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Become a competent, licensed teacher prepared for today’s 
classrooms or enhance your skills as a professional educator

Teacher Education Degree Programs
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Qualified teachers are needed throughout the 
United States, particularly in rural and urban 
communities and in high-demand subject areas 
like mathematics and science. Western Governors 
University’s Teachers College offers NCATE-
accredited bachelor’s, post-baccalaureate, and 
master’s degree programs for individuals seeking 
to become a licensed teacher as well as for licensed 
teachers who wish to earn their master’s degrees.

WGU’s teaching degree programs are specifically 
designed to meet the nation’s education needs 
by producing highly competent teachers who are 
prepared with the skills and knowledge to handle 
the demands of the modern classroom.

Experience a rigorous, relevant education 
that measures your learning, not credit 
hours.
At WGU, our focus is on making sure that 
when you graduate, you possess the skills and 
knowledge you need to be a successful teacher. All 

of our degree programs are developed in 
collaboration with professional educators 
and school administrators, ensuring that 
the curriculum is relevant and up-to-date.

Your progress is measured through 
completion of assessments, not by credit 
hours or class time. Assessments focus 
on practical demonstrations of what you 
know and can do in required subject 
areas.

WGU employs a competency-based 
approach to education that values 
and allows you to leverage your prior 
experience and education to complete 
the requirements of your degree program 
faster (and for less money, too).

Earn your teaching license or secondary 
certification or endorsement.
As of April 2012, successful completion of a 
WGU teacher licensure program can earn you 
initial licensure in all 50 states, either through 
direct application or via reciprocity. Our post-
baccalaureate and some master’s degree programs 
also lead to either secondary certification or 
endorsement in specific subject areas. Eligibility 
varies by state depending on program. Talk to a 
WGU Enrollment Counselor to learn more.

Earn a superior degree on your schedule 
and within your budget.
One of the best values in higher education, WGU 
provides a convenient, cost-effective way for 
self-directed, hard-working adults like you to earn 
your degree and license and fulfill your dream of 
becoming a teacher. 

Our online degree programs will allow you to 
find a workable balance between life, family, and 
school. Learning can occur anywhere at any time. 
You’ll be able to establish the pace at which you 
complete your rigorous program and create a 
schedule that works for you.

WGU is a private, nonprofit university, and our 
tuition is among the most affordable in the 
country—typically less than half what you’d pay 
at another reputable online school. WGU students 
are also eligible for federal financial aid and 
scholarships.

The bottom line: You can expect a teaching degree 
that prepares you to be a great educator, tuition 
that’s affordable, flexibility to fit your education 
into your life (not the other way around), and a 
strong mentor-led support system to ensure your 
success.

“WGU offered me a 
convenient way to 
realize my dream of 
becoming a teacher. I 
worked very hard, but 
it was worth every 
second—and WGU was 
there for me every step 
of the way. I will be able 
to follow my dream of 
teaching and increasing 
my family’s income.”

—Valorie Horton,
WGU Teachers College 

graduate
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BACHELOR’S  AnD MASTER’S  DEGREE PROGRAMS

Elementary Education
Bachelor of Arts
Interdisciplinary Studies (K-8)
For prospective K-8 teachers

Become a highly qualified teacher ready to make 
a difference in a child’s life. This program teaches 
you the content knowledge and teaching skills 
necessary to become a certified K-8 elementary 
school teacher and includes supervised practice 
teaching in an actual classroom setting.

This is a great program for unlicensed substi-
tute teachers, paraprofessionals, retired military 
personnel, career changers, and others who would 
like to become a licensed teacher.

Note: This program is ideal for those who wish 
to teach grades higher than kindergarten. If you 

would like to become a kindergarten teacher, 
WGU’s B.A. in Early Childhood Education is  
a better fit for you.

Program Overview 
This program consists of five Areas of Study, su-
pervised practice teaching in the classroom, and 
completion of a professional portfolio.

