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Gain the proven, relevant skills the market demands

Business Degree Programs at WGU

Retool your skill set for the 21st century 
and continue your journey with a respected 
business degree. 

Today’s competitive business environment 
requires both academic credentials and the right 
blend of skills, knowledge, and performance to 
be successful. The business degree programs at 
Western Governors University (WGU) prepare 
you for these demanding 21st century careers.

With a business degree from WGU, you’ll possess 
superior business and management skills as 
well as a reputable credential to stand above 
the competition. Our business programs were 
developed with support and guidance from 
experts and business leaders who serve on our 
Business Program Council—your degree was 
designed by employers to meet the specific 
demands of the industry. Case in point, in one 
of our programs, you’ll earn your CompTIA® 
Project+ certification—a globally recognized 
project management certification—that will 
make you a more effective manager.

Selected as one of the Top 25 Best Buys by 
GetEducated.com, WGU’s business programs 
are an ideal fit for experienced business 
professionals and motivated learners interested 
in joining this demanding industry.

One of the best values in higher education,
WGU provides a convenient, cost-effective way 
for self-directed, hard-working adults, like you, 
to earn a degree and get ahead. You won’t have to 
choose between work, family, and school, nor will 
you have to forego your dreams of a degree and 
career advancement because of cost.

At WGU, you’re largely in control of your 
education. In general, there are no class 
schedules to “fit in” and no high-priced tuition to 
strain your wallet. You’ll get a first-rate education 
online with superior programs, low tuition, and 
unmatched personal attention and support. 

The bottom line: you’ll earn your business 
degree online, on your schedule, on your 
budget, and at your pace.   
You’ll have the support of a dedicated mentor 
who will advise you on your course of study 
and guide you through to graduation. With your 
mentor, you’ll develop and follow a personalized 
degree plan which maps out your studies and 
gives you the flexibility to balance work and 
family while you complete your degree.

“A nonprofit focused

on keeping education

affordable.”

 —Los Angeles Times
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MBA DEGREE PROGRAMS

Become an effective manager with the credibility 
to set you apart. The WGU MBA program is 
challenging and relevant—ideal for individuals 
who already possess real-world experience 
and seek in-depth knowledge and skills in 
management and strategy.

This program incorporates innovative business 
simulations that require you to make real-world 
decisions in a simulated business environment 
as well as team projects where you’ll collaborate 
to solve complex business problems.

Program Overview
This program consists of five 
areas of study and completion 
of a comprehensive capstone 
project.

Areas of Study
Creating and Maintaining Business Value
Innovation 
Leading People and Teams
Management and Strategy
Products and Customer Relationship 

Management

This program is designed to help experienced 
information technology professionals, like you, 
achieve greater career mobility. Through this 
program, you will develop core business skills, 
essential industry knowledge, and advanced 
IT managerial expertise. You’ll be prepared for 
mid- to upper-level IT management positions in 
business, industry, and nonprofit organizations. 
It’s a challenging MBA program that allows you 
to apply your substantial IT experience and 
develop sophisticated management capabilities.

Program Overview
This program consists of seven areas of study 
and completion of a professional portfolio.

Areas of Study
Creating and Maintaining Business Value
Innovation
IT Project Management
IT Strategic Solutions
Leading People and Teams
Management and Strategy
Products and Customer Relationship 

Management

Master of Business Administration

Master of Business Administration 

 Information Technology Management

“WGU was the 
answer to all the 
prayers I had in the 
last 33 years. I could 
finally do something 
at my own pace 
that validated the 
knowledge I already 
had. Now, I have an 
accredited degree 
to show for it! Not 
to mention, the 
fantastic price! The 
whole thing together 
is the greatest value 
in higher education.”

—José Gracia Madrano
B.S. Accounting, MBA

College of Business

Note: Program descriptions accurate as of May 1, 2012. Programs are subject to change in order to keep them 
current and relevant. For the most up-to-date information, please visit www.wgu.edu.
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Master of Business Administration 

 Healthcare Management 

WGU’s competency-based MBA in Healthcare 
Management program degree will prepare you 
with the skills and knowledge necessary to 
take on highly valued and well-compensated 
positions in a variety of healthcare-related fields. 
You will become a valuable asset in this booming 
industry.

Through this program, you’ll develop core 
business skills, essential industry knowledge, 
and advanced healthcare managerial expertise. 
It’s a challenging MBA that allows you to apply 
your existing business and healthcare knowledge 
and develop sophisticated management 
capabilities. Elements of the program are 
designed to examine and solve real issues at your 
current place of employment.

Program Overview
This program consists of six areas of study and 
completion of a comprehensive capstone project.

