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Keynote Speaker Lynn Britton, President and CEO of Mercy, 
addressed the crowd of more than 500 on Saturday 

ST. LOUIS - Lynn Britton, President and CEO of Chesterfield-based 
Mercy, on Saturday told new graduates of Missouri's online nonprofit 
university to be an inspiration to other busy adults who may have 
started, but not completed, a college degree. 

Britton delivered the keynote address to the crowd of 525 at WGU 
Missouri 's second annual commencement ceremony at the Touhill 

Performing Arts Center in St. Louis. Family and friends were gathered 
to see 63 Missourians be recognized for earning their bachelor's and 
master's degrees. 

"Every day, you are surrounded by men and women who have 

abandoned their educational plans and are sure there is no way to go 
back," Britton told the graduates. "You found the strength to go back 

so you could go forward - so share it with others . Your example may 
be all they need to begin." 

Through his work at Mercy, Britton encourages employees to seek out 
opportunities to further their education. Many of Mercy's employees 

are current students or alumni of WGU Missouri , and a partnership 
between the two organizations provides a tuition discount to Mercy 
employees who pursue an undergraduate or graduate degree at the 
state-endorsed university. 

During the ceremony, Britton was joined by three graduating students 

who shared stories of their educational journeys with WGU Missouri . 
Student speakers included : Frank Noto, M.S. Information Technology 

Management, from O'Fallon ; Kimberly Baker, M.S. Nursing 
Leadership and Management , from Independence; and Lesli Roy, 
BA Interdisciplinary Studies, from Webb City. 

Including the 63 graduates who participated in the commencement 

ceremony , a total of 198 graduates were recognized for earning their 
degrees . This graduating class brings the total number of Missourians 
who have earned degrees from the competency -based university to 
676. And with a current enrolled student body of nearly 1,600, which is 
a 50 percent increase in less than a year, WGU Missouri is on track to 
add more graduates to the Missouri workforce . This demand is why 
the state created WGU Missouri in partnership with Western 
Governo rs University in February 2013. 

"We are delighted to honor these graduates who are celebrating an 
important milestone to advance their careers and build better lives for 
their families ," said Dr. Angie Besendorfer , Chancello r of WGU 
Missouri . 'Th ere are approximately 750,000 adults in Missouri with 

some college but no degree, and these graduates illustrate the 
achievement that is possible with WGU Missouri 's flexible , 
competency-based model." 

WGU Missouri Commencement by the Numbers: 

WGU Missou ri graduates represe nt nea rly 100 cities across 
the state . 
110 undergraduate and 92 graduate degrees were conferred . 
The average age of the graduates is 39 ; the youngest grad is 

20 ; the oldest is 66 . 
88 percent of the graduates are over the age of 27 . 
42 percent of the grad uates rep rese nt the f irst genera tion in 
their fami ly to com plete college . 
Degree distribution by college : 

College of Business - 54 
Coll ege of Health Prof essions and Nur sing - 68 
Co llege of Informat ion Tec hnology - 25 
Teac hers College - 55 

WGU Missouri's online, competency-based model allows students to 
move quickly through material they already know so they can focus on 
what they still need to learn . As a result, many students are able to 
accelerate their studies, finishing faster and saving money. Tuition is 
charged at a f lat rate of $2,890 per six-month term for most programs, 
regardless of the number of courses completed. On average , students 
are able to complete a bachelor's degree in less than three years, 
many wh ile holding a full-time job and raising a family. The online 
model also enables students to enroll and study from anywhere 
across the state, and complete coursework at a schedule that works 
best for them. For more information, visit missouri.wgu.edu. 
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