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While state budget talks continue, new online college could get an 
invite (and state money) to come to NC 
Posted By Sarah Ovaska-Few On August 28, 2015 @ 11: 16 am In News I Comments Disabled 

It's certainly not the highest-profile issue, but the new $21. 74 billion state budget (whenever it does get passed) 

could usher in a new approach to higher education in the state . 

Earlier House and Senate versions of the budget endorsed giving Western Governors University, an online-based 

higher education system, a bigger footprint in the state, and one propped up with taxpayer money. 

At this point, there are more questions than answers about what will end up in the final state budget, with House 

and Senate lawmakers now two months behind issuing a budget for the next two years . 

Western Governors University. [ll or WGU, is a non-profit online college, 

started in 1995 by a bipartisan group of governors in the western part of the 

country . It specializes in reaching out to "part-way home" students , those 

that had taken some college courses but because of life or family choices 

before obtaining a degree . 

WGU [ll 

WGU headquarters in Utah 

(Click here (21 to read a previous article about WGU's foray into North Carolina.) 

It costs students approximately $3,000 for unlimited classes during a 6-month period and uses a competency-based 

model, where students can get credits for classes if they al ready know the material and can pass a test showing 

that. 

Here in North Carolina, Gov. Pat McCrory is in favor of bringing WGU to the state, and had a meeting at the 

Executive Mansion in November with Robert Mendenhall, the CEO of the Utah-based University. 

In their proposal, House members suggested letting students attending WGU to tap into a $90 million pool of state 

money used for need-based aid to students attending private colleges in the state . 

The Senate took a different approach, and would give the Utah-based college [3l $2 million in state money to set up 

shop here, with the possibility of drawing down $5 million more if private funds are also raised. 

As expected, WGU has both proponents and critics . 

It's hailed by supporters as a fairly low-cost way for older students who may be busy working to finish their 

degrees, while critics say it offers an inferior education and undermines existing offerings at universities and 

community colleges. 

The $6,000 annual cost for a year at WGU is much lower than what for-profit online colleges like the University of 

Phoenix and Strayer University can cost . 

But it is on par, or close to what UNC system institutions charged this year in tuition and fees, which range from 

$4,655 a year at Elizabeth City State University to $8,407 at N.C. State University for the 2015-16 school year. 

WGU currently has a six-year graduation rate of 38 percent, a rate they hope to increase , which is much lower than 

the 63.1 percent that graduate from UNC institutions in six years . 

Not everyone's thrilled at the prospect of WGU coming to the state. 
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John Fennebresque, the chair of the University of North Carolina's Board of Governors, says the state's existing 

higher education institutions can do more for North Carolina-based students than WGU can. 

He attended the November meeting McCrory had with WGU in November . 

" We can do all that within the (UNC) system," Fennebresque said in an interview this week with N.C. Policy Watch. 

He added, "I saw nothing that they offer that we don't or can't do." 
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