
on Department 
of Labor Grant 

W estern Governors University 
(WGU) recently received a 
$3-million grant from th e 

U.S. Department of Labor to help 
increase the number of trained teach
ers in rural areas over 3 years. AACTE 
will partn er vvith WGU to evaluate the 
initiativ e. 

The central vision for the project is 
to increase the national pool of quali
fied rural teachers, particularly in the 
hard-to-fill disciplines of mathematic s 
and science, and to disseminate a new 
model for addressing workforce devel
opment of rural teacher s that can be 
implemented on a national scale. 

"We hope that this collaboration 
will help broaden innovativ e model s 
of teacher preparation in rural areas 
and address the need for rural teach
ers in the science and mathematic s 
disciplines ," said AACTE President / 
CEO Sharon P. Robinson. "Ultimately, 
we see this as an effort to serve all 
learners and to improve K-12 student 

achievement in rural communities ." 
AACTE will utilize the findings 

from the project to discuss results and 
observations with teacher education 
leaders and state-approval agencies. 
A final evaluation report , which th e 
Association will disseminate , will in
clude analysis of lessons learned that 
may be applicable to other model s. 

The project will involve working 
with states, workforce investment 
boards , one-stop career centers, and 
rural school districts to identify and 
prepar e potential teacher candidates. 
WGU will offer qualified candidate s 
up to $7,500 in online scholarships as 
well as academic support and men
toring following graduation from th e 
program . 

In addition to preparing and 
placing highly qualified teachers in 
hard-to-fill rural positions-who, in 
turn , presumably will have an impact 
on thousands of students annually 
and hundreds of thousands over their 
teaching careers-this project has the 
potential to create a self-sustaining 
effort long into the future in rural 
teacher education. 

The Department of Labor fund
ing will support the initial investment 

NEW AT AACTE.ORG 
AACTE Member Directory 

The 2006-2007 AACTE Directory 
of Members is now available online. 
The PDF file is accessible to member 
institutions through their member 
log-in and password at the "Mem
bers Only" section at www.aacte.org. 

Limited print copies are available 
for purchase; click the Publications 
link on the web site for information . 

In addition, AACTE has recently 
mailed a request for updated mem
ber information to each institution 's 
chief representative. Corrections 
should be made on these forms and 
returned to AACTE. 

For any other data updates or 
questions , please contact Kim Mur
ray, coordinator for membership , 
at kmurra y@aacte.org or 202 / 293-
2450 ext. 515. 

Call for Volunteers for 2008 
AACTE is seeking volunteers 

to serve on the Board of Directors , 
committees, or the NCATE Board 
of Examiners as well as proposal 
reviewers for the 2008 Annual Meet
ing & Exhibits. Visit www.aacte .org/ 
About_ Us/ 07callforvolunteers. pdf. 

Sustainable Development 
AACTE has joined a group of 14 

other higher education associations in 
a national network working to further 
the goals of UNESCO's Decade of 
Education for Sustainable Develop
ment. Visit www.aacte.org for details . 

JUSTEC Seminar in Hawaii 
Information about the 2007 Ja

pan-U.S. Teacher Education Con
sortium Seminar is available at 
vvww .aacte.org / Events /justec.aspx. ® 

of outreach to rural students and 
school districts as well as the creation 
of ongoing relationships for recruit
ing and serving students, including 
mechanisms for student teaching and 
clinical supervision. 

Once these mechanisms are in 
place , WGU will continue to inter
face with the workforce-development 
system in meeting the critical needs in 
rural K-12 teacher education and will 
serve these districts and teachers for 
many years to come. 

In its broadest aspect, this project 
will also serve as an important model 
of the value and quality of distance 
learning for rural students and dem
onstrate the effectiveness of compe
tency-based education for working 
adults and second-career profession
als in teacher education. 

AACTE's evaluation component 
of the project will focus on the use of 
technology-based delivery systems in 
traditional teacher preparation pro
grams as well as on using education 
faculty partners from project states as 
a leadership cadre to help colleges of 
education establish collaborative ac
tivities with local and state workforce 
agencies.~ 

Take Our STEM Survey 
AACTE is collecting informa

tion on member institutions' 
preparation programs for sci
ence, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) edu
cators. 

