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$3 million grant to aid online teacher education 
From eSchool News staff 
and wire service reports 

To help increase the pool of highly qual
ified teachers in rural school systems, par
ticularly in the hard-to-fill disciplines of 
math and science, the U.S. Department of 
Labor has awarded a $3 million grant to 
Western Governors University (WGU), 
an online school. WGU says it will use the 
money to develop a new model for web
based teacher education that can be imple
mented on a national scale. 

"America's economy is increasingly 
knowledge-based, and our future success 
depends on today's students excelling aca
demically, especially in math and science," 
said Secretary of Labor Elaine L. Chao. 
"With this $3 million grant, Western 
Governors University will launch an inno
vative program to boost the quality of ed
ucation in rural areas through improved and 
[more] accessible teacher training ." 

WGU will partner with the Am erican 
Association of Colleges for Teacher 
Education to implement and evaluate this 
rural teacher initiative. The project will in
clude working with states, workforce in
vestment boards, one-stop career centers, 
and rural school districts to identify and pre
pare potential teacher candidates. 

Additionally , the grant will help WGU 
provide scholarships of up to $1,500 per stu
dent, per term , for up to five term s. Each 
scholarship will cover more than half the cost 
of online tuition for a six-month term, for a 
total of up to $7,500 for qualified students. 

"One of the biggest issues is that many 
rural districts don ' t have convenient access 
to an accredited teachers college," said Ken 
Sorber, WGU's vice president of strategic 
relations and the grant project leader. "If 
you get very remote, and you' re talking 
about areas where it's hours away to go to 
a college, typical I y you' II find fewer high
ly qualified [teachers] in math and science." 
· Rural school administrators feel the 

pain of losing teachers to districts in less 
remote areas. 

"Ot,lf district is more than rural; it is iso
lated ," said Toni Turk, a federal programs 
director with the San Juan School District 
in Utah . "As a result, recruited teachers 
often face culture shock, and many give us 
only three to five good years before mov
ing on to other career options ." 

Turk added: " As a rule, we don ' t at
u·act those with advanced degrees who have 
matured in their careers. Accordingly, we 
have learned that we have to 'g row our 
own.' This nece ss itates finding the needed 
re so urce s to assist teachers with career
broadening opportunities. Because of our 
isolation, distance-learning arrangi::ments 
are a real asset." 

Turk said Utah in panicular is nut pro
ducing enough teachers to offset retirements . 

"Education in Utah h~s become a 
teacher's market," Turk said . "More often 
than not, urban districts are able to offer po
sitions in communities with more ameni
ties. Accordingly, we need to find ways to 
make us more competitive in attracting 
teacher replac ement s." 

WGU, a nonprofit, private univ ersity 
, , . uded and suppo1ted by the governors of 
19 western states, will receive $1 million 
per year for three years to test the new 
teacher training model. 

WGU will offer aca<lemic support and 
mentoring throughout the program, as well 

as professional development opportunities 
for up to one year following a student's grad
uation from the program. The distance
learning aspect of the progrdffi allows indi
viduals to continue residing in their com
munities while accessing their classes online . 

WGU's mission is to expand access to 
higher education through its online, com
petency-based degree programs. Because 
the degrees are offered online, they are ac
cessible to those living in rural areas who 
cannot travel long distances to participate 
in classes at traditional campuses. 

The competency-based programs focus 
on measuring what students know and can 
do, rather than measuring time or credit 

hours, and allow working adults that have 
competencies-for example, in math and 
science-to complete their programs more 
quickly but without compromising the 
quality of education, according to the 
university. 

The WGU Teachers College was es
tablished four years ago and already has 
graduated more than 1,100 teachers. 

"Rural areas throughout the country are 
in need of talented professionals to prepare 
young people for careers in growing indus
tries," said Emily Stover DeRocco, assistant 
secretary of labor for employment and train
ing. "The [online] competency-based cur
riculum Western Governors University is 

testing will offer new and innovative ways 
for prospective teachers to gain their cre
dentials and find rewarding careers in rural 
America's classrooms ." ~ 

See these related links: 
U.S. Department of Labor 
http://www.dol.gov 

WGU Scholarships for Rural Math and Science 
Educators 
http://www.wgu.edu/ruraleducators 

For more on "Grants & Funding," visit our 
FREE archives of over 3,500 articles. Go to 
www.eschoolnews.com/news/browse.cfm 

Measure what matters most. 
Assess with Acuity'Mand gain valuable insight 

into your students' progress. 

Most assessments can show you how your students are doing today, but only Acuity has the 
in-depth research to forecast how your students will do tomorrow on the state NCLB test. Acuity's 
modular, learning-based assessment program includes both predictive and diagnostic tests that 
help teachers monitor student progress throughout the year and support early intervention . 

Here's what teachers and educators are saying about Acuity: 

.. Includes predictive tests that correlate with state standards 

.. Has diagnostic tests aligned to curriculum pacing guides 

Allows online scoring for immediate results 

.. Generates in-depth reports that monitor student progress 

~ Provides links to instruction that teachers can use for intervention and review 

• Includes 20,000+ practice questions for customized testing 

v Is easy to administer by the classroom teacher in one class period 

For Grades 3-8 and the high school NCLB test. 

~CTB 
tiiffJi McGraw-Hill 

ACUITY 
Assessmen t Foc used on Learning 

Take a tour of Acuity at AcuityForSchool.com 

or call us at 800-538-954 7 
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