Areas of Study
Effective Teaching Practices  

(Elementary Education)
Foundations of Teaching
General Education
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)
Foundations  

(College Mathematics and Language Skills)

Post-Baccalaureate

Teacher Preparation Program 
Elementary Education (K-8)

Preparation for teacher licensure

If you’ve already completed a bachelor’s degree, 
earning your post-baccalaureate is the fastest way 
to become a licensed elementary school teacher. 
The program includes supervised practice teach-
ing in an actual classroom setting.

Note: Students entering this program must have 
completed extensive coursework in liberal arts  
and sciences.

Program Overview
This program consists of three Areas of Study, 
supervised practice teaching in the classroom, 
and completion of a professional portfolio.

Areas of Study
Foundations of Teaching
Effective Teaching Practices
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)

Master of Arts in Teaching

Elementary Education (K-8)
Preparation for teacher licensure

Become an elementary school teacher and earn 
your master’s degree. This program includes su-
pervised practice teaching in an actual classroom 
setting as well as additional education to earn your 
master’s degree. 

Note: Students entering this program must have 
completed extensive coursework in liberal arts and 
sciences.

Program Overview
This program consists of four Areas of Study, 
supervised practice teaching in the classroom, 
and completion of a professional portfolio as well 
as a capstone project.

Areas of Study
Foundations of Teaching
Effective Teaching Practices
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)
Research Fundamentals

“Earning my degree 
means that I will 
be able to influence 
this generation of 
students and guide 
them to the right 
path to be successful 
in life. I’ve always 
thought that I could 
make a big impact as 
a teacher and WGU 
helped make that 
possible.”

—Maria Vega,
WGU Teachers College 

graduate

Program descriptions are accurate as of April 1, 2012. Programs are subject to change to keep them current and 
relevant. Please check our website for the most up-to-date descriptions.
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“WGU is an 
affordable, online, 
nonprofit institution 
that measures 
the success of its 
students, most of  
them working adults, 
not by credit hours, 
but by demonstrated 
mastery of the 
subject, whether 
it’s in information 
technology, 
nursing, business, 
or preparation to 
teach.”

—Arne Duncan,
U.S. Secretary of 

Education

Early Childhood Education

Become a certified teacher ready to work with 
infants, toddlers, and young children from birth 
through third grade. This program teaches you 
the content knowledge and teaching skills neces-
sary to become a licensed early childhood educa-
tion instructor and includes supervised practice 
teaching in an actual classroom setting.

This is a great program for childcare center man-
agers, child caretakers, and prospective teachers 
who feel the call to teach children.

Note: This program is ideal for those who wish to 
teach kindergarten or earlier. If you would like to 
become an elementary school teacher, WGU’s B.A. 
Interdisciplinary Studies is a better fit for you. Talk 
to a WGU Enrollment Counselor to find the right 
program for your goals.

Program Overview 
This program consists of six Areas of Study, su-
pervised practice teaching in the classroom, and 
completion of a professional portfolio.

Areas of Study
Early Childhood Education
Effective Teaching Practices
Foundations of Teaching
General Education
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)
Foundations  

(College Mathematics and Language Skills) 

Bachelor of Arts
Early Childhood Education (PreK-3)
For prospective teachers, childcare center managers, and caretakers working with young children 
from birth through third grade

Program descriptions are accurate as of April 1, 2012. Programs are subject to change to keep them current and 
relevant. Please check our website for the most up-to-date descriptions.

TEACHERS COLLEGE
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Special Education
Bachelor of Arts

Special Education (K-12)
For prospective K-12 teachers who wish to 
work with students with mild to moderate 
disabilities

Become a highly qualified educator prepared 
to make a difference for those with the great-
est need. This program teaches you the content 
knowledge and teaching skills necessary to  
become a special education instructor for 
students with mild to moderate disabilities, 
and it includes supervised teaching in an actual 
classroom setting.

This program, which uses a cross-categorical 
model, is specifically designed to teach you how 
to work with students with mild to moderate dis-
abilities in a variety of school settings, including 
inclusionary K-12 classrooms, resource rooms, 
and self-contained classrooms.

Program Overview
This program consists of six Areas of Study, su-
pervised practice teaching in the classroom, and 
completion of a professional portfolio.

