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WGU Announces New College of Health Professions 
with Support of HCA 

WGU announces the formation of 
a new College of Health Professions to 
address the ever growing need for 
individuals with bachelor's and master's 
degrees in the health care industry. 
Health care represents a fourth degree 
area for WGU, and will leverage WGU's 
expertise in its existing programs in 

Tom May, President of the 
business, information technology and Far West Division of HCA. 

education. Degree programs planned for development will 
include the disciplines of nursing, public health, health education, 
health care management and health information systems. 

The new College of Health Professions is the first national, 
online, competency-based college of health in the U.S. The 
primary focus for these degrees will be adults who are already 
working in health and health-related positions, but need access 
to additional education to further their career goals. 

Hospital Corporation of America (HCA), the nation's leading 
provider of healthcare services, composed of 190 hospitals and 
91 outpatient surgery centers in 23 states, England and 
Switzerland, has signed on as the first corporate sponsor of 
the new College of Health Professions. The Nashville-based 
organization was one of the nation's first hospital companies 
and today employs nearly 200,000 people. HCA has made a 
significant financial contribution to WGU, and will be actively 
involved in developing the competencies for the WGU degree 
programs. HCA will be represented on WGU's National Advisory 
Board by Tom May, President of the Far West Division of HCA. 

Enrollment in the first health-related degree programs is 
scheduled to begin September 2006. Degree programs planned 
for development include: 

• M.B.A. with a specialization in health care management 

• M.Ed. with a specialization in health education 

• B.S. in Information Technology with a major in health 
(Continued on page 2.) 
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Secretary Paige Exhorts New Graduates to Make a Difference 
Receives Honorary Degree from WGU 

Dr. Rod Paige, former U. S. Secretary of Education, 
encouraged recent Western Governors University graduates to 
stand against the odds and make a difference. 

In his commencement address in Salt Lake City, which was 
carried live via the web, and also broadcast to a second group 
of graduates in Houston, Texas, Dr. Paige said, "Everyday, 
ordinary people -- nurses, doctors, clergy, law enforcement 
officers, fire fighters and social workers, to name a few -
confront the world of endless demands and each offers moments 
of kindness and compassion which changes lives. I urge all of 
you to seize the moment. You are participating in a wonderful 
world and your knowledge will lead to action." 

Dr. Paige added a special note to the recent graduates of 
the WGU Teachers College: "In my own profession, I see the 
power of inspiring teachers. Omar Bradley said teachers are 
the real soldiers of democracy. A good teacher liberates and 
frees the mind and spirit. I'm so pleased many of you here 
have earned your Masters in education." 

The enthusiastic audience was composed of candidates 
for baccalaureate and master's degrees, representing a total 
graduating class of 189 from 39 states and 2 foreign countries, 
along with their families. 

Secretary Paige became the 7th U.S. Secretary of Education 
in 2001, serving until last year. The son of a principal and a 

Secretary Paige along with WGU President Mendenhall congratulate recent graduate 
Susan Kuykendall. 

librarian in public schools, he was previously Superintendent 
of the Houston Independent School District. 

As Secretary, Dr. Paige was instrumental in WGU receiving 
a $10 million Star Schools grant which provided the key funding 
for the development of the WGU Teachers College, which in 
its third year already has enrolled over 3000 current and 
prospective K-12 teachers. In recognition of his professional 
accomplishments, and his support of WGU, Dr. Paige was 
awarded an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree from 
Western Governors University at the commencement ceremony. 
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information systems 

• B.S. in Health Information Management 

• B.S. in Nursing for associate degree and hospital diploma
prepared R.N.s 

• M.S. in Nursing with specializations in education, leadership 
and management, and public health 

• M.P.H. with specializations in epidemiology, health 
promotion and education, and health administration 

• M.S. in Health Science with specializations in allied health 
education, and leadership and management 

Joining WGU as Founding Dean of the College of Health 
Professions is Michael Graham, Ph.D. Dr. Graham was previously 
Dean of Health and Human Services for 10 years at Walden 
University, where he created successful online degree programs 
in public health, nursing, and other 
health-related programs. 

According to Dr. Graham, the 
University's goal is to aid the health 
professions industry in meeting the 
demand for professionals and educators. 
"Projections from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics indicate there will be more 
than one million vacant positions for Dr. Michael Graham, Dean, 

registered nurses (R.N.s) by 2010 due CollegeofHealthProfessions. 

to growth in demand for nursing care and net replacements 
due to retirement. Approximately 50% of these vacancies will 
be for R.N.s with baccalaureate or master's nursing degrees." 

Further, Dr. Graham noted, "assisting practitioners in 
meeting their career goals promotes opportunities for 
advancement to positions with increased responsibility and 
compensation, expanded scope of professional authority, and 
management of complex human and material resources. Health 
care agencies, in turn, benefit from employees who continue 
to experience enhanced job satisfaction and higher rates of 
retention. 

Western Governors 
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4001 South 700 East, Suite 700, 
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www.wgu.edu 

Mendenhall Appointed 
to Commission On Future of 
Higher Education 

Dr. Robert Mendenhall, President, Western Governors University. 

U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings selected 
Western Governors University President Bob Mendenhall to serve 
on a 19-member Commission on the Future of Higher Education. 
The new commission is charged with developing a comprehensive 
national strategy for postsecondary education that will meet the 
needs of America's diverse population and also address the 
economic and workforce needs of the country's future. 

Secretary Spellings said, "It is time to examine how we can 
get the most out of our national investment in higher education. 
We have a responsibility to make sure our higher education 
system continues to meet our nation's needs for an educated 
and competitive workforce in the 21st century." 

Mendenhall will serve on the new commission along with 
other university presidents, policymakers, researchers, and top 
executives from IBM, Microsoft, Autodesk and Boeing. 

Secretary Spellings indicated that the commission will engage 
students, families, policymakers, business leaders, and the academic 
community in a national dialogue about key aspects of higher 
education. Through public hearings scheduled to be held around 
the country, the commission will attempt to answer questions 
such as: What skills will students need to succeed in the 21st 
century? How can we make sure America stays the world's leader 
in academic research? And, how can we make sure opportunities 
for quality higher education and top jobs are open to all students? 

Dr. Mendenhall said his appointment to the Commission 
is recognition of WGU as an innovative leader in higher education 
and "our inclusion is competency-based education which 
focuses on results rather than process," he said. 

"We should send students a clear message: If you work 
hard, you can go to college-regardless of how much money your 
parents make," Spellings concluded. "I hope parents, students, 
and community members will take an active role in the 
commission's work. We all have a big stake in the outcome." 



was theonfr that's why winnin& a scholarshif!. 

' WGUu•as such -Ana Maria Bennet M.Ed., Zions Bank Scholarship Recipient. 

WGU Programs Are Approved for Military Tuition Assistance 
Over the past several years WGU has worked diligently 

with the Department of Defense (DOD) to have competency
based education understood and approved for tuition assistance 
for active duty military personnel. WGU's competency-based 
programs presented a challenge to the traditions of the tuition 
assistance program which are based on measuring and paying 
for time in the classroom, although WGU's focus on measuring 
actual learning is ideal for military personnel who have developed 
significant competencies in their military service. After lengthy 
negotiations with the Department of Defense Office of Personnel 
and Readiness, WGU is pleased to announce that its active 
duty military students are now able to receive DOD tuition 
assistance. WGU has already been approved by the Veterans 
Administration for benefits under the Montgomery GI Bill, by 
the Department of Education for Title IV financial aid programs, 
as well as by most corporate tuition reimbursement programs. 

WGU was aided in its negotiations with the DOD by a 
letter of support from the Western Governors Association, and 
by the active involvement of members of the U.S. Congress, 
particularly Senators Stevens and Murkowski and Congressman 
Don Young of Alaska, as well by Senator Ben Nelson of Nebraska, 
a founding governor of the University. The dialogue was 
expedited by and brought to closure through the personal 
involvement of Congressman Chris Cannon of Utah, Chairman 
of the Congressional Western Caucus. "When the Governors 
of 19 Western States created the university, they saw it as way 
to meet the needs of their citizens. But it has grown significantly 
beyond that initial objective and has enormous potential for 
active duty military personnel who want to advance their 
education," noted Cannon. Cannon also indicated that providing 
them tuition assistance is an imperative step to make these 
programs accessible to military service members. 

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Luis F. Lozano, U.S. Army, appreciates 

Tuition Assistance for Active Military Personnel 

the flexibility of online education and WGU's competency
based approach. "Being in the military and working on a graduate 
degree represents a serious challenge. Western Governors University 
online courses provide flexibility, and their competent staff allows 
me the opportunity to accomplish my duties as an Army Officer 
and still work on my education. WGU competency-based programs 
ensure that I retained the knowledge that will set me apart and 
make me successful in my future career," he says. 

AnotherWGU military student adds: "As I progressed 
through the program I began to appreciate the fact that it 
allows me to work at my own pace, on my own time. This is 
a benefit to me because it allows me to participate in the 
required training exercises and Tour of Duty trips and not fall 
behind on my studies. I recently returned from a week long trip 
to Moscow; knowing this, I turned in my assignments prior to 
my trip, which allowed me to concentrate on my mission". 