This information will be 
featured in a searchable database 
and highlighted during the 
AACTE Day on the Hill, June 

20-21 in Washington, DC. ,1 

Members are encouraged to 

respond by Friday, April 20 . . I 
To complete the survey, go to • 

www .surveymonkey.com/ ! 
s.asp?u=160993424990 

Please contact Mary Harrill
McClellan with any questions at 
mharrill@aacte.org. & 



IRA Synthesizes Research on How to < expand the UTeach program nationwide. , . 
Prepare Educators to Teach Reading UTeach is a collaboration between the university's 

The International ReadingAssociationhas issued a College of Education and .College of Natural Sciences _ 
report synthesizing the results :oftwo research efforts on that recruits math and science students to become K-12 

_ teacher preparation for reading instruction. teacher _s)'he Co~lege ofNatural Sciences created the · 
The report identifies six common features of effec- UTeach-Institute to work with -other ciunpuses inte:r- -

tive preparation programs: -ested in replicating the model. · 
> Content based on an integrated body of research a_bout The new funding will support up to io other institu-

how studefrts learn to read _- tions to begin implementing UTeach this fall. Subse~ -
> A committed faculty that mode1s effective· instruction quent grants are also planned. 
> _~Systematically arrayed" field experienceslinked to Visit www.uteach-institute.org or 
_ coursework and enhanced by effective mentors www.nationalniathandscience.org. 
~ A t!iorough commitment to diver'sity, reflected in both ' · • -
rlc faculty and student populations and exemplified in gradu- , CALDl;R lssu~s-Workmg Papers "-_ 

ates' ability to teach diverse students well - · Four recent education reports _ are available froni _the 
> Regular assessment of students, graduates; faculty, and National Center for the Analysis of Longitudinal Data in 

curriculum to inform improvements Education Research (CALDER). 
-> A central vision of quality teaching and governance that - > TeacherTrdining, Teache~ Quality, and Student . 

- affords faculty appropriate control to .realize that vision. - Achievement examines data from Florida and finds little -
Teaching Reading Well: A Synthesis of the Inter- correlation between teachers'_ preparation and their stu-

national Reading Association's Research 'on .Teacher dents' achievement. · · 
Preparation for Reading Instruction is avaHable online > Also using Florida data, The Effects ofNBPTS-Certified 
at www.reading.org/downloads/resources/teaching_ · __ Teachers on Student Achievement finds that having a. · 
reading_well:pdf. · · National _Board ·Certified Teacher pro<ltices uneven effects 

on students. · - _. 
Chamber of Commerce Grades 
States on School Effectiveness· 

A new report card from the U.S. Chamber of Com
merce and the Center for American Progress brings a __ 
highly critical business perspective to fudging states' 
education effectiveness. 

Overall, the report finds that states "need to do a far 
better job of monitoring and delivering quality school
ing." The greatest obstacle to effective monitoring is the 
"alarming" lack of data on school and student perfor
mance; states' performance in delivering quality educa- , 
tion _is "unacceptable." 

"While a number of states are engaged in promising 
efforts to build more innovative and accountable K-12 
systems," the report says, "there would have been far 
more Cs, Ds, and Fs had we not graded on a curve." 

Indicators _graded on the report cards include aca-
· demic achievement, rigor of standards, data quality, 
'-'return on investment," and other areas. 

Leaders and-Laggards is available online at 
www.uschamber.com/icw/reportcard/default. 

UTeach Institute Receives $12 ·sM 
From ExxonMobil Foundation 

The ExxonMobil Foundation has committed $125 
million to the National Math and Science Initiative and 
the University of Texas at Austin's UTeach Institute to 

> How .and Why Do Teacher CredentialsM~tter for 
Student Achievement? shows a generally positive correla
tion between teacher credentials and_student learning 
in math but less in reading, based on data from North -
Carolina. . - - -' · - ,. 

> High Poverty Schools and the Distribution of Teachers 
and Principals also looks at North Carolina data and finds 
that high-:poverty schools have significantly less~qualified 
teachers:than do low-poverty schools. · · 

The working papers are .available online at 
www.caldercenter.org/research/publications.cfm. 

ICET Proposal Deadline 
Extended to April 10 

The deadline for submitting paper proposals has 
been extended to April 10 for the 52nd World Assembly 
of the International Council on Education for Teaching 
(ICET). -

The conference, to be held July 16-19 at the Uni
versity of San Diego (CA) in conjunction with the 7th 
annual Border Pedagogy Conference, has three major 
strands: 
> Developing Teacher Leaders for a Global Community 
> Language, Culture, and Inclusion Issues in Education 
> Peace and Human Rights Education 

Visit www.nl.edu/icet and click on World Assembly 
for details.t 
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