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WGU Indiana Named "Best Value 
School" by University Research & 
Review, 4/2/14 
New award recognizes schools for providing a high-value, high
quality education 

INDIANAPOLIS- Online, nonprofit WGU Indiana, in conjunction with 
its parent university Western Governors University, is one of 13 

universities honored as an inaugural Best Value School Awardee by 
University Research & Review (UR&R) , a national organization built to 

help prospective students find the right high-quality colleges and 
universities to fit their needs. 

According to UR&R's founders, the new Best Value School Award is 

"not a ranking system" and is designed to recognize institutions that 

provide a great value for their students. Awardees are chosen by a 

selection committee made up of academicians and entrepreneurs, 
who consider nominees on a case-by-case basis rather than relying 

on a one-size-fits-all metrics system . 

"Every adult considering enrolling in an online degree program shou ld 

take a close look at Western Governors University, one of the most 
unusual and innovative schools we've seen," according to the Best 
Value School Award website. "Two things stand out, besides the very 

reasonable cost , and they are: competency-based learning and the 

overwhelmingly positive reviews this school receives from its students 
and graduates ." 

WGU Indiana's more than 50 online , accredited degree programs are 

competency-based, an innovative approach to education that allows 
students to advance through their programs as soon as they're able to 

demonstrate mastery of the material. Passing courses means proving 

competencies that are defined by academic and industry experts to 
reflect the latest needs of the marketp lace. What matters is what a 
student has learned, not how they learned it. Competency-based 

education measures learning rather than time spent in class, so 
professionals with knowledge and skills from work and previous 
college experience can often move through their programs more 
quickly. And because WGU Indiana charges tuition at a flat rate per 

term regardless of how many courses are completed, saving time also 
means saving money. 

Another factor cited by the selection committee for recognizing WGU 
Indiana was its review of dozens of comme nts from current students 
and alumni , which the committee found to be overwhelmingly positive . 
WGU Indiana is a student-centric universit y, with student success as 

its No. 1 goal. The data back that up: The 2013 National Survey of 
Student Engagement found WGU Indiana's students ranked the 

university higher than the national average on a number of key 

satisfaction indicators, including : 

Quality of interactions with faculty : 9% higher 
Academic support : 9% higher 

Challenging coursework : 14% higher 
Acquisition of job -related knowledge and skills : 9% higher 
Would attend the same instituti on agai n: 28% higher 

Rating of entire educational experience : 19% higher 

WGU Indiana regularly surveys its students and graduates to gauge 
satisfaction and drive continued improvement. In a survey conducted 
last year, 97% of WGU Indiana students expressed satisfaction with 
their experie nce, with 58% saying they were "very satisfi ed." 

"We help our students achieve their dreams of a degree and career 

success by providing a personal , flexible, and affordab le education 
based on real world competencies," said WGU Indiana chancellor 

Allison Barber. "I am proud that we have been named a Best Value 
School , but I am not surprised ." 

WGU 's innovative, competency -based education model, which earned 

the university a spot in Fast Companys 50 Most Innovative 
Companies of 2013, measures learning rather than the time a student 

spends in a classroom seat. Students earn their degrees by 
demonstrating mastery of subject matter, completing coursework 

online at any time convenient to their lives. Designed to meet the 
needs of adult learners, competency-based education allows students 
to take advantag e of prior learning and experience to move quickly 
through material they already know so they can focus on what they 

still need to learn. 

For more informat ion on the Best Value School Award and WGU's 

recognition , visit www.bestvaluecolleges.org . To learn more about all 
of WGU Indiana's degree programs, call 877-214-7014 or visit 

indiana.wgu.edu. 
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