








“Competency-based education is a concept whose time has come. It provides
a way for us to educate adulls efficiently and conveniently, and to keep our

workforce compelitive.”

The WGU National Advisory Board was created in order to enhance
the implementation of the WGU mission, and aid in the strategic
planning process of the WGU. The NAB serves at the pleasure of
the Board of Trustees and consists of a diverse group of industry
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representatives. The primary aim of the NAB is to foster a global
and visionary perspective consistent with the successful
implementation of Western Governors University.
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WGU's Innovations
Appeal to Forward Thinking
Corporations

The visionary aspect of WGU has caught the attention of
many forward thinking businesses who are interested in innovative
approaches to education and training. Among them is Utah-
based Questar Corporation, a firm with 2,200 employees in 11
Western states which produces, transports and distributes natural
gas to more than 750,000 homes and business in the
Intermountain West. “Our firm has been involved with WGU for
many years because it fits the educational needs of some of our
professional employees and we believe WGU effectively customizes
education to fit the needs of working people,” says Questar
Chairman, President and CEO Keith Rattie.

He specifically likes the emphasis on skills-based-learning, as
opposed to time-in-the-seat credits, and WGU's ability to capitalize
on Internet technology.

"The WGU method is a revolutionary idea and we support
efforts like this because they are new approaches that get results,”
Mr. Rattie said.

Mr. Rattie said online learning "provides the flexibility for
Questar's full time employees who want to continue their
education while still working." The company also has an education
reimbursement program which encourages employees to seek
higher education.

Regarding the WGU model, he said, " For too long, we've
had a 'one size fits all mind set" with respect to education. Now
technology is driving change and it is good for education. "

Western Governors University...

...offers the only accredited online competency-based degrees
in the country. At the University's website, www.wgu.edu,
students can find competency-based degree programs, an online
library, bookstore, and access to a personal WGU mentor who
will guide a student through his or her customized degree
program.

WGU was founded and is supported by 19 states and

governors, as well as 21 leading corporations and foundations.
WGU offers associate’s, bachelor’s and master’s degrees in three
areas: IT, business and education.

4001 South 700 East, Suite 700,
Salt Lake City, Utah 84107
P (801) 274-3280 F (801) 274-3305 www.wgu.edu
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