Areas of Study
Special Education
Effective Teaching Practices
Foundations of Teaching
General Education
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)
Foundations  

(College Mathematics and Language Skills)

 

Master of Science

Special Education (K-12)
For already-licensed teachers who wish to 
work with students with mild to moderate 
disabilities

WGU’s M.S. in Special Education (K-12) will 
enhance your teaching talents and prepare you 
to teach students with mild to moderate cross-
categorical disabilities. This program is specifically 
designed for already-licensed teachers who seek 
endorsement in special education. You will become 
an endorsed special education teacher with the 
instructional design skills to make a difference in 
the lives of students with disabilities.

Program Overview
This program consists of three Areas of Study 
and completion of a capstone project.

Areas of Study
Special Education
Instructional Design and Performance 

Improvement
Research Fundamentals

Program descriptions are accurate as of April 1, 2012. Programs are subject to change to keep them current and 
relevant. Please check our website for the most up-to-date descriptions.

“WGU has helped 
me achieve a lifelong 
dream of becoming 
an elementary 
school teacher. I’m a 
41-year-old wife and 
mother, and WGU 
has taught me that 
no matter your age 
or situation, your 
dream is achievable. 
WGU has changed 
my life for the 
better.”

—Tammy Ramsey,
WGU Teachers College 

graduate

BACHELOR’S  AnD MASTER’S  DEGREE PROGRAMS
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Bachelor of Arts
Mathematics (5-9 or 5-12)
For prospective middle school or high school mathematics teachers 

Become a highly qualified mathematics teacher and help meet a vital need in schools across the country. These programs teach you the 
content knowledge and teaching skills necessary to earn secondary licensure as a middle school or high school mathematics teacher. 
These programs include supervised practice teaching in an actual classroom setting.

Middle School Mathematics (5-9)  
Program Overview
This program consists of six Areas of Study, supervised practice 
teaching in the classroom, and completion of a professional 
portfolio.

Areas of Study
Mathematics Content, Grades 5-9
Effective Teaching Practices (Mathematics)
Foundations of Teaching
General Education
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)
Foundations (College Mathematics and Language Skills)

Middle/High School Mathematics (5-12) 
Program Overview
This program consists of six Areas of Study, supervised practice 
teaching in the classroom, and completion of a professional 
portfolio.

Areas of Study
Mathematics Content, Grades 5-12
Effective Teaching Practices (Mathematics)
Foundations of Teaching
General Education
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)
Foundations (College Mathematics and Language Skills) 

Mathematics

Post-Baccalaureate

Teacher Preparation Program 
Mathematics (5-9 or 5-12)

Preparation for teacher licensure

If you already have a bachelor’s degree, these programs are the 
fastest way to become a licensed middle school or high school 
mathematics teacher. These programs include supervised prac-
tice teaching in an actual classroom setting.

Note: Students entering these programs must have completed  
extensive coursework in mathematics.

Program Overview
These programs consist of three Areas of Study, supervised prac-
tice teaching in the classroom, and completion of a professional 
portfolio.

Areas of Study
Foundations of Teaching
Effective Teaching Practices (Mathematics)
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)

Master of Arts in Teaching

Mathematics (5-9 or 5-12)
Preparation for teacher licensure

Become a middle school or high school math teacher and earn your 
master’s degree. These programs include supervised practice teach-
ing in an actual classroom setting as well as additional education to 
earn your master’s degree. 

Note: Students entering these programs must have completed  
extensive coursework in mathematics.

Program Overview
These programs consist of four Areas of Study, supervised prac-
tice teaching in the classroom, and completion of a professional 
portfolio as well as a capstone project.

Areas of Study
Foundations of Teaching
Effective Teaching Practices (Mathematics)
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)
Research Fundamentals

Program descriptions are accurate as of April 1, 2012. Programs are subject to change to keep them current and relevant. Please check our website for the 
most up-to-date descriptions.

TEACHERS COLLEGE
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“I didn’t want to 
enter a master’s 
degree program 
just to get a piece 
of paper. WGU was 
different. One of the 
richest experiences 
is being supported 
by a mentor. My 
mentor helped me all 
along the way with 
regular contact and 
encouragement.” 

