seems to be the right choice for Bill, who likes the 
flexibility of taking the courses he wants and in the order he 
chooses. Acknowledging that self motivation is required, he 
has set up a schedule to read on Tuesday and Thursday evenings 
and on Saturdays. He also uses time during his lunch breaks 
to study online. 



Dana Stephens, a substitute teacher 

WGU representatives find a great deal of interest among prospective teachers in the 
WGU degree programs. 

(Continued from page 3.) 

WGU "T2T" Scholarship 
Program Responds to Demand 
For New Teachers 

"When I found out that I could get my bachelor's degree 

in two years or less, and continue working, I enrolled 
immediately," says Dana Stephens, a substitute teacher in the 
Dickinson Independent District located between Galveston and 

Houston. With two associate's degrees already, she considered 
a traditional college route, but found it would be as many as 

seven years to get her bachelors degree. "WGU's program 
means I can get my bachelor's degree and teacher certification 
in less than half the time, and I'll save over $10,000 as well." 

Dana's goal is to teach math in the Dickinson schools 
where she attended, where her son attends, and where she 

has been a substitute teacher for the last four years. "I have 
history with the schools, I went to school with the parents of 

many of my students, and I am very excited about being a full 
time, fully-prepared teacher ... and to get compensated with a 

teacher's salary," she said. 

While other scholarship programs are offered through 

WGU, the T2T scholarships are specifically for paraeducators 
and substitute teachers from Clark County School District, 
Nevada, and Texas Region IV school districts. Applicants are 

required to possess at least 60 credits of lower-division 
coursework in general education or an associate's or bachelor's 

degree. For more information about the scholarship, contact 
Chris Mallett at cmallett@wgu.edu or by phone at 1-866-

CALL-WGU, ext. 336. 

(Continued from page 1.) 

Honorary Degree Bestowed 
me think of an analogy between science and WGU. For centuries, 

people believed in Ptolemy's theory of the universe, that the 

earth was the center and everything else rotated around it. 

That's what I thought of my traditional university. I went to 

classes when they said, I took what classes they said, and I 

met with professors on their schedule. When Copernicus came 

into the picture, he said the earth is not the center, but the sun 

is. I like to think of myself and my education as that sun in the 

center with Western Governors University revolving around 

me. Now I get to pick my time schedule and I get to pick the 

classes that I need and tailor it to what I need. So I became 

the center of the learning universe." 

Another graduate, Jim Langston, said, "Having been to 

several colleges and universities, I can truly say this is the most 

challenging. I savor the master's degree because I had to work 

much, much harder. With this being competency-based, I feel 

like I own the knowledge instead of just having acquired it 

through 'seat time."' 

Cathryn Waters' commencement message reflected the 

thoughts of many students when she said, "WGU provided 

me the flexibility to balance my work, my family and my school. 

I worked at my own pace, whenever and wherever I was. Plus, 

the competency model gave me credit for the knowledge and 

skills that I'd learned from many years of work." 

Western Governors 
University ... 
... offers the only accredited online competency-based 
degrees in the country. At the University's website, 
www.wgu.edu, students can find competency-based degree 
programs, an online catalog of quality distance-learning 
courses, an online library. bookstore, and access to a personal 
WGU mentor who will guide a student through his or her 
customized degree program. 

WGU was founded and is supported by 19 states 
and governors, as well as 25 leading corporations and 
foundations. WGU offers associate's, bachelor's and 
master's degrees in three areas: IT. business and education. 

2040 East Murray Holladay Road, Salt Lake City, Utah 
84117 - P(801) 274-3280 F(801)274-3305 

www.wgu.edu 


	wgu_archives_binder1_00347
	wgu_archives_binder1_00348
	wgu_archives_binder1_00349
	wgu_archives_binder1_00350

