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Robert Mende nhall, president of Western Governors Unlvenity, accepts the McGraw Prize in 
Education on Tuesday at the New York Public Library. 

Western Governors wins 
more national recognition 
Awards » President 
wins McGraw Prize 
in Education. 

By BRIAN MAFFLY 
Thc SoltLokeTribune 

Utah-based Western 
Governors University has 
garnered two prestigious 
honors , further feathering 
the cap of the online school 
that is reinventing delivery 
of higher education. 

The McGraw-Hill Com
panies has named WGU 
president Robert Menden
hall , who helped estab
lished the nonprofit school 
a decade ago and led it ever 

2010 winners of the McGraw Prize in Education are Christopher 
Cerf, Robert Mendenhall and Lany Rosenstock. 
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WGU was also honor ed er than credit hours. 
recently with the Ralph E. , wgu .edu 
Gomory Award for Quali
ty Online Education by the 
Sloan Consortium , an as
sociation of organizations 
engaged in online learning. 
The award is given annual
ly to schoo ls that demon
strate comm itment to as
sessing and improving the 
quality of online education 
programs. 

"WGU's flexibilit y, ac
cessibility , and affordabil-
ity have made a college 
degree attainable for the 
first t ime ," wrote a Mc-
Graw spokeswoman in an 
e-mail. "Mendenhall has 
created a compelling exam-
ple of how technology and 
a competency-based aca-
demic model - where stu-
dents earn degrees by dem-
onstrat ing what they know 
and can do - can expand 
access to higher educat ion." 

In addition to Menden
ha ll, this year's McGraw 
winners include Christop
er Cerf. creator of the pop
ular public television kids ' 
show "Between the Lions," 

for elementary education; and 
Larry Rosenstock , founding 
principal of High Tech High, 
a network of charter h igh 
schoo ls serving minor ity and 
d isadvantaged students that 
has had success placing near ly 
all its graduates in college, for 
secondary education. 

Past winners include 

Geoffrey Canada of Harlem 
Childr en's Zone an·d Teach 
for America co-founder Wen
dy Kopp. 

Last summer , the Obama 
Admi n istration dispatched 
Undersecretary of Educa
tion Martha Ka nter to ad
dress WGU 's commence
ment , where she extolled the 
school's success in dev~ 
a new model . virtually from 
scratch , that awards meaning
ful degrees to work ing adults 
who are not well served by 
trad itional campuses. 

Former Utah Gov. Michael 
Leavitt recruited Mendenhall 
from Brigh am Young Univer
sity in the late 1990s to help 
launch his idea for a new kind 
ofimiver sity. The school, run 
out of a Salt Lake City office 
build ing, now enrolls 20,000 
from all 50 states in profes 
sional degree programs target
ing education, business, health 
and information technology. 
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