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-Kathleen Kingsbury, 
TIME Magazine 

Education Reporter 

to expand access to higher education 

Astable, successful economy requires a workforce with higher levels of education and 
marketable credentials in high-demand fields. Western Governors University shares the goals of 

workforce investment boards, providing the means for dislocated workers to learn independent of 
time and place and to earn degrees that are credible to employers. 

WGU's Unique History in Higher Education 
Western Governors University is an online, non-profit university founded by the governors of 

19 U.S. states. At no other time in the history of higher education have the governors of several states 
joined together to create a university. 

Created to expand access to higher education through online, competency-based degree 
programs, WGU's mission has remained one of helping working adults meet their educational goals, 
improve their career opportunities, and fit their education into their lives, not the other way around. 

WGU has flourished into a national university, serving over 14,000 students ( as of July 1, 2009) 
from all 50 states. 

The WGU Advantage: The Competency-Based Approach to Education 
WGU's academic approach is fundamentally competency-based (not credit-hour based). Students 

are asked to demonstrate mastery of critical skills and knowledge in specific subject areas through a 
series of challenging assessments-in other words, demonstrate competency. As assessment may be a 
test, a project, an essay, or another practical demonstration of a required skill. 

The advantage? WGU's approach enables students with significant experience in a given field 
to use their already developed knowledge and skills to their benefit. Since there are no rigid class 
schedules, students can complete assessments when they feel they are competent enough to do so. If 
they are able to complete their assessments faster, they can significantly accelerate the time it takes to 
finish their degree programs. 

Special Recognition and Grants 
WGU's competency-based degree programs are supported by academic and industry leaders alike, 
offering their support to WGU in the form of industry expertise, scholarship monies, and grant money 
for program development. Here are some examples: 

California Workforce and Labor Development Board - $900,000. To support nursing 
prelicensure program development and approval in California. 
Texas Workforce Commission - $500,000. To support nursing prelicensure program 
development and approval in Texas. 
U.S. Department of Labor - $3 million. Grant money for scholarships that work towards 
expanding access to mathematics and science education degree programs in rural communities. 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation - $1.2 million. Grant money to examine how WGU's 
competency-based degree programs can help improve the nation's low graduation rates among 
low-income and minority students ages 18-26. 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation - $725,000. Grant money to expand access to online nursing 
degree programs that address the nation's nursing shortage. 

WGU also offers scholarships in collaboration with the Hispanic Scholarship Fund and the AARP Foundation. 
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WGU's Program Offerings 

WGU's competency-based, nationally and regionally accredited degree programs are a great fit for 
dislocated workers, career changers, and anyone else who needs a bachelor's or master's degree to be 
highly employable. For students who come in with an associate's degree or significant competence in 
their chosen field, all of these programs can realistically be completed in two years or less. 

Teachers College 
B.A. Interdisciplinary Studies (K-8) 
B.A. Early Childhood Education (PK-3) 
B.A. Special Education (PK-12) 
B.A. Science (5-9) 
B.A. Science ( Chemistry, 5-12) 
B.A. Science (Physics, 5-12) 
B.A. Science (Biological Science, 5-12) 
B.A. Science ( Geosciences, 5-12) 
B.A. Mathematics (5-9 or 5-12) 
B.A. Social Science ( 5-12) 
Post-Baccalaureate Teacher Preparation Program 

(K-8) 
Post-Baccalaureate Teacher Preparation Program, 

Mathematics (5-9 or 5-12) 
Post-Baccalaureate Teacher Preparation Program, 

Science (5-9 or 5-12) 
Post-Baccalaureate Teacher Preparation Program, 

Social Science (5-12) 
M.A. Teaching (K-8) 
M.A. Teaching, Mathematics (5-9 or 5-12) 
M.A. Teaching, Science (5-9 or 5-12) 
M.A. Teaching, Social Science (5-12) 
M.Ed. Instructional Design 
M.Ed. Learning and Technology 
M.Ed. Measurement and Evaluation 

Note: Not all programs may be eligible for 
assistance. Check with your state's workforce 
investment board for a list of approved programs. 

College of Business 
B.S. Business Management 
B.S. Business-H R Management 
B.S. Business-IT Management 
B.S. Marketing Management 
B.S. Accounting 
B.S. Finance 
B.S. Sales and Sales Management 
Master of Business Administration (MBA) 
MBA- IT Management 

College of Information Technology 
B.S. Information Technology 
B.S. IT-Networks Administration 
B.S. IT-Networks Design and Management 
B.S. IT-Databases 
B.S. IT-Security 
B.S. IT-Software 
M.S. Information Security and Assurance 

College of Health Professions 
B.S. Nursing (Prelicensure) 
B.S. Nursing (RN to BSN) 
B.S. Health Informatics 
M.S. Nursing-Education (BSN to MSN) 
M.S. Nursing-Education (RN to MSN) 
M.S. Nursing-Leadership and Management 

(BSN to MSN) 
M.S. Nursing-Leadership and Management 

(RN to MSN) 
MBA- Healthcare Management 

The Potential to Accelerate Time to Completion 

At WGU, we believe students should benefit from what they already know. Because WGU is competency
based, time in a degree program is determined by passing required assessments. We don't require 
students to spend time ( or money) studying material they've already mastered. Students are able to draw 
upon their experience to complete assessments and potentially go faster. 

There is a monetary bonus for finishing faster: Tuition at WGU is charged on a flat rate every six months 
(not per credit). Therefore, students who finish faster will not only save time, but also money. 

NBC Nightly News 

Reports on WGU: 

11 The dreams of 19 

U.S. governors have 

become [WGU grad 

Angie Gonzalez's] 

dream fulfilled.,, 

-Tom Costello, 
NBC Reporter. 

NBC Nightly News 
with Brian Williams 

VA and GI Bill Approved 

Regionally Accredited 

Nationally Accredited 

CCNE Accredited 

Affordable Tuition 

NCGTE 
The Standard of Excellence 
1n Teacher Preparation 

An NCATE Accredited 
Institution 

3 www.wgu.edu 



• The paper used in this piece 
has been manufactured from 
responsibly managed forests. 

"The reason Google thinks 

WGU is a good idea is 

because WGU has pioneered 

the concept of competency

based education whenever 

you want it. " 

-Eric Schmidt, CEO of Google 

WESTERN GOVERNORS UNIVERSITY 
ONLINE. ACCELERATED. AFFORDABLE. ACCREDITED. 

1.866.225.5948 
www.wgu.edu 
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