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News Release: Gov. Daniels 
Announces New University, 
6/11 /10 
Executive Order establishes charter for WGU Indiana, the state's 
first competency-based university 

Indianapolis- Governor Mitch Daniels today announced the 
estab lishment of WGU Indiana, http ://i ndiana .wgu .edu , a new online, 

competency-based university aimed at expa nding access to higher 

education for Hoosiers. Formed by a partnership between the state 
and Western Governors University, the nation's only non-profit , 
competency-based university, WGU Indiana offers accredited 

bachelor 's and master's degrees in bus iness , teache r educat ion, 

informat ion technology , and hea lth professions, ind uding nursing 

"Today we mark the begi nning of, in a rea l sense , India na's 8th state 

university . WG U Indiana will fill the clearest and most challe nging gap 

remaini ng in our fam ily of higher educat ion op portunities , helping 

thousands of adu lt Hoos iers attain the college degrees they've wanted 

and needed , on a schedule they can manage, at a cos t they can 

afford," sai d Daniels, wh o was elected to the boa rd of directo rs of 

WGU in Janua ry. 

WGU Indiana's academic model is unique-rather than earn ing 

degrees based on credit hours or time spent in class , students are 

requi red to demonst rate competency in degree subject matter . They 

advance by wri ting papers, completi ng ass ignments , and passing 

exams that demo nstra te thei r knowledge of requ ired su bject matte r. 

Thi s allows stud ents to move qu ickly through areas wh ere they have 

prior work or acad emic experience and focus on the areas they sti ll 

need to lea rn. Leaming is indiv idualized and gui ded by the one-on-one 

support of a facu lty mentor . Degree programs are rigorous and 

cha llenging, but desi gned to allow students to schedu le their studies 

to accommodat e work and fa mily obl igat ions. Tuition is afford able, 
approximate ly $6,000 per year for most degree prog rams , and Indiana 

state and federa l financial aid are ava ilable 

WGU Indiana is being estab lished with support from the Lumina 

Founda tion for Education and the Bill & Mel inda Gates Foundation . 

The univers ity wi ll operate independen t of direct state fund ing and be 

self-sustaining on tuition . Earli er today , the Indian a Comm ission for 

Higher Educa tion adopted a reso lut ion supporti ng the go vernor's 

exec utive order that estab lishes WG U Indiana in partners hip with 

Western Governors University. 

"WGU Indiana is a great exa mple of the innovat ive thi nking that is very 

much needed in higher educat ion today," said Jamie Merisotis, 

preside nt of the Lumina Foundation for Educat ion. Hits onl ine , 

competency-based approach to learni ng shows great promise as a 

cost-effect ive mode l for delivering quality higher educat ion ." 

"Inno vatio n is critica l if we are to drama tically increas e the number of 

yo ung people wh o ea rn a degree or credential after high school ," said 

Mark Milliron , dep uty di rector of postsecondary success fo r the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Founda tion . "The programs offe red by WG U Indiana, 

which allow students to work full time w hile they earn thei r deg rees, 

offer another pathway for students to co mplete a qua lity college 
education ." 

A llison Barber has been appointed as WGU Indiana Chance llor. A 

native of Indiana and former Indiana public schoo l teacher, Ms. Barber 

has served in deve lopme nt and educat ion roles in the gove rnme nt and 

non-prof it sect or for nearly 20 years . She will be based in the WGU 

India na ma in office in Indianapo lis, but will work with com munity and 

business leaders throughou t the state to help increase awar ene ss of 
the universi ty. In additio n, the governor has named seven Hoosie rs to 

the WGU India na Adv isory Board: 

David Harr is , Pr es ide nt & CEO, The Mind T rust 
Kat hy Dav is, fo rm er Lie utenant Governor , fo under of Davis 

Des ign G roup 

Jam ie Me risot is, Presi dent & C EO, Lumi na Foun dat ion for 

Ed uca tion 

Li nd a Bus kirk , Presi dent , Account ab le So lutions , Inc . 

V ince Bert ram , Sup erintendent , Evan sv ille V an de rb urg h 

School Corpo ration 

State Se nator Earlin e Roge rs, Ind ian a 

Ron St iver , Senior Vi ce Pres ident , Engagemen t & Ex ternal 

Affai rs, C larian Heal th 

Sharon Sm ith 

Phone: 385.428.3902, ext. 3902 
Email: sharon .smi th@wg u.edu 
More Information: 877-214-
7014 
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