—Mitzi Adams, 
WGU graduate, 

M.A. in Mathematics 
Education (K-6)

Master of Arts
Mathematics Education (K-6, 5-9, or 5-12)
For licensed teachers with a bachelor’s degree who would like to earn secondary certification in 
mathematics

The M.A. in Mathematics Education (K-6, 5-9, or 5-12) degrees prepare you to certify in secondary 
mathematics, a high-demand teaching field. Or, at the elementary level, the M.A. in Mathematics Edu-
cation (K-6) will enhance your skills in teaching elementary-level mathematics.

Elementary Mathematics (K-6) 
Program Overview
This program consists of two Areas of Study and 
completion of a capstone project.

Areas of Study
Elementary Mathematics Content
Research Fundamentals

Middle School Mathematics (5-9)  
Program Overview
This program consists of three Areas of Study 
and completion of a capstone project.

Areas of Study
Mathematics Content (Grades 5-9)
Effective Teaching Practices (Mathematics)
Research Fundamentals

Middle/High School Mathematics (5-12) 
Program Overview
This program consists of two Areas of Study and 
completion of a capstone.

Areas of Study
Mathematics Content (Grade 5-12)
Effective Teaching Practices (Mathematics)

 

Program descriptions are accurate as of April 1, 2012. Programs are subject to change to keep them current and 
relevant. Please check our website for the most up-to-date descriptions.

Mathematics

BACHELOR’S  AnD MASTER’S  DEGREE PROGRAMS
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Bachelor of Arts
Science
For prospective middle school or high school science teachers

WGU offers five bachelor’s degree programs—in chemistry, physics, biological science, geosciences, and general science. These pro-
grams are designed to provide you with the content knowledge and teaching skills to become a certified science teacher at the middle 
school or high school level. All programs include supervised practice teaching in an actual classroom setting as well as a home science 
lab for laboratory assignments.

Program Overview
All programs include the following Areas of Study, supervised 
practice teaching in the classroom, and completion of a 
professional portfolio.

Areas of Study
Effective Teaching Practices
Foundations of Teaching
General Education
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)
Foundations (College Mathematics and Language Skills)

The concentrations break down as follows:
General Science (5-9)
General Science Content 

Chemistry (5-12)
Chemistry Content (Grades 5-12)
General Science Content

Physics (5-12)
Physics Content (Grades 6-12)
General Science Content

Biological Science (5-12)
Biology Content (Grades 5-12)
General Science Content

Geosciences (5-12)
Geosciences Content (Grades 5-12)
General Science Content

Science

Post-Baccalaureate

Teacher Preparation Program 
Science (5-9 or 5-12)

Preparation for teacher licensure

If you already have a bachelor’s degree, these programs are the 
fastest way to become a licensed middle school or high school 
science teacher. They include supervised practice teaching in an 
actual classroom setting.

Note: Students entering these programs must have completed  
extensive coursework in science.

Program Overview
These programs consist of three Areas of Study, supervised prac-
tice teaching in the classroom, and completion of a professional 
portfolio.

Areas of Study
Foundations of Teaching
Effective Teaching Practices (Science)
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)
 

Master of Arts in Teaching

Science (5-9 or 5-12)
Preparation for teacher licensure

Become a middle school or high school science teacher and earn 
your master’s degree. These programs include supervised practice 
teaching in an actual classroom setting as well as additional educa-
tion to earn your master’s degree. 

Note: Students entering these programs must have completed  
extensive coursework in science.

Program Overview
These programs consist of four Areas of Study, supervised prac-
tice teaching in the classroom, and completion of a professional 
portfolio as well as a capstone project.

Areas of Study
Foundations of Teaching
Effective Teaching Practices (Science)
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)
Research Fundamentals

TEACHERS COLLEGE
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Program descriptions are accurate as of April 1, 2012. Programs are subject to change to keep them current and 
relevant. Please check our website for the most up-to-date descriptions

Master of Arts
Science Education
For licensed teachers with a bachelor’s degree who would like to earn secondary certification in 
science

WGU offers five master’s degree programs—in chemistry, physics, biological science, geosciences, and 
general science. These programs are designed to provide you with the content knowledge and teaching 
skills to become a highly qualified science teacher at the middle school or high school level. Programs 
include a home science lab for laboratory assignments.

