
Utah Governor Addresses WGU's Largest Graduating Class 
During Commencement Ceremony 

Utah Governor Jon Huntsman, Jr. told the graduates at 
Western Governors University's commencement ceremony 
"The greatest exercise for the human heart still today 
remains, not running, weight lifting, not aerobics," he 
said, "but reaching down and lifting one another up." He 
encouraged the graduates to use their education to benefit 
the I ives of others. 

Huntsman addressed WGU's largest graduating class 
since the university began enrolling students in 1999. The 
116 graduates represented 29 different states and one 
South American country, earning bachelor's and master's 
degrees in business, information technology, and education. 

Addressing the graduates, WGU President Robert 
Mendenhall said, "Western Governors University was 
created seven years ago by the governors of 19 Western 
states. Their purpose was to expand access to higher 
education, and to develop a new model of higher education 
that would be based on measuring competencies, rather 
than simply counting seat time or credit hours," he said. 
"Each of the graduates today has demonstrated, through 
a series of rigorous assessments, they have mastered the 
required competencies in their degree area." 

Of the 116 graduates, 87 completed programs offered 
by the WGU Teachers College. Sharla Hart of Smithfield, 
Utah earned her Master of Arts in Learning and Technology 
while teaching English at Logan High School. "Flexibility 
was critical for me considering my full-time teaching 
career and family," said Hart, who is one of 53 teachers to 
earn an advanced degree. "WGU made me feel part of a 
community-something I thought would be missing from 
an online program." 

Another Teachers College graduate, Sybil Holland, said 

an online education was her best option since she lives in 
a small rural community of 2,300 people in Clayton, New 
Mexico. "I had no other way of receiving a degree since I 
needed a job to support myself and my children," she said. 
"WGU provided me a way of studying at a time that was 

(Continued on page 4) 

New Master's Degree 
Addresses National 
Shortage in Certified English 
Language Learning Teachers 

Western Governors University now offers an online 
Master of Arts degree in English Language Learning 
(ELL) and an ELL endorsement preparation program. 
The new offerings provide current teachers with the 
necessary knowledge and skills to be certified to teach in 
an ELL setting. 

According to Dr. Philip Schmidt, WGU's program 
coordinator, "This is particularly important because of the 
large number of professionals currently teaching in ELL 
settings without certification or without an appropriate 
background in ELL content and pedagogy." 

The National Clearinghouse for English Language 
Acquisition (NCELA), reports that in the last decade, the 
number of ELL students in U.S. schools has almost doubled 
to more than 5 million students. This increase is nearly eight 
times the rate of total student enrollment, making the ELL 
population one of the fastest-growing student populations 
in K-12 schools. 

The WGU programs are the first competency-based 
(Continued on page 4)) 



WGU Founder and Chairman Emeritus, Michael 0. Leavitt, 
Accepts Cabinet Position 

Mike Leavitt is sworn-in as Secretary of Health and Human Services 

Mike Leavitt, former governor of Utah and founder 
of Western Governors University, was sworn in as the 
20th Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services in January. Prior to his current service, 
Leavitt served as Administrator of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

At the swearing-in ceremony, President 
Bush, also a founding governor of WGU, said, 
·~with this new responsibility, HHS Secretary 
Leavitt continues a distinguished career of public 
service ... I've witnessed his integrity and creativity 
and compassion. He has a proven ability to move 
beyond the partisan debate, to work with leaders at 
all levels of government and to improve the lives of 
the people he serves." 

As Secretary, Leavitt will lead national efforts 
to protect the health of all Americans and provide 
essential human services to those in need. He 

will manage the largest civilian department in the federal 
government, with more than 66,000 employees and a 
budget that accounts for almost one out of every four 
federal dollars. 

"Mike Leavitt is the right leader to lead HHS in meeting 
all these vital commitments," Bush said. "I thank him for 
accepting this new responsibility." 

WGU Creates New Student Portal 
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The portal provides students with anytime, anywhere access to the information and 
services they use most often. 

Western Governors University has created a new 
system to allow students to more easily manage their 
academic activity. A secure student portal enables 
registered students to review their Academic Action Plan, 
check assessment results, view their calendar, download 
study guides, view campus announcements, and interact 
with mentors and other students through program and 
domain communities. 

• 

Each community allows students to guide and support 
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Students can see what they need to do each term in order to progress by viewing 
their Academic Action Plan 

each other. "Students that participate with other students 
are more successful with their studies at WGU," said Jennifer 
Smolka, WGU mentor. 

Besides interaction and dialogue, communities provide 
students with links to important documents, announcements 
and community news, a message board to interact with 
other members who are also working on the same content, 
and a faculty member who facilitates the community and 
assists with questions or provides information. 



WGU Welcomes Three New 
Board Members 

In March, Western Governors University appointed 
Robert E. Evanson, Governor Jon Huntsman Jr., and Dr. Jerry 
Wartgow to its Board of Trustees. "Each of these individuals 
brings educational leadership and operating experience 
to WGU," said Robert Mendenhall, WGU president. "We 
extend our appreciation to all the members of the Board for 
their efforts in our behalf." 

Robert E. Evanson 
is currently a senior advisor 
to Apax Partners, Inc., a 
$13 billion private equity 
company. He was previously 
president of McGraw-Hill 
Education at The McGraw
Hill Companies, Inc. Evanson 
joined the Macmillan/ 
McGraw-Hill School 

Publishing Company as executive vice president and chief 
financial officer in 1992. 

Jon Huntsman, Jr., 
Governor of the State of 
Utah, has held several 
leadership positions with 
Huntsman Corporation, most 
recently as Chairman and 
CEO of its holding company. 
He has also served as 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce, U. S. Ambassador 

to Singapore, Deputy U. S. Trade Representative and U. S. 
Trade Ambassador. 

Dr. Jerry Wartgow has 
served as Superintendent of 
Denver Public Schools since 
June 2001. Immediately 
prior, he was the president 
and chief executive officer 
of the International Training 
& Education Alliance, Inc. 
He is President Emeritus of 
the Colorado Community 

College System, where he served as its founding president 
from 1986-1998. He has also served as deputy executive 
director of the Colorado Commission on Higher Education. 

make the efl.ort. 

Jack Carney, WGU Graduate 

WGU Two Year Progress 
Western Governors University continues to grow steadily in 
2005. The charts below detail the latest trends. 

Revenues 

Tuition • Total Revenue • $19 million 

$12 million 

June '03 June '04 June '05 (Projected) 

Enrollment 

4,000 

June '03 June '04 June '05 (Projected) 

Em lo ment 

190 

139 

70 

June '03 June '04 June '05 (Projected) 

Graduates 

350 

June '03 June '04 June '05 (Projected) 



ll'Ol'king P.,rojessiona/. 
knou'lec{fte a11rliskil!s /Jhaclia!reac(J' mastererlim1cli 1cork al home, on 

Ka e Pe ry, E ementary Teacher 

Utah Governor Addresses WGU's Largest Graduating Class 
During Commencement Ceremony 
(Continued from page 1) 

One of the student speakers, Lisa 
Hammond, who received a Master of Arts 
in Learning and Technology, said she was 
surprised at how connected she felt in WGU's 
learning environment. "This isn't the distance 
education of the past. I was in contact with 
someone every day," she said. "I got to work 
collaboratively in groups. It was quite different 
than I expected." 

Another student speaker, Ammon 
Cookson, who received a bachelor's degree 
in Information Technology, told of how he 
earned his degree on the very day he lost his 

WGU graduate, Jennifer B. Seely, is congratulated by Pacificorp Executive Vice President, Rich Walje (right-center), 
Governor Huntsman (left), and Robert Mendenhall (right). job. "On December 20, I was unemployed. 

convenient for my hectic schedule." 

Company representatives from Zions Bank, Pacificorp, 
Questar, American Express Centurion Bank, GE Capital 
Financial, Morgan Stanley, CR England, Merit Medical, 
Cache Valley Electric, and the Semnani Foundation assisted 
in presenting diplomas to graduates. Each of these 
organizations has supported the university by donating 
scholarships to WGU students. 

On December 20, I got word that my final requirements 
for my degree had been satisfied," he said. "My whole 
perspective changed. No longer did I cringe at the want 
ads that contained degree requirements." Just three weeks 
after earning his degree, Cookson accepted an offer to be a 
program manager for GE Healthcare Information Systems. "I 
thank WGU. I thank my mentors and my tutors for enabling 
me to believe and achieve," he said. 

New Master's Degree Addresses National Shortage in 
Certified English Language Learning Teachers 
(Continued from page 1) 

graduate programs in ELL. Since the programs are available 
online, currently working teachers can complete their 
master's or endorsement preparation programs without the 
need to attend traditional classes 

"Besides being competency-based, WGU's ELL master's 
program is unique because it requires a significant 
research-based capstone project," said Schmidt. "As a 
result, graduates will be ready to enter ELL teaching, and 
provide curricular leadership to the school systems in which 
they serve." 

The WGU Teachers College has structured the ELL 
programs to meet the requirements of state and federal 
standards for ELL. The programs also adhere to Teachers of 
English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) standards. 
There are 42 states where the WGU program could lead to 
an endorsement in ELL or ESL. Many other states that don't 
offer a specific endorsement in ELL or ESL are nonetheless 

highly motivated to hire qualified ELL teachers. 

The WGU Teachers College was established in 2003 
through the assistance of a $10 million grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education, and currently offers 20 degree and 
certification programs. To learn more about the ELL program, 
go to www.wgu.edu/Elldegree. 

About Western Governors University 
WGU is the only accredited university in the U.S. offering 

online competency-based degree programs. The university 
was founded and is supported by 19 governors, as well as 
over 20 leading corporations and foundations. WGU offers 
bachelor's and master's degrees in Information Technology, 
Business and Education. More information is available at 
www.wgu.edu. 

4001 South 700 East, Suite 700, Salt Lake City, Utah 84107 
P (801) 274-3280 F (801) 274-3305 www.wgu.edu 
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