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WGU graduates urged 
to grow and gain skills 
Ex-governor speaks 
at commencement 
foronline program 
By Stephen Speclanan 1 
Deseret.Momlng Nel•.s 

Former Colorado G-Ov. Roy 
Romer told Western Governors 
University graduates Saturdajt 
to be curious , inquire, express 
Lhein.selve.s, grow and gain the 
skins a:nd knowledge it takes to 
cornpete and do more in 
todays global job market 

"Thats U1e most exciting use 
of freedom we · all have,'' 
Romer told 44 graduates who 
came f'rom as far as Alaska and 
New York. 

Commencement ceremonies 
were held at U1e University of 
Utah because the Web-based 
WGU does not rely on build · 
ings to deliver its curriculum 

to student£. 
This weekend's graduating 

class was the largest in WGU's 
10-year history, with 243 stu
dents Crom 41 states. 

WGU bills itself as tl e only 
accredited university in the 
country that offers online 
competency-based degree pro-
grams. . . . 

"This has been a steep bill, 
. ky a··· sometimes a roe roa , 

Romer said of WGU's growth 
since its inception. 

Romer, who received an hon
omrv doctorate degree at the 
ceremony, is one of the 
founders of WGU. He is now 
superintendent of the Los 
Angeles School Distric~ which 
has about 730;000 students, 
80.000 employees and, Romer 
noted, about 6.5,000 gang mem
bers within dist.rfot bound
ru:ies. 

Romer crafted his speech 
around the U1eme "life or the 
mind," which led him to talk 

about how achievement scores ' 
in his school district have 
made a drnmatic improver. 
ment. 

Those scores have improve4,, 
he added, because of raised 
expectations and a more rigo.1r 
ous cuYriculum for all stu~ 
dents, 'intense ' traini.ng fo,r 
teachers and better use of data 
collected from increased diagr 
nostic testing of students. . , r1 

''I bope that you ,~,rn con, 
staaUy use the experience o,f 
the mind h1 a reative and joy,- • 
ous way,' Romer tol _ , 
graduates. 1 J' 

WGU is a private, nonprofit ~ 
university founded in 1997 by v_.,_ 
19 governors and is s~pporte~ : I 
by at least 20 co:rporattons and 
foundations. The school offers, 
bachelor's and master's . - • 
degrees in information t.ecb~1 . iJ 
nology, business and educ-a~ hr A 
tion.. 1• h 
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