Program Overview
All five science master’s degree programs include 
completion of a teacher work samples. The 
concentrations and their corresponding Areas of 
Study are as follows:

General Science (5-9)
General Science Content
Effective Teaching Practices

Chemistry (5-12)
Chemistry Content (Grades 5-12)
General Science Content
Effective Teaching Practices
 

Physics (5-12)
Physics Content (Grades 6-12)
General Science Content
Effective Teaching Practices

Biological Science (5-12)
Biology Content (Grades 5-12)
General Science Content
Effective Teaching Practices

Geosciences (5-12)
Geosciences Content (Grades 5-12)
General Science Content
Effective Teaching Practices

Home Science Labs 
Even though you’ll be studying online, hands-
on lab work is a requirement of every WGU 
science degree program. Upon enrollment, 
you will be sent a home science lab specific to 
your chosen area of study. This self-contained 
laboratory kit includes the lab manual, science 
equipment, specimens, supplies, and chemicals 
necessary to complete college lab experiments 
at home. The experiments reinforce science 
content and teach you laboratory techniques.

Science

BACHELOR’S  AnD MASTER’S  DEGREE PROGRAMS

“Being able to go 
to school on your 
schedule is the 
reason WGU works 
for so many working 
adults. Last year, my 
mother developed 
cancer while I was 
teaching, attending 
WGU, and going 
through a housing 
crisis. If it wasn’t for 
the flexibility WGU 
allows, I would have 
had to drop out.”

—Nikki Skinner, 
WGU graduate 

and Texas Medical 
Association’s 2010 

Ernest and Sarah Butler 
Award for Excellence in 

Science Teaching
Recipient
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Post-Baccalaureate

Teacher Preparation Program 
Social Science (5-12)

Preparation for teacher licensure

If you already have a bachelor’s degree, this 
program is the fastest way to become a licensed 
middle school or high school social science 
teacher. It includes supervised practice teaching 
in an actual classroom setting.

Note: Students entering this program must have 
completed extensive coursework in social science.

Program Overview
This program consists of three Areas of Study, 
supervised practice teaching in the classroom, 
and completion of a professional portfolio.

Areas of Study
Foundations of Teaching
Effective Teaching Practices (Social Science)
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)

Master of Arts in Teaching

Social Science (5-12)
Preparation for teacher licensure

Become a middle school or high school social sci-
ence teacher and earn your master’s degree. This 
program includes supervised practice teaching in 
an actual classroom setting as well as additional 
education to earn your master’s degree. 

Note: Students entering this program must have 
completed extensive coursework in social science.

Program Overview
This program consists of four Areas of Study, 
supervised practice teaching in the classroom, 
and completion of a professional portfolio as well 
as a capstone project.

Areas of Study
Foundations of Teaching
Effective Teaching Practices (Social Science)
Demonstration Teaching (Student Teaching)
Research Fundamentals

Program descriptions are accurate as of April 1, 2012. Programs are subject to change to keep them current and 
relevant. Please check our website for the most up-to-date descriptions.

“In my opinion, 
the combination of 
assessment testing 
and reports makes 
it almost impossible 
to get a second-
rate education at 
WGU. You really 
have to delve deeply 
into the subject 
matter to pass the 
assessments.”

—Bruce Porter,
WGU Teachers College 

graduate

Social Science

TEACHERS COLLEGE
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Program descriptions are accurate as of April 1, 2012. Programs are subject to change to keep them current and 
relevant. Please check our website for the most up-to-date descriptions.

“WGU is accredited 
and provides the 
opportunity for 
online learning, 
which is keeping up 
with a very modern 
and sophisticated 
technological world. 
My mentor worked 
with me at every 
level to ensure that 
I completed my 
degree and teacher 
certification. He 
contacted me at 
least weekly to 
ensure I was on 
target and assisted 
me in working out 
any problems that 
surfaced.”

