
WESTERN 
GOVERNORS 
UNIVERSITY. 

REQUEST INFO .._A_PP_LY_N_ow __ -+.....,J I 1.866.225.5948 

The WGU Story 

About Our Students 

About WGU Faculty 

Student and Grad 
Success 

How We're Different 

What Others Say 

Accreditation and 
Recognition 

University Governance 

Online Library 

Employment at WGU 

The Night Owl Blog 

.,, WGU Newsroom 

In the News 

Featured Coverage 

News Releases 

Profiles 

Newsletters 

Resources 

., WhyWGU 

., The WGU Experience 

DEGREES & PROGRAMS I ADMISSIONS I TUITION & FINANCIAL AID I ABOUT WGU I THE WGU EXPERIENCE 

Home : : About WGU : : WGU Newsroom : : News Releases : : Make a Resolut ion to Change Your Future, 1/3/13 

Make a Resolution to Change Your Future, 1/3/13 

Contact for media inquiries 
Joan Mitchell ~ WGU RSS Feed 
VP of Public Relations 
801.428.5463 or 
jmitchell@ wgu.edu 

More Information: 866-225-5948 

BACK TO THE NEWSROOM -+ 

News Brief - 1/3/13 
Make a Resolution to Change Your Future
Earn a Bachelor's or Master's Degree at WGU 
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A degree from an accredited online university is still a smart investment 
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SALT LAKE CITY - It's New Year's resolution time, and adults across the country are looking for ways 
to make positive changes to their lives. One resolution that can have a positive and lasting impact is 
completing a bachelor 's or master 's degree. Earning a college degree nearly doubles lifetime earning 
potential , and even during the recession , the unemployment rate for college graduates was less than half 
of what it was for those who had not completed college. For busy adults whose 2013 resolution is to 
finish their degree , nonprofit Western Governors University (WGU), www.wgu.edu , offers affordable , 
online degree programs that are recognized by employers for their quality. 

WGU has more than 50 bachelor 's and master 's degree programs in the high-demand career fields of 
business , K-12 teacher education , information technology , and health professions , including nursing . 
Courses are developed in collaboration with representatives from each industry to ensure that they meet 
employer needs. In addition , WGU regularly surveys employers of its graduates to obtain feedback 
regarding their preparation for their jobs . In the most recent employer survey, conducted by Harris 
Interactive, 97% of employers said that WGU graduates met or exceeded their expectations , and 95% 
rated the performance of WGU graduates as good as or better than graduates from other universities. 

WGU graduates also give the university high marks for academic quality and career relevance. In a 
recent survey of WGU graduates , 96% said they would recommend WGU to others. This compares very 
favorably to a national Harris Poll Online survey of new college graduates-just 59% of those surveyed 
indicated that they would recommend their college to others . WGU graduates also reported that what 
they learned was more relevant to their careers (82%), versus 65% in the national poll. 

Established in 1997 by 19 U.S. governors to expand access to quality higher education , WGU uses an 
innovative approach to teaching and learning designed to meet the needs of adult learners. This 
approach , called competency-based education , allows students to earn their degrees by demonstrating 
what they know and can do rather than spending time in class to accumulate credit hours. Students have 
24/7 access to learning resources and can study on their own schedules. WGU faculty members serve 
as mentors , working individually with students to facilitate their learning and ensure their success. 
Because students are able to move through courses as quickly as they are able, the average time to 
complete a bachelor 's degree at WGU is 35 months. 

Tuition at WGU is affordable , about $6,000 per year for most degree programs , and students may 
complete as many courses as they are able in any term for the same flat rate. Federal financial aid is 
available , and WGU also offers competitive scholarship programs. To learn about WGU's degree 
programs , financial aid, scholarship programs , and more , go to www.wgu.edu/2013. 

While many resolutions are being made at this time of year, many will be abandoned or forgotten in just a 
few months . This year, consider a resolution that can change your future-to finish a bachelor 's or 
master 's degree from an accredited online university. 
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NBC News Reports 
onWGU 

"The dreams of 19 governors 
have become [WGU Grad 
Angie Gonzalez's] dream 
fulfilled." 

-Tom Costello 
NBC Nightly News with Brian 
Williams 

Watch the video » 

Featured News 
Qi Find out why Fast 

Company calls WGU one 
of the world 's 50 most
innovative companies , 
CNN says we're "a school 
without boundaries ," and 
major news outlets from 
NPR to Bloomberg 
BusinessWeek are touting 
WGU's "potential to 
transform the higher 
education industry." 

Read about WGU in 
the news» 

Why We Are Different 
WGU has an innovative 
learning model for helping 
working adults earn bachelor's 
and master's degrees . Learn 
more about how it can help 
you. 

Watch the video » 

Take the Quiz 
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