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WGU Texas Celebrates First 
Nursing Grads 
DALLAS - On January 27, WGU Texas, http://texas.wgu.edu , joined 
with its Dallas partner hospitals to celebrate the first graduation of 
students from its unique nursing prelicensure program. WGU Texas' 
B.S. in Nursing (Prelicensure) program is the nation's first online, 
competency-based bachelor's degree program designed to prepare 
students for initial licensure as registered nurses. The event was held 
at Lake Pointe Medical Center's Professional Development Center 
and students participated in the traditional pinning ceremony signifying 
entrance into the profession. 

The BSN program is designed to prepare students for initial licensure 
as registered nurses. The program combines WGU Texas' online, 
competency-based model with clinical simulations and clinical 
intensives supervised by on site coaches and instructors serving as 
WGU adjunct faculty. The program is approved by Commission for 
Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) and was developed by WGU in 
partnership with state and federal agencies, health care organizations 
and foundations to address a growing shortage of registered nurses. 

"Our country is facing a growing shortage of baccalaureate prepared 
registered nurses, and we're challenged with finding a way to make a 
quality nursing education more accessible," said Jan Jones-Schenk, 
WGU Chief Nursing Officer. "WGU's program provides each student 
with one-on-one clinical coaching in addition to individualized 
mentoring by qualified nursing faculty and high fidelity simulation labs. 
We know that nursing education will directly help to improve the 
quality of healthcare in the U.S. We are very proud of our first 
graduates, and we're confident they are well prepared to enter the 
workforce." 

Corporate partner Tenet Healthcare says the collaboration is a priority 
for Tenet. "Our profession requires this ongoing preparation." says Dr. 
Sylvain Trepanier, Sr. Director for Patient Care Services. "We need 
more nurses today, and we'll need more nurses tomorrow. Those that 
are engaged in the profession need to be involved in lifelong learning. 
Trepanier says Tenet has been involved in the WGU partnership since 
its inception because Tenet sees high value in the competency-based 
model WGU Texas employs as students demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding at each step of their program. 

"Graduations are a powerful moment in a person's life," said WGU 
Texas Chancellor Mark Milliron. "It's a moment for these students to 
celebrate and be rightfully proud of the hard work and dedication it 
takes to reach this goal. But as we do with all of our graduates, we 
now challenge each one to reach one-to use their experience and 
insight to help other strivers get on the pathway to possibility that is 
education." 

The program is one of eight degree programs in the WGU Texas 
College of Health Professions . 

Participating Texas hospitals and clinical partners include: 

El Paso Healthcare System (Las Pal mas Del Sol Healthcare) 
Dallas County Community College District - El Centro 
Community College Fountain Valley Regional Medical Center 
Mainland Medical Center 
Methodist Healthcare System of San Antonio 
Millwood Hospital 
Tenet Hospitals (Providence Memorial Hospital /East Medical 
Center/ Sierra Medical Center) 
Tenet Frisco (Centennial Medical Center) 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center- Anita Thigpen 
School of Nursing 
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