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Top Military-Friendly School 
Honors Texans Who Served 
News Brief - 10/28/15 
WGU Texas Spotlights Successful Veteran Students, Graduates; 
Awards Scholarships 

AUSTIN-Even with an improving economy, the transition from 
military to civilian life and navigating the job market can be challenging 
for the more than 1.5 million veterans in Texas. This Veterans Day, 
WGU Texas is honoring those who served and those who are 
continuing to make sacrifices to protect our country through the WGU 
Texas Salute to Veterans Scholarship and the WGU Texas Military 
Appreciation Scholarship . 

Western Governors University, the parent University of WGU Texas, 
has been honored six consecutive years by Military Advanced 
Education Magazine as a Top Military-Friendly School and five 
consecutive years as a Military Friendly® School. WGU Texas' degree 
programs are designed to provide the kind of flexibility that 
nontraditional students like military service members and their families 
need. 

Veteran graduate, Jack Neal of Corpus Christi, saw higher education 
as important to his career, but prior to WGU Texas he encountered 
obstacles to getting a degree. 

"I was told in the past that if you had a degree, you would have the 
job. For too long I struggled to find a way to juggle my work 
responsibilities with a full-time college schedule. When they say WGU 
Texas is military-friendly, I'm living proof that it is. Competency-based 
education and affordable tuition put a college degree within reach," 
said Neal, who recently completed his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Information Technology Management at WGU Texas. 

"We know that nontraditional students - including active-duty military 
personnel, veterans, and their families and dependents - often 
struggle to see higher education as affordable and accessible," said 
Veronica Vargas Stidvent, Chancellor of WGU Texas. "WGU Texas is 
working with our active-duty military and veterans to change that , 
putting that college degree and the job opportunities that accompany 
it, within reach." 

Research bears out that the hurdles to obtaining higher education are 
substantial in Texas. According to the recently released WGU Texas 
Higher Education Poll, 67 percent of Texans said they need more 
education and training to get the kind of job or career they wanted. 
Even so, the survey found that more than half of respondents have no 
plans to return to school. Seventy-seven percent cited cost as the 
leading obstacle to a degree, followed by family and work 
responsibiliti es (71 percent and 69 percent respectively). 

Of the more than 50,000 students enrolled in WGU nationwide (more 
than 7,100 in Texas), more than 3,000 are active-duty military 
personn el, veterans or dependent family members of military 
personnel. 

In the past year, WGU Texas has awarded military scholarships to 
students from Arlington to Houston and San Angelo to San Antonio. 
WGU Texas' Military Scholarships have helped military personnel , 

retired military, veterans, and military spouses as they work to earn 
bachelor's or master's degrees through any of WGU Texas' more than 

50 online degree programs. All programs at WGU Texas are approved 
for education benefits by the Department of Veteran Affairs . 
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