
BY THE 
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Execut ive Department 
Austin, Texas 

August 3, 2011 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
RP75 

Relating to the establish111e11t and suppo rt of Wes/em Govemors University Tex:as 

WHEREAS, although enrollment in all Texas institutions of higher educat ion has increa sed 
47 percent since 2000, there is still a significant need to provide adult learners with greater 
access to opportunities to obtain higher education degrees; and 

WHEREAS , increasing the number of Texans with college degrees and credentials will make 
Texas even more compet itive in the globa l economy; and 

WHEREAS , Western Governors Univers ity (WGU) , a nationally recognized , nonprofit, 
independent university that is region ally and nation ally accred ited , offers online degree s 
based on demons trated compe tency as opposed to degrees based on credit hours, clock hours 
or grades; and 

WHEREAS , WGU is folly independent and require s no direct state financial participation or 
support ; and 

WHEREAS, Texas helped create WGU in 1997 to provide greater access to affordable 
ed ucation and training opporltmities through online, competen cy-base d programs , and Tex as 
pledged lo take appropriate actions lo support the goals of WGU; and 

WHEREAS , the mission ofWGU is making higher education more affordable while 
improving educational quality; expanding access lo underserved population s, including 
veterans; graduating students , and not just enrolling them; and meeting key workforce needs; 
and 

\VHEREAS , Texas and WG U desire to subs tan tially increa se the availabil ity of this unique 
educational opportunity to Texans by establishing WGU Texas as a nonprofit educ ational 
ins titution in and for the State of Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Texas should take additional significant steps to enable WG lo 
expand its services in Texas for the benefit of our adult learners; 

N OW, THEREFORE , I, RICK PERRY, Governor of the State of Texas , by virtue of the 
power and author ity vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the State of Texas, do 
hereby declare and express the commitm ent of the State of Texa s to WGU and in its 
establ ishment of WGU Texas to meet the needs of more Texas sh1dents by providing online, 
competency -based educationa l oppo1iunities, and in sup port thereof I do hereby call upon: 

All agencies and officia ls of the State of Texa s to work cooperatively with WG U 
toward the creation and establishment of WGU Texas as a nonprofit Texa s institution 
of higher education that will provid e Texans with enhanced access to on! ine, 
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com petency-base d higher education degree programs . 

The Texas Higher Education Coordin ating Board (THECB) to recognize, endo rse and 
support online , competency-based education as an important component of the state's 
higher education syste m; to work to eliminate any unnecessa ry banier s to WGU Texas ' 
delivery of such education progran1s; and to work with WGU Texas to integrat e its 
academic programs and services into the state's higher education policy and strat egy. 

The Texas Workforce Comm ission (TWC) to explore, consider and implement 
appropriate and effec tive methods to promot e onl ine competency-based education 
opportuniti es like those that WGU Texas will provide to dislocated worke rs, veterans 
and other Texa ns in need of higher education achievemen t and degrees. 

The Texas Educa tion Agency (TEA) to explore, consider and implement appropriat e 
and effec tive methods to promote and partner with WGU Texas to expand the suppl y of 
science, technology, engineerin g and math related teachers in Texas. 

THECB, TWC, TEA and all other agencies whose assistance is requir ed to create 
appropriate data -sharing processes, as may be required by state or· federal guidelines for 
higher educat ion provider s, to assess WGU Texas' performance and determin e the 
extent lo which it helps the state achieve the goals of its higher educat ion sys tem. 

ln furthe r suppor t of these effort s, the state is enterin g into an adden dum to the 
Memorandum of Understanding that the state and WGU executed in 1997, to further 
memorialize and enhance the state's participation in and support of WGU Tex as. 
Pw-suant to the terms of that addendw11, WGU Texas shall esta blish an advisory board 
whose members shall be appointed in consultation with the governo r. 

This exec utive orde r supersedes all previous orders in conflict or i11consisten t with its tern1s 
and shall rema in in effect and in fl.rll force unti l modified , amended , rescinded or superseded 
by me or by a succeeding governo r. 

Attested by: 

Secretary of State 

Given under my hand this the 3rd 
day of August , 2011. 

/( IC k. ~ <t 
RIC~Y J 
Governor 
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FILED IN THE OFFICE: OF THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

O ' CLOCK 
The Hon orabl e Esperanza "Hop e" Andrade 
Secretary of State AUG~ ~ 
State Capitol Room IE.8 
Austin , Texas 78701 

Dear Madam e Secretary : 

~~~ :...: 

Pursuant to his powers as Chief Exe cutive Officer of the State of Texas, Governor Rick Perry 
has issued the fol lowing order: 

An exec utive orde r relating to the cstab lislrn1ent and support of Western 
Governo rs University Texas . 

A copy of this order is attached to th.is letter of transmittal. 

Respectfully submitted , 

GSD/gscl 

Attachment 
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