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WGU Indiana visits Lake County 
Fair, 8/10/12 
State's nonprofit, online university spends week meeting with 
students, local residents 

INDIANAPOLIS-WGU Indiana spent the past week demonstrating 

that wherever you are in Lake County, you are on the university's 

campus. Officials from the state 's nonprofit , online university 

welcomed patrons throughout the week at the Lake County Fair and 

also hosted a student meet-and-greet, each experience providing 
opportunities for local students from across northwest Indiana to 
discuss the challenges and opportunities associated with completing 

college as adults. 

"Throughout the week, local students shared their stories of juggling 

jobs , family and schoolwork , as well as the anxiety of returning to 
college," WGU Indiana spokesperson Ginger Walker said . "WGU 

Indiana offers a unique environment that is entirely online , so events 
such as these offer students a chance to connect with the university 

and feel that sense of community that is not normally associated with 
online learning. Our average student is 37 years old and works full

time. These students have a lot of life experience they're bringing to 

their education, and now they 're taking control of their future by 

finishing their bachelor's degrees or earning a master 's degree." 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, one in four adults in Lake 
County has started college but never finished. The county is home to 

7 4 WGU Indiana students, many of whom are trying to overcome the 

final hurdle to acquiring a new job, earning a salary increase and/or 

realizing a lifelong goal. 

"I am a mother of five and a full -time healthcare professional," said 

Renee Sims , an MBA student from Munster . "With WGU Indiana, I can 
take my schoolwork wherever I go . At my son's sporting events, other 

moms are always asking what I'm working on and are amazed that I 
can earn my MBA on my own schedule this way." 

WGU Indiana's academic model is entirely online and competency

based, which means students will advance in their degree program 
based on their demonstration of essential skills in their chosen field. 
Students also have access to all of WGU Indiana's online learning 
modules, electronic textbooks and web-based tutorials as they work to 

complete their degree . 

"I've worked in Sales Management for almost 20 years," said Kristin 

Marlow-Kellemen, a Munster native pursuing her bachelor 's degree in 

Sales Management. "When my company downsized , I found that I 

needed my bachelor 's degree to even get an interview at some 
companies. WGU Indiana allows me the flexibility to earn my degree 

while still being active in my son's parent group for soccer and in 
community organizations like Habitat for Humanity." 

WGU Indiana 's six-month terms are billed at a flat-rat e tu ition , which 

allows students to pay by study time , not by credit hour. Basic tuition 

for most programs is approximately $3,000 per term , a large savings 
compared to the rates of other Indiana public colleges and 

universities. As Indiana's eighth state university , WGU Indiana 

students are eligible for the same financial aid and grant programs 

offered to other in-state university students . 

"I've had experience with traditional models but I wanted my university 
to teach me what I don't know, not what I already know'' said Kelly 

Striker , a Kingsford Heights native and Teachers College graduate. 
"At WGU Indiana, I was able to demonstrate what I had already 

learned to accelerate my degree ." 

WGU Indiana offers more than 50 affordable, flexible and cred ible 

degree programs in Business, Education, Information Technology and 
Healthcare Professions, including Nursing. Each student rece ives 

personalized support from a dedicated mentor, helping students 
incorporate their schoolwork into their everyday life. Earlier this year, 

WGU Indiana was recognized for its quality academic model by the 

Indiana Commission for Higher Education . 

For more information on the state 's nonprofit , online university, visit 

the WGU Indiana website at indiana.wgu.edu or call 877-214-7014 . 
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