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WGU Indiana Commencement 
Honors Largest Class To-Date 
News Brief - 9/28/15 
The online, nonprofit university welcomed nearly 1,000 new 
alumni at a ceremony highlighted by keynote speaker Lieutenant 
Governor Sue Ellspermann 

INDIANAPOLIS -Saturday morning, 916 WGU Indiana graduates 
were recognized at the online university's commencement ceremony, 
held at the Indiana Convention Center. Along with their diplomas, 
each graduate was also presented a tuition voucher worth $200 as a 
way to pay their experience forward to friends or family members. 

Over the last five years, WGU Indiana has brought its innovative 
brand of competency-based education to Hoosiers in a way that is 
both flexible and affordable. The university has seen tremendous 
year-over-year growth since its establishment in 2010. This is 
demonstrated in the 2015 class, which features 634 graduates 
earning bachelor's degrees and 282 receiving their master's degrees 
from one of WGU Indiana's four disciplines - business, health care, 
education and information technology. Overall, the Class of 2015 
represents 135 percent growth of last year's record-breaking class. 

"Each year since 2010 we have welcomed more graduates as WGU 
alumni and each year we prepare more Hoosiers for the careers of the 
21st century," said WGU Indiana Chancellor, Allison Barber. "WGU 
students work for the biggest, most successful companies in Indiana. 
Completing their college degree not only transforms their own lives, it 
measurably impacts Indiana's economy." 

Lieutenant Governor Sue Ellspermann delivered the keynote address 
to the crowd of graduates and guests. As part of Indiana's focus on 
workforce development, Lt. Gov. Ellspermann currently serves as the 
Vice Chair of the Indiana Career Council. Her address focused on the 
role WGU Indiana graduates will have to play in the economic future 
of the state. 

"We have been extremely successful in bringing new jobs our state 
and growing our economy. One of our challenges is to provide an 
educated and trained workforce to fill these new positions. WGU is 
helping us meet our workforce development goals through its creative 
option of higher education. WGU graduates are well prepared for the 
careers of the 21st-century workplace. 

Sharing the stage with Chancellor Barber and Lt. Gov. Ellspermann 
were graduates selected to address their class. Among those 
speakers were: 

Tim Ehlerding (Decatur, IN) - Tim started his MBA at age 52, 
unwilling to kick up his feet and coast through the rest of his 
career. As the Executive Director of the Wells County 
Economic Development Corporation, Tim already had a 
successful, well-established career but he was not keen on the 
idea of settling and aimed to challenge himself through 
additional education. 
Meghann lsgan (Noblesville , IN) - Meghann chose WGU 
Indiana to finish her bachelor 's degree because of the 
guaranteed 54-credit transfer policy for applicants who already 
have an associate's degree and because WGU represented 
the best value for her dollar. As Meghann was moving rapidly 
through the program, her world was flipped upside down when 
she and her husband were blessed to have conceived a child . 
In order to focus on her pregnancy, Meghann and her mentor 
Sarah Bizzaro laid out a plan for her to dial back to a different 
pace. Once her son was born, Meghann was able to complete 
her degree while staying home and consulting on the side. 
WGU's flexibility and the malleability of the competency-based 
model proved perfect for her situation. 
Lisa Stahley (Mooresville, IN) - Lisa was waiting for the 
'perfect time' to go back to school. Despite her technical know
how , she hit promotion walls in her career because she didn't 
have a degree to demonstrate her knowledge. Over the last 
four years, Lisa completed her bachelor's degree in Business 
Information Technology Management on her own time , while 
working, getting married, and settling down with her husband 
and two young boys. Her experience speaks volumes and her 
career path is brighter than ever with a college degree in
hand . 
Teresa Stanford (Indianapolis , IN) - Teresa had completed a 

bachelor's degree in management from Purdue University, but 
felt a calling to become a nurse. She enrolled at Ivy Tech 
Community College and graduated valedictorian with an 
associate's degree in nursing (ASN). Unfortunately Teresa 
was not able to train and lead other nurses in a hospital setting 
without a bachelor's degree in nursing (BSN), so she enrolled 
at WGU Indiana with full transfer assurance as an Ivy Tech 
graduate . In less than two years Teresa finished her degree, 
and this summer she began as the manager of Franciscan 
Senior Health and Wellness . 

The Class of 2015 by the numbers: 

Total graduates : 916 
Undergraduate: 634; Graduate: 282 
Total walking in commencement: 292 
Average age of graduates: 36 
Average degree completion time: 26 months 
Percentage of first-generation college students: 4 7 .3% 
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