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WGU Washington Celebrates 
National Nurses Week, 5/7/12 
Non-profit Online University Educates Registered Nurses to Meet 
Future Needs 

SEATILE-WGU Washington, the only state-endorsed, non-profit 
online university for working adults, is celebrating National Nurses 
Week and sending a call to RNs who haven't already done so to 
complete their bachelor's and master's degrees. 

"Nurses are the largest segment of the healthcare workforce and 
patients' primary professional caregivers. Their education and training 
directly affect the safety and quality of patient care," according to the 
Institute of Medicine's 2010 report, "The Future of Nursing, "which 
was initiated by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The report 
calls for increasing the number of baccalaureate-prepared nurses in 
the workforce to 80% by 2020 and doubling the population of nurses 
with doctoral degrees, a proposal that is gaining steam. 

This is why WGU Washington believes that educating nurses is 
important and ongoing work. "New healthcare delivery models and 
technological innovations are redefining the role of nursing," says 
WGU Washington Chancellor Jean Floten. "Nurses are being asked to 
do more in the delivery of patient care, requiring greater proficiency 
and new knowledge to meet these needs. They must adapt to 
changing demographic demands, such as geriatric nursing, 
prevention, and community healthcare, and to technological 
innovations, such as unified medical records, point-of-care 
technology, and barcode medication administration." 

All of this is fueling a need for more educated nursing professionals . 
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Employment Projections 

2010-2020, the RN workforce is the top occupation in terms of job 
growth through 2020. This growth is almost entirely due to the 
advancements in new technologies, the focus on preventative care, 

and the high percentage of aging baby-boomers in the population who 

will demand more healthcare services as they age. 

The problem is that the nurses are aging as well. Fifty-five percent of 
the nurses surveyed in the Nursing Management Aging Workforce 
Survey by the Bernard Hodes Group reported their intention to retire 
by 2020. The majority of those surveyed were nurse managers. All of 
this demand adds up to a shortage of nurses, which will be most acute 
in the west and south, according to the "United States Registered 
Nurse Workforce Report Card and Shortage Forecast," published in 
the January 2012 issue of the American Journal of Medical Quality 

"I'm worried about who'll take our spots when all of us SO-somethings 
retire," says 51-year-old Linda Coltrin, the Invasive Cardiology 
Services Manager at Franciscan Health Systems. "We need more 
nurses." 

According to the Washington Center of Nursing, "The state's 
economic slowdown has led to misperceptions that Washington has 
enough RNs, partly because some new graduates have experienced 
problems finding first jobs. However, with an aging population, aging 
caregiver workforce, and over 300,000 additional individuals who will 
become eligible for care under healthcare reform, Washington's 
nursing shortage is expected to worsen." 

Coltrin, for one, highly recommends WGU Washington's CCNE
accredited College of Health Professions. She just received her MSN 
and says that the program "is excellent. It really got me thinking at a 
different level and that helped me look at things more critically in terms 
of the work I do. I highly recommend it for working nurses" who require 
the flexibility and affordability that program affords. WGU Washington 
hopes National Nurses Week will shine a spotlight on these crucial 
challenges confronted by the nursing profession in Washington and 
around the country. National Nurses week begins Sunday, May 6, and 
ends May 12, the birthday of Florence Nightingale, the founder of 
modern nursing. 
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