—Trudy Sutherland, 
WGU Teachers College 

graduate

BACHELOR’S  AnD MASTER’S  DEGREE PROGRAMS

Master of Education

Learning and Technology
For already-licensed teachers

The M.Ed. in Learning and Technology will enhance your teaching talents and increase your  
technology integration skills. 

Program Overview
This program consists of three Areas of Study and completion of a capstone project.

Areas of Study
Instructional Design and Performance Improvement
Measurement and Evaluation
Research Fundamentals
 

Master of Science
Curriculum and Instruction
For already-licensed teachers 

Our online master’s program in curriculum and 
instruction will prepare you to meet the chal-
lenges of the 21st-century classroom. When 
you complete this program, you will be able to 
use empirical educational research to develop, 
implement, and evaluate teaching, learning, and 
performance improvement endeavors.

Program Overview
This program consists of two Areas of Study and 
completion of a capstone project.

Areas of Study
Curriculum and Instruction
Research Fundamentals

Master of Education

Instructional Design
For already-licensed teachers

This program is specifically designed for teach-
ers who wish to focus on larger curricular or 
year-long development plans and currently use 
technology for instructional purposes.

Program Overview
This program consists of three Areas of Study 
and completion of a capstone project.

Areas of Study
Instructional Design and Performance 

Improvement
Measurement and Evaluation
Research Fundamentals

Curriculum and Instruction
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Master of Science

Educational Leadership
For already-licensed teachers who want to become school principals

The need for dedicated K-12 principals is growing every year. This program prepares already-licensed, 
practicing teachers to serve as a highly effective, certified school principals, vice principals, or as-
sistant principals.

The course of study incorporates best practices in educational leadership into a case-study approach 
that culminates in an integrated practicum and capstone project.

Program Overview
This program consists of one domain of study and completion of a capstone project.

Areas of Study
Educational Leadership

Note: WGU also offers an Endorsement Preparation Program in this discipline.

English Language Learning 
Master of Arts

English Language Learning / English as a Second Language (PreK-12)
For already-licensed teachers with bachelor’s degrees who are interested in ELL or ESL 
instruction

Earn your master’s degree and qualify for a teaching endorsement in English Language Learning 
(ELL) or English as a Second Language (ESL). This program prepares PreK-12 educators to teach 
effectively in ELL or ESL settings and to provide curricular leadership to their schools and school 
systems. In many states (but not all), the degree leads to an endorsement in ELL or ESL. Community 
college teachers who work in ELL or ESL settings will also benefit from this program.

This program is not for those who want to learn to speak and write the English language. It is also not for 
those interested in becoming English teachers or teaching English in a foreign country.
 
Program Overview
This program consists of two Areas of Study and completion of a capstone project.

Areas of Study
English Language Learning
Research Fundamentals

Note: WGU also offers an Endorsement Preparation Program in this discipline.

Program descriptions are accurate as of April 1, 2012. Programs are subject to change to keep them current and 
relevant. Please check our website for the most up-to-date descriptions.

Leadership

“For me, earning 
this degree is 
definitely a personal 
accomplishment.  
I am the first in my 
family to earn a 
master’s degree (one 
of the few to earn a 
bachelor’s degree). 
It’s something that I 
said that I would do, 
and WGU made it so 
that I could.”

—Jessica Merritt,
M.S. Educational 

Leadership graduate

TEACHERS COLLEGE
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Every WGU teaching program that leads to initial licensure requires a student teaching 
component. At WGU, we call it Demonstration Teaching.

Demonstration Teaching (DT) is a full-time, supervised, in-classroom experience of 12-20 
weeks. This experience is designed to prepare you to tackle the challenges of your own classroom 
effectively and with confidence. It’s an ideal venue in which to integrate the academic knowledge 
and teaching skills developed to that point in your program.

Although you’ll be studying online, you’ll do your Demonstration Teaching at a school near 
you. WGU has a team dedicated to placing our students for Demonstration Teaching.  During 
Demonstration Teaching, you will be supervised by a host teacher who will perform a series of 
classroom performance observations to document data about your actual in-classroom skills.  
Your DT experience will also include at least six weekly observations by a Clinical Supervisor 
(an experienced educator). Your Clinical Supervisor will also be responsible for midterm and 
final assessments, evaluating your student teaching performance based on accepted professional 
standards.

