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News Brief - 1/30/09 

A Debt Worth Having 

Getting a degree online can be a wise investment 

Salt Lake City, Utah - If you're looking for a job , hoping to get a promotion , or just trying to stay employed 
during these tough economic times , finding a way to distinguish yourself from the ever-increasing 
competition is getting harder every day. And , if you've been thinking about getting a degree , you know 
that having the right degree from an accredited institution is one of the best ways to improve your short
term job prospects as well as your long-term earning potential. So it seems pretty simple-it's time to get 
that degree-but is now a good time to borrow money for college? 

The answer is yes-there's no question that investing in a degree in your field will make you more 
employable and increase your earning potential. 2005 U.S. Census figures indicate that average annual 
salaries for individuals with bachelor's degrees are more than 40% higher than for those with high school 
diplomas. And if you're considering a master's degree , salaries for individuals with advanced degrees are 
33% higher than for those with bachelor's . 

As you consider investing in your education , you should approach it just as you would any other 
investment-research your options , consider the "pros and cons ," and make a plan that will work for you 
and help keep your debt as low as possible . Here are some tips to help you ensure that you're investing 
wisely: 

1. Choose the right degree-Make sure the degree you choose is one that will advance your 
career . CareerBuilder .com , the nation's largest recruitment and career advancement source , 
recently identified the top five sectors for job growth : Education , Government , Sales , Healthcare , 
and Information Technology. 

2. Choose a program that's right for you-As you consider your options and make your plans , be 
sure to take the time to learn all you can . Here are some things to consider: 

1. Are you working full-time? 
2. Have you completed some coursework in your field? 
3. Do you have real-world experience in your field? 
4. Do you enjoy setting your own pace and learning independently? 

If you answered yes to these questions , an online university could be your best-and most 
affordable-option . You can keep working , which will allow you to borrow less, and complete your 
degree at your own pace . 

3. Choose the right school-Once you decide that an online degree program makes sense for you, 
you'll find that there are many online colleges and universities to choose from . Be sure to 
investigate Western Governors University , recently recognized by TIME Magazine as "the best 
relatively cheap university you've never heard of." Fully accredited, WGU offers 50 bachelor's and 
master's degree programs in education , IT, business and healthcare, all completely online . The 
WGU model is ideal for working adults : 

o Real-world experience and previous education count-you'll earn your degree by 
demonstrating competency , not taking classes . 

o You determine the pace-WGU is for students who are serious about earning their 
degrees in as little time as possible , but programs are designed to be flexible to allow you 
to live your life and meet your other responsibilities . You can start your degree at the 
beginning of any month-you don't have to wait for the next semester to begin. 

o It's affordable-WGU is a nonprofit university , and undergrad tuition starts at $2,890 per 
six-month term. Unlike other schools that charge by the credit or limit how much you can 
do in a term , WGU allows you to complete as much work as you choose during your term . 
So, you can accelerate your work and earn your degree faster , saving on tuition and 
reducing the amount you'll need to borrow. 

o Help with financial aid is available-WGU can help you understand the process and find 
the student loan that's right for you. 

o Alumni have access to career services-Through WGU's alumni website , you'll be able to 
get tips for building your resume as well as access to a number of employment databases . 

Money borrowed to complete a degree is a debt worth having . Getting your degree can be the most 
important thing you'll do to build a career , improve your job security , and enhance your earning potential. 

By earning your degree online at Western Governors University , you can make the most of every dollar 
and start realizing the return on your investment sooner. 
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"Competency-based ... " 
"I like the idea of a 
competency-based program. In 
some areas I already had 
expertise and skills so I could 
take an independent study 
class and build the portfolio and 
take the exams. In other areas I 
needed more instruction." 

-Gretchen Burr, WGU 
graduate , high school teacher 

"I am an expert ... " 
"Western Governors has raised 
the bar for online courses. 
Instead of graduating from their 
courses and saying, "I have 
passed all of the requirements," 
they want their students to say, 
"I graduated from WGU and I 
am an expert in the field of ... " 
-Jeffrey Cravy, WGU graduate 

student 

"Competency-based ... " 
"Google has pioneered the idea 
of access to information. The 
reason Google thinks WGU is 
such a good idea is because 
WGU has pioneered the 
concept of competency-based 
education whenever you want 
it." 
-Eric Schmidt , CEO of Google 

Inc. 
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