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WGU Indiana Awards 3,000th 
Degree 
News Brief- 1/21/16 
Affordable tuition and convenience spur Indiana's online 
university to significant milestone in less than six years 

INDIANAPOLIS-WGU Indiana Chancellor Allison Barber today 
announced that the university has reached it 3,000th graduate in less 
than six years. WGU Indiana was established in 2010 by former 
Governor Mitch Daniels as an alliance between the state and Western 
Governors University to expand access to higher education for 
Hoosiers and increase the percentage of the state's adult population 

with education beyond high school. 

"I'm pleased to learn that WGU Indiana has graduated its 3,000th 
student in less than six years," said Indiana Governor Mike Pence. 
"This outstanding milestone is a testament to the steadfast and 
tireless work of the entire WGU team and its many students here in 
the Hoosier state. I am thankful that WGU Indiana offers these 

educational opportunities while allowing balance between school, 
work, and family." 

Over the last five years, WGU Indiana has maintained its focus on 
competency-based, individualized learning, allowing students to move 
quickly through areas where they have prior experience. Convenience 
and affordability have come to define the WGU Indiana student 
experