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BBQ Brings WGU Texas Online 
Learners Together, 8/14/12 
AUSTIN -When you think of online 
education, barbecue isn't the first thing 
that comes to mind. But for the 
students of WGU Texas, the state's 
only nonprofit competency-based 
online university , barbecue is 
becoming another way the school is 
building community with students, 
alumni, and faculty. 

WGU Texas uses the motto, "No matter where you are in Texas, 
you're on our campus ." This spring, the university mailed T-shirts to all 
students and alumni with the name of their town listed as the Home of 
WGU Texas. This was followed by the launch of the Tour of Texas 
BBQ, a series of student and alumni meet-ups all over the state. Last 
Friday, more than 215 students, graduates, faculty, and friends met 
face-to-face in Houston for the most recent BBQ. Stops on the tour 
thus far also included Dallas/Fort Worth and San Antonio. Students 
bring their kids, parents, and spouses, allowing them to meet their 
fellow learners and faculty mentors. It's just one of the many ways the 
university strives to create community, connect students, and provide 
a personalized educational journey for the 3,000+ working adults it 
serves. 

"What makes our university special is not that we're onlin~nline 
education has been around since the '90s," said Dr. Mark David 
Milliron, Chancellor of WGU Texas . "What makes us special is our 
commitment to high-quality, personalized learning ." 

Student comments after Friday's event make the same point: "Thank 
you so much for putting the meet-up together! My family loved it. It felt 
neat to be a part of a school that is really growing and helping so 
many people." 

Disrupting any idea of an isolating online 
experience, WGU Texas provides a 
learning environment for working adults 
that is deeply personalized. In addition to 
full-time course mentors for every subject 
area, each student is assigned a 
personal, full-time faculty member who 
provides support from day one to the day 
they cross the graduation stage. These 
student mentors focus on building meaningful relationships that 
students say make the difference in keeping them on the path to 
graduation. Even though they connect via video, phone, text , or email 
weekly , some students are meeting their mentors live at the BBQ 
meet-ups for the first time , as was the case for mentor Aminah and her 
student Gary (pictured at right) . 

Whether it's individualiz ed instruction in the Center for Writing 
Excellence or conversations on vibrant online communities , WGU 
Texas sees each student as an individual, and is committed to 
ensuring their success by providing high-quality, affordable, 
accessible education . Degree programs are rigorous and challenging, 
but allow flexibility to accommodate work and family obligations. 
Tuition is affordable at approximately $3,000 per six-month term, and 
federal financial aid is available . Students may apply at any time , and 
new six-month terms begin the first of every month. 
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WGU Texas is an accredited online university offering online bachelor's and 
master's degree programs. 

WGU National 

WGU Indiana 

WGU Missouri 

WGU Nevada 

WGU 

Tennessee 

Tuition and 

Financial A id 

About WGU Texas 

Student Portal 

Subscribe 

TEACHERS 

COLLEGE 

Licensure 

Programs 

Graduate 

Programs 

COLLEGE OF COLLEGE OF I.T . 

BUSINESS Bachelor's 

Bachelor's Programs 

Degrees Master's Programs 

Master's Degrees 

© 2017 Western Governors Urnvers1ty - WGU Texas All Rights Pnvacy Polley I Site Map I Contact Us 
Reserved 

COLLEGE OF 

HEALTH 

Bachelor's 

Degrees 

Master's Degrees 

WGU 

Washington 


	20120814 - News Release BBQ Brings WGU Texas Online Learners Together, 81412  Western Gove-1