Areas of Study
Creating and Maintaining Business Value
Healthcare Management
Innovation
Leading People and Teams
Management and Strategy 
Products and Customer Relationship 

Management

Bachelor of Science 

 Business Management 

Whether you’re an established business manager 
who wants a bachelor’s degree to advance in 
your field, or you’re looking for the training 
and credentials to jumpstart your management 
career, WGU’s B.S. in Business Management is an 
excellent boost to your career’s long-term health.

In this program, you’ll build and develop broad 
skills and knowledge that you’ll exercise for 
the rest of your business life. If you already 
have substantial business background, WGU’s 
competency-based approach allows you to take 
advantage of the knowledge you’ve already 
acquired. 

Program Overview
This program consists of nine areas of study and 
completion of a written capstone project.

Areas of Study
Accounting/Finance and Information Technology
Business Law and Ethics
Economics, Global Business, and  

Quantitative Analysis
Foundations
General Education
Management
Marketing and Communication
Organizational Behavior and Management
Systems Administration and Management

“The flexibility that 
WGU offers was a 
tremendous help, 
especially when I 
was in the military. 
At WGU, I could do 
school work from 
anywhere in the 
world, at any time.”

—Davis Stovall 
MBA—IT Management

Note: Program descriptions accurate as of May 1, 2012. Programs are subject to change in order to keep them 
current and relevant. For the most up-to-date information, please visit www.wgu.edu.
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BUSINESS DEGREE PROGRAMS

Whether you’re an IT professional 
needing a bachelor’s degree or an 
experienced manager pursuing greater 
IT knowledge, this program is for you. 
Designed to position you for increasing 
responsibility in private businesses, 
public corporations, and government 
entities, this program is also the right 
direction if you’re pursuing a new 
career such as IT project manager, 
customer service director, or data 
center manager. Through this program, 
you’ll meld technical expertise in 
information technology with the 
application and management skills 
obtained while completing a business 
degree. You’ll be wholly equipped to 
make informed decisions and manage 
workplace activities in ways that 

benefit you and those who depend on 
your expertise.
 
IT Certifications 
This program incorporates the 
following certification exams into the 
curriculum:

CIW® Web Foundations Associate
CompTIA® Project+
Microsoft® Technology Associate (MTA) 

Networking Fundamentals

Program Overview
This program consists of eleven 
areas of study, plus completion of a 
professional portfolio and a capstone 
project.

Areas of Study
Accounting/Finance and Information 

Technology
Business Law and Ethics
Economics, Global Business, and 

Quantitative Analysis
Foundations
Information Technology Fundamentals
IT Management Concepts
General Education
Marketing and Communication
Network Fundamentals 
Organizational Behavior and 

Management
Systems Administration and 

Management

This is the ideal degree program if 
you desire a career that emphasizes 
marketing, sales, publicity, and 
promotional activities. If you are an 
entrepreneur, this degree solidifies the 
concepts you’ve already learned about 
promoting products, services, or ideas. 
It also defines a significant step up 
the career ladder if you’re entering the 
program from the ranks of retail, real 
estate, and customer services and need 
something more than experience to 
move into management positions. This 
degree will strengthen your prospects 
and effectiveness by building your 
knowledge of strategic marketing, 

product management, promotion, 
pricing, distribution, sales, and other 
essential marketing principles and 
practices.

Program Overview
This program consists of nine areas 
of study and completion of a capstone 
project.

Areas of Study
Accounting/Finance and Information 

Technology
Business Law and Ethics
Economics, Global Business, and 

Quantitative Analysis

Foundations
General Education
Marketing and Communication
Marketing Management
Organizational Behavior and 

Management 
Systems Administration and 

Management

Note: Program descriptions accurate as of 
May 1, 2012. Programs are subject to change 
in order to keep them current and relevant. 
For the most up-to-date information, please 
visit www.wgu.edu.

Bachelor of Science  

 Business—Information Technology Management

Bachelor of Science  

 Marketing Management
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Bachelor of Science 

 Sales and Sales Management 

WGU’s B.S. in Sales and Sales Management will 
equip you with in-depth knowledge and skills 
in sales team building, sales strategy, operations 
and infrastructure, project and priority man-
agement, the buying and selling processes, and 
sales communication. In this program, you’re 
not just moving toward a bachelor’s degree in 
this recession-proof field—you’re also earning 
two recognized industry certifications.

Sales Certifications
These exams are covered by tuition. As a student 
in this program, you will study for and complete 
the following certification exams:

Action Selling Sales Skills Certification
SMEI’s Certified Sales Executive (CSE®)*

Program Overview
This program consists of nine areas of study 
and completion of a professional portfolio and 
capstone project.

Areas of Study
Accounting/Finance and Information Technology
Business Law and Ethics
Economics, Global Business, and  

Quantitative Analysis
Foundations
General Education
Marketing and Communication
Organizational Behavior and Management
Sales Management and Personal Selling
Systems Administration and Management

This degree is ideal for the business or HR  
professional who already possesses some HR  
experience and wishes to become an HR  
manager or personnel director.

In this program, you’ll combine expertise in 
human resources with the application and 
management skills obtained through a business 
degree. You’ll also gain valuable understand-
ing of labor relations, occupational health, and 
strategic management. 

Based on your relevant HR experience, you 
will complete either the Professional in Human 
Resources (PHR®) certification exam or the 
Assurance of Learning Exam (administered by 
SHRM) as part of your degree program. Specific 
eligibility requirements are associated with 
these exams. Please see the website for details.

Program Overview
This program consists of nine areas of study 
and completion of a professional portfolio and 
capstone project.

Areas of Study
Accounting/Finance and Information Technology
Business Law and Ethics
Economics, Global Business, and  

Quantitative Analysis
Foundations
General Education
Human Resource Management
Marketing and Communication
Organizational Behavior and Management
Systems Administration and Management

Bachelor of Science 

 Human Resource Management

Note: Program descriptions 
accurate as of May 1, 2012. 
Programs are subject to change  
in order to keep them current 
and relevant. For the most 
up-to-date information, please 
visit www.wgu.edu.

*Note: The CSE® certification is not immediately rewarded. Once you pass the exam, you will be qualified for 
certification provided you have completed (or will complete) two years of sales management experience within 
five years of passing the exam.
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BUSINESS DEGREE PROGRAMS

Do you already have substantial experience in 
accounting or bookkeeping and lack only your 
bachelor’s degree to take the next step in your 
career? Or are you motivated to launch a career 
as an accountant or government organization? 
WGU’s competency-based approach lets you 
leverage your prior experience to solidify your 
knowledge and skills in financial and cost 
accounting, tax accounting, auditing, and other 
accounting areas. 

You’ll position yourself for career advancement 
in high-demand positions requiring financial 
accounting expertise, such as a staff accountant, 
tax accountant, or auditor.

Program Overview
This program consists of ten areas of study and 
completion of a capstone project.

Areas of Study
Accounting
Accounting/Finance and Information Technology 
Cost/Managerial Accounting
Business Law and Ethics
Economics, Global Business, and  

Quantitative Analysis 
Foundations
General Education
Marketing and Communication 
Organizational Behavior and Management 
Systems Administration & Management

Bachelor of Science 

 Accounting

Tuition at WGU is exceptionally affordable. 
In fact, it’s typically less than half what you 
would pay at other reputable online universities. 
Currently:

Bachelor’s Programs: $2,890 per 6-month term*
MBA Programs: $3,250 per 6-month term
Application Fee: $65
Resource Fee: $145 per term
*A term is six months long and can begin on the first 
day of any month.

You pay for time, not credit hours or courses. 
Tuition is charged at a flat rate every six months 
and covers all coursework attempted in that time. 
A full-time load for these programs is at least 12 
competency units (credit equivalents) per term 

for a bachelor’s degree program and at least 8 
CUs per term for an MBA program. Individual 
progress may vary.

Federal financial aid, including Pell Grants 
and scholarships, is available for eligible 
individuals. VA benefits and tuition assistance 
may also be available.

Note: The competency-based programs at WGU are 
approved for tuition assistance for active-duty military 
servicemembers.

Affordable Tuition and Fees
(As of May 2012)

NBC Nightly News 

reports on WGU: 

“The dreams of 
19 U.S. governors 
became [WGU grad, 
Angie Gonzalez’s] 
dream come true.”  

—NBC Nightly News 
with Brian Williams

Note: Program descriptions accurate as of May 1, 2012. Programs are subject to change in order to keep them 
current and relevant. For the most up-to-date information, please visit www.wgu.edu.



Applying to WGU
At WGU, we want you to graduate, not just enroll. To reach that objective requires the capacity and determination to complete a rigorous 
WGU degree program. Consequently, not every applicant is admitted because not every individual is a good fit for WGU’s competency-
based, full-time, online approach to learning. 

You can apply online at www.wgu.edu/apply or speak to an Enrollment Counselor toll-free at 1-866-225-5948 to learn more. 

Once you’ve applied or inquired, it’s important to interview with an Enrollment Counselor who can review your career objectives, discuss 
your academic and professional background, provide extensive information about the program, answer your questions, and guide you 
through the other enrollment steps. Programs begin the first of every month. 

Note: Currently, WGU only accepts applications from individuals living in the U.S. or its territories, from U.S. military personnel and their spouses at overseas 
installations, and from select Canadian locations. Please check the website for up-to-date information.

Accreditation
Western Governors University is regionally accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities and nationally accredited by 
the Distance Education and Training Council (DETC). 

1.866.225.5948
www.wgu.edu

WGU.BUS.0512
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