The details of your Demonstration Teaching will be determined by your assigned school district. 
For more information on Demonstration Teaching, contact your Enrollment Counselor.

Demonstration Teaching

Which grades will I be able to teach?
This depends on which program you 
choose to pursue. Your Enrollment 
Counselor can  help you determine which 
grades you will be able to teach specific to 
your state.

Does WGU have NCATE accreditation?
Yes, WGU was the first exclusively online 
university to receive NCATE accreditation 
for its teacher licensure programs and 
other graduate programs.

What is NCATE accreditation and what 
does it mean to me?
NCATE is the premier specialized 
accrediting body for teacher preparation 
and is recognized by the U.S. Department 
of Education. It accredits colleges of 
education that produce over two-thirds 
of the nation’s new teacher graduates 
annually. NCATE accreditation is a mark of 
distinction and provides recognition that 

the WGU Teachers College meets national 
professional standards for the preparation 
of teachers.

Accreditation from NCATE is also difficult 
to obtain. The NCATE accrediting team 
extensively reviewed the entire WGU 
Teachers College curriculum to ensure 
that “candidates have the knowledge and 
skills to be effective in helping all students 
learn.” This involved intensive interviews 
with students, faculty, graduates, school 
district personnel, and education experts. 
NCATE accreditation is a powerful 
endorsement of the quality of our teacher 
education programs and one more 
assurance that you will receive a superior 
education at WGU.

How long will my program take?
It depends on the program you select, the 
number of credits you transfer to WGU 
when you enroll, and the time and effort 

you can put into your studies. For details 
about your program of interest, speak to a 
WGU Enrollment Counselor. 

Some Frequently Asked Questions

WGU and our 
Teachers College have 
earned the following 
important accreditations:

• The Northwest Commission on Colleges 
and Universities

• The Distance Education and Training 
Council (DETC)

• NCATE (National Council for the 
Accreditation of Teachers 
Education)

BACHELOR’S  AnD MASTER’S  DEGREE PROGRAMS
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Established as a nonprofit by 19 U.S. governors, Western 
Governors University is on a mission to expand access to higher 
education for adult learners. WGU offers online degree programs 
in four high-demand career fields, including teacher education, 
business, information technology, and health professions, 
including nursing. Since its creation 15 years ago, WGU has grown 
to become a nationally recognized university with more than 
31,000 students in all 50 states.  WGU Teachers College, arguably 
the largest national teachers college in the country, has 11,000 
students and more than 7,500 graduates. Graduates can be found 
in almost every major public school district in the United States, 
and many of our graduates have been recognized for their work 
with awards and grants:
• Alameda Elementary School Teacher of the Year
• Association of Public Charter Schools Educator of the Year
• Distance Education and Training Council Outstanding 

Graduate
• Elementary Educator of the Year, Davis School District, Utah
• Fulbright Scholarship Recipient
• Gates Foundation Empowering Effective Teachers Grant 

Recipient
• Montana Teacher of the Year 
• PTA Lifetime Achievement Award
• National Finalist for IBM ThinkSmart Program

• Texas Medical Association’s 2010 Ernest and Sarah Butler 
Award for Excellence in Science Teaching

• Texas West Region Teacher of the Year
• Toshiba America Grant Recipient
• Volusia County Florida Crystal Apple Teacher of the year
• Wilhelmina C. Robertson Excellence in Science or Mathematics 

Teaching Award

At WGU, we’re focused on the success of our students. We want 
you to graduate prepared for a successful career as an educator. 
If you decide to apply to WGU, here are some important things to 
keep in mind:
• WGU is not for everyone. WGU Enrollment Counselors are not 

paid on commission. They are called counselors because their 
focus is on ensuring that WGU is the right fit for you.

•  WGU’s online degree programs are rigorous and challenging. If 
you enroll at WGU, you should plan to devote approximately 20 
hours a week to your studies. You’ll need to be motivated and 
willing to work hard.

•  Even though you’ll study online, you won’t be alone. You will 
have constant one-on-one support from your Student Mentor 
as well as subject matter help when you need it from Course 
Mentors. At WGU, we strive to take the distance out of distance 
education. You’ll be able to interact with other students through 
communities and online study groups, too.

About WGU and Our Teachers College

At WGU, we measure learning, not time. Our focus is on making sure you have the skills and the 
knowledge you need to be a successful educator.
 WGU’s approach to learning is fundamentally “competency-based.”  Your progress is based on 
demonstrating your mastery of required subject areas. For each course in your degree program, you’ll 
have 24/7 access to learning resources that include electronic textbooks, interactive simulations, 
webinars, and other materials. When you feel that you know and understand the course material, 
you will complete the required assessment, which could be a paper, an exam, or some other exercise 
designed to assess your knowledge. When you pass the assessment, you’ll move to the next course.
 The biggest advantage for you? Competency-based learning allows you to benefit from the 
knowledge and skills you already have to earn your degree. You can move quickly through  material 
you already know and take the time you need to focus on what you still need to learn. This means that 
you may be able to significantly accelerate the time it takes you to complete your degree, saving both 
time and money. 
 The bottom line: When you graduate from WGU, your diploma will mean you’ve mastered the 
critical knowledge, skills, and abilities you need to be a top-notch professional educator. You’ll work 
hard—WGU degree programs are rigorous and challenging—but when you graduate, you’ll be 
prepared to be a great teacher and make a real difference in the lives of your students.

Competency-Based Learning Explained

TEACHERS COLLEGE
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Affordable Tuition and Fees
As a nonprofit, WGU strives to keep tuition affordable.  Please 
check our website for the most current tuition and fee 
information. Tuition for all Teachers College degree programs as 
of April 1, 2012:

•	 Tuition:	$2,890	per	6-month	term*
•	 Resource	Fee:	$145	per	6-month	term*
•	 One-time	Application	Fee:	$65
•	 Program-specific	fees	(one-time)

-	 Demonstration	Teaching	Fee:	$1,000	(includes	$100	
application	fee)

-	 Educational	Leadership	Practicum	Fee:	$1,000
-	 Science	Lab	Fee	($350)

*Terms at WGU are 6 months long and can begin on the first of any 
month.

At WGU, you pay for the time, not the credits. WGU considers all 
students full-time and charges tuition at a flat rate regardless of 
the number of competency units (credit equivalents) attempted 
or completed. The standard term is based upon a full-time 
enrollment of at least 12 competency units for undergraduate 
(bachelor’s) students and 8 competency units for graduate 
(master’s) students. Students who complete more or fewer units 
are charged the same tuition rates. Individual progress may vary.

Federal financial aid, including Pell Grants and loans, is available 
for eligible individuals. In addition, WGU awards a number of 
need-based scholarships. VA benefits and tuition assistance are 
also available.

Note: Most WGU programs are approved for Tuition Assistance 
for active-duty servicepersons. WGU can also offer GI Bill and VA 
benefits as well as scholarship assistance to spouses of military 
personnel. Please contact your Enrollment Counselor for further 
information.

WGU Nondiscrimination Policy
WGU does not discriminate in any way on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, gender, religion, disability, or age in regards to 
admissions, programs, student services, or employment.

Applying at WGU
You can apply in a matter of minutes at www.wgu.edu/apply, or call an 
Enrollment Counselor toll-free at 1-866-225-5948 to learn more.

Typically within a week of applying, WGU will contact you regarding the 
status of your application and answer any questions you have. If you are 
accepted, you will schedule an Intake Interview with your Enrollment 
Counselor to review your degree program as well as address your 
questions or concerns prior to finalizing enrollment. Programs begin the 
first of every month.

Note: Currently, WGU is accepting applications only from individuals 
living in the United States and select geographical areas of Canada. (The 
exceptions are U.S. active-duty military personnel and their families at 
overseas installations and individuals living in Guam, Puerto Rico, or the 
U.S. Virgin Islands.)
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