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WGU Indiana Receives $1 Million 
Grant from Lilly Endowment, 
12/5/13 
National survey shows employers have high level of satisfaction 
with WGU graduates; Grant money will allow WGU to expand on 
this commitment 

INDIANAPOLIS - WGU Indiana recently received a $1 million grant 

from Lilly Endowment Inc. as part of a larger initiative to help improve 

employment opportunities for college graduates . The grant was 
awarded through the Endowment's Initiative to Promote Opportunities 
Through Educational Collaborations. 

With this grant money, WGU Indiana will build on its efforts aimed at 
developing graduates who meet the demands of Indiana's workforce . 

These initiatives include creating new degree programs, providing 
career coaching and utilizing emerging technology to connect WGU 

Indiana graduates to job opportunities . 

WGU Indiana is committed to providing students a quality education 
that will position them to successfully compete for the high-skill jobs in 

the state . WGU recently commissioned a national survey to better 
understand what employers are looking for and how well the 
graduates are performing in the workplace. The survey, conducted by 

Harris Interactive , included Indiana employers and asked questions 
about the graduate 's preparation and job performance. 

"The survey shows that employers place high value on a WGU 
degree. This grant money will allow WGU Indiana to make an even 
larger impact on the more than 740 ,000 Hoosier adults that have 

some college , but no degree. College attainment is critical to 
workplace success, and we look forward to moving the needle and 

making a difference for both our graduates and the businesses they 
work for," said WGU Indiana Chancellor Allison Barber. 

The Harris survey included a variety of Indiana businesses. Nationally, 
the responses by employers demonstrated that WGU graduates are 

well prepared and highly valued employees : 

96 percent said that WGU graduates exceed their 
expectations . 
97 percent rated WGU graduates' job performance as good as 
or better than the job performance of graduates from other 

colleges and universities; 57 percent rated it better . 
98 percent indicated that they would be willing to hire another 

WGU graduate. 
100 percent said that the WGU graduates they hired were 
prepared for their jobs; 88 percent said they were very well or 

extremely well prepared. 

For the vast majority of adults returning to college to earn a bachelor 's 

or master's degree , advancing their careers is a main goal. While busy 

adults increasingly choose online universities for their flexibility , they 
need assurance that the degrees they earn will be respected by 
employers and will adequately prepare them . 

WGU 's innovative, competency-based education model , which earned 
the university a spot in Fast Company's 50 Most Innovative 

Companies of 2013, measures learning rather than the time a student 
spends in a classroom seat. Students earn their degrees by 
demonstrating mastery of subject matter, completing coursework 

online at any time convenient to their lives. Designed to meet the 
needs of adult learners , competency-based education allows students 
to take advantage of prior learning and experience to move quickly 
through material they already know so they can focus on what they 

still need to learn. 

To learn more about WGU Indiana, call 877-214-7014 or visit 

indiana.wgu.edu. 
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WGU Indiana is an accredited online university offering online bachelor's and 
master's degree programs. 
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