WGU normally serves full-time students. However, to 
accommodate the requirements of the Department of Defense's 
Office of Personnel and Readiness, WGU will offer a part-time 
option exclusively for servicepersons who are using military 
tuition assistance. 

Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano and Dr. Carl Cohn Join the 
Board of Western Governors University 

Arizona Governor Janet Napolitano and Dr. Carl Cohn, 
superintendent of the San Diego School District, have been 
elected to the Board ofTrustees of Western Governors University. 

Gov. Napolitano is Arizona's 21st governor, 
elected to her first term in November 2002. 
Prior to this, she served as the Attorney General 
of Arizona and as US Attorney for the District 
of Arizona. She graduated summa cum laude 
in political science from Santa Clara University 
and received her Juris Doctorate from the Gov. Janet Napolitano, 

(D)Arizona 

University of Virginia Law School. She currently serves as chair 
of the Western Governors Association. 

Dr. Cohn, recently appointed the Super
intendent of the San Diego School District, 
holds a doctorate from UCLA in Urban and 
Educational Policy and Planning. He was 
previously superintendent of the Long Beach 
Unified School District where the district Dr. Carl Cohn, Super

intendent, San Diego 
achieved record attendance, the lowest rate School District 

of student suspensions in a decade, a decrease in student failure 
and dropout rates, and higher student achievement. 

WGU is governed by a board of trustees made up of educators, 
industry leaders, and governors. 



- Matthew Excell, MBA Candidate, Senior Consultant -The Possibility Forge, Inc. 

As Enrollment and Programs Increase Western Governors 
University Adds New Administrative Executives 

With enrollment rapidly increasing, degree programs 
expanding, and corporate interest in Western Governors 
University rising, the executive ranks of the university have 
been expanded. In announcing the appointments of four new 
executives, President Bob Mendenhall said, "These individuals 
bring a wealth of experience and management strength to 
WGU, which will help us continue our growth while maintaining 
and enhancing the quality of our programs and services for 
students." 

Byron Russell recently joined WGU 
as Vice President of Development. During 
and after his education at the University 
of Maryland, College Park, he began a 
career in international politics in the British 
House of Commons specializing in human 
rights issues in southern Africa. After Byron Russell, vice 
returning to Washington, he served as a President, Development 
columnist for the Washington Times political magazine Insight, 
covering the U.S. Congress and federal agencies. Prior to joining 
WGU, Byron was Executive Director of the Salt Lake Cultural 
District, creating an emphasis on the arts to increase economic 
development. Some of his past boards include: Westminster 
College, Utah Symphony and Opera, Governor Huntsman's 
Transition Team, Guadalupe Schools, Martin Luther King 
Commission, International Society for 
Human Rights, and UK Parliamentary 
Namibia Delegation. 

Karen McCreary, WGUs General 
Counsel, has practiced law for over 20 
years in a variety of settings including 
private practice and in-house counsel. She 
developed the University of Utah's Office 

Karen McCreary J.D., 
General Counsel 

of General Counsel where she served as the Senior Associate 
General Counsel providing advice to senior administrators. She 
is an adjunct professor in the Department of Educational 
Leadership and Policy at the University of Utah and consults 
on legal and policy matters in higher education. Karen has a 
J.D. from the University of Utah and an M.A. from the University 
of Denver, Graduate School of International Studies. 

Ken Sorber, a sales and marketing 
executive in the education/technology 
field, has been appointed Vice President 
for Strategic Relations. Prior to joining 
WGU he built and directed regional and 
national sales teams for Wicat Systems, 
Academic Systems Corp., and Vinca Corp. 
He served as VP of Sales and Marketing Ken Sorber, Vice President, 
for Netoria, Inc. until that company was Strategic Relations 
acquired by Novell. Most recently, Ken served as President of 
the Tennessee Nashville Mission which was a three year 
volunteer position with his church. 

Patricia Logan, Ph.D. serves as the WGU Director of 
Information Technology Programs. She has 
held senior management positions in the 
banking and insurance industries. Pat has 
also been an associate professor in 
information systems, teaching 
undergraduate and graduate courses in 
networks, computer forensics, information 
security, and multimedia. Her research Dr. Patricia Logan, Director 
includes articles and presentations on of Information Technology 

f d 
Programs 

in ormation security e ucation, computer 
forensics, network security, and auditing information systems. 

Western Governors University National Advisory Board 
The WGU National Advisory Board was created in order to 

enhance the implementation of the WGU mission, and aid in 
the strategic planning process of the WGU. The NAB serves at 
the pleasure of the Board ofTrustees and consists of a diverse 

group of industry representatives. The primary aim of the NAB 
is to foster a global and visionary perspective consistent with 
the successful implementation of Western Governors University. 
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