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State Need Grant Extended to
WGU Washington Students,
5/15/13
OLYMPIA-Governor
Jay lnslee signed SSB 5195 into law today,
allowing WGU Washington students with financial need access to the
State Need Grant Program. Previously, the state-endorsed online
university was unable to participate due to technicalities in the original
language of the law, enacted long before online education was so
pervasive.
"This bill will give our students the same financial help that's available
to other low-income Washingtonians who attend public universities,
colleges, and commercial and trade schools in the state," said WGU
Washington Chancellor Jean Flaten. "Our students are mostly midcareer adults, trying to make ends meet while they work, raise
families, and go to school. To some students, the State Need Grant
will give them the help they need to pay the rent and feed their
families, and not have to choose between the two. Our students are
very grateful to the Washington Legislature and Governor lnslee. The
bill will play an important role in educating future generations of
Washingtonians who seek the flexibility online learning provides."
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See Gov. lnslee, dignitaries, and WGU Washington students who
were on hand for the signing.
Current students and people considering returning to school from all
over the state will benefit from this this new law. That includes Tricia
Elsner of Federal Way. She's a single mother of triplets, each with
varying degrees of behavioral challenges; two of the 17-year-old boys
have autism. Another is Jay Castro of Seattle. He's dealing with
several chronic health issues while working two jobs and going to
school full time. For Tricia, Jay, and so many others, State Need Grant
assistance would ease significant financial strain and help them on
their path toward achieving their dreams of a college education.
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WGU Washington's innovative model of higher education is producing
graduates with the skills to meet the advanced demands of today's
market. A recent Harris Interactive study shows that nearly 100
percent of employers who have hired a WGU graduate would not
hesitate to hire another, 98 percent agree that WGU grads meet or
exceed their expectations, and 98 percent consider WGU graduates
equal to or better prepared than graduates of other universities.
Saturday, May 18, a record number of students-543-will
graduate
from WGU Washington in its second annual commencement
ceremony at 3:00 pm at Benaroya Hall in Seattle. WGU Washington
was created by the Washington State Legislature in 2011 and
currently has 4,425 enrolled students from all over the state.
If you'd like more information about the bill's passage or would like to
speak with a student from your area or WGU Washington Chancellor
Flaten, please contact Jake Riddell at 206-512-0025,
jake.riddell@wgu.edu , or Lee Keller at 206-799-3805,
Lee@thekellergroup.com .
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WGU Washington is an accredited online university offering online bachelor's and
master's degree programs.
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