
WGU~ TENNESSEE REQUEST INFO APPLY NOW >earcl 

MENU A NEW KIND OF u:· 

WGU Tennessee Newsroom News Releases 

News Releases 

WGU Tennessee Marks 
Enrollment Milestone of 2,000 
Students 
Nonprofit online university has grown nearly 200 percent since 
July 2013 launch 

NASHVILLE -Twenty-one months since launching as part of Gov. 
Bill Haslam's Drive to 55 initiative, nonprofit online university WGU 
Tennessee has now enrolled more than 2,000 Tennessee adults in its 
competency-based degree programs-a 192 percent growth rate in 

less than two years. 

"WGU Tennessee is setting the gold standard for affordable, quality 

higher education tailored to the busy lives of working adults," said Dr. 
Kimberly K. Estep, WGU Tennessee chancellor. "Reaching this 
milestone so quickly is a vote of confidence for both our innovative 
competency-based model and our role in helping more Tennessee 
adults earn a college degree." 

Launched by Gov. Bill Haslam in July 2013 as part of his Drive to 55 
Alliance-a multifaceted initiative aiming to equip 55 percent of 
Tennessee's working adult population with a postsecondary credential 
by the year 2025---WGU Tennessee is an online, accredited, nonprofit 

university aimed at expanding Tennesseans' access to higher 
education. Established to meet the needs of working adults who wish 
to complete a bachelor's or master's degree and advance their 
careers, WGU Tennessee was created through a partnership between 

the state of Tennessee and nationally recognized Western Governors 
University. WGU Tennessee is ideal for busy adults with family and 
job responsibilities. 

"As we approach a different milestone-1,000 degrees granted in the 

state, which we expect to surpass in May-we hope to continue 
fulfilling our mission of helping more Tennesseans achieve the dream 

of a better life through affordable higher education," Estep said. 

WGU Tennessee offers accredited bachelor's and master's degree 

programs in business, information technology, K-12 teacher 
education, and health professions, including nursing. The online 
university uses an innovative approach to earning a degree called 
competency-based education, which measures learning rather than 
time spent in class. Students work at their own pace with one-to-one 
faculty support, completing courses and earning their degrees by 
demonstrating their mastery of subject matter-real-world 
competencies developed with employer input-rather than spending 
time in class. Competency-based learning is ideal for busy adults 
because it allows them to study on a schedule that fits their lives, and 
to apply prior learning and experience while accelerating their 
progress toward a degree. Because students can move quickly 
through material they already know and focus on what they still need 
to learn, they can save both time and money-the average time to a 
bachelor's degree is just two and a half years. 
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WGU Tennessee is an accredited online university offering online bachelor's and 
master's degree programs. 
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