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WGU Indiana Student Wins 
Hackathon 
News Brief - 4/9/15 
Martinsville father/son team earns top honor in Indiana v. Texas 
challenge 

INDIANAPOLIS - WGU Indiana student John Schevola and his son 
Isaiah were named as the winners of the #hacklNvTX Challenge, a 

digital hackathon between application developers from Indiana and 
Texas. The series is an extended hackathon designed to build 

entrepreneurial culture, equip participants with marketable technology 
skills, and encourage professional networking across the country. 

"This Hackathon has been a great event to foster openness and 
interaction between government and citizens," said Lt. Governor Sue 
Ellspermann. "One of our administration's priorities is to encourage 

small business growth and development. Both of our Indiana winners 
will have the opportunity to work with the State and further develop 
their applications. The technology sector has evolved into a major 
economic development sector for Indiana. Tech-focused events like 

this will support and encourage more growth." 

Schevola, who is employed by AT&T, and Isaiah, a student at Indian 
Creek High School, made up the team "The Red Alert" from 
Martinsville. The team took first place in the Indiana challenge, 

sponsored by the Indiana Department of Homeland Secur ity. The 
team created an app that will assist in directing those affected by 
emergencies or natural disasters to the governmental agencies and 

non-profits to receive assistance. Their application guides users 
through a checklist of potential services that can be administered at 

specific locations, and also streamlines the process for providers by 
storing contact information in a database for quick reference. 

"Mobile applications have moved beyond merely serving as a way to 
grow a business and serve your customers , they impact our entire 
way of life by making it easier for individuals and families to 
communicate and manage our lives," said Bill Soards , president of 

AT&T Indiana. "As our dependence on wireless connectivity continues 
to grow, it's impressive to see Hoosiers like John and Isaiah Schevola 

use their technical skills in innovative ways to help our friends and 
neighbors." 

In order for John to grow his role at AT&T he elected to pursue a 
bachelor's degree in information technology . Through the corporate 

partnership arrangement between WGU and AT&T, John was eligible 
to receive a 5 percent tuition discount. John plans to graduate from 
WGU Indiana in the fall. 

"In the 21st century, there is a growing need for individuals with 
technology skill sets in Indiana's workforc e," said WGU Indiana 
Chancellor Allison Barber. "This is why WGU Indiana offers a flexible 

educational model so that our students like John can develop their 
skill sets at their jobs and in the virtual classroom when they're off the 
clock ." 

WGU Indiana has corpora te partnerships with businesses across 
Indiana , offering tuition discounts for employees seeking to further 
their education. In addition to AT&T, other partners include Springleaf 

Financial , Eskenazi Health and Fifth Third Bank. 

"WGU offered me the IT programs I desired to increase my upward 
mobility with AT&T. The HTMUCSS and Javascripting courses were 
critical to my success," John Schevola said . "I am so proud of the wor k 

my son and I have been able to do." 

The State of Indiana partnered with the Indy Chamber and TechPoint 
to run the hackathon competition . The challenge was created to 
engage students and professionals already actively contributing to the 

Indiana tech space and to seed new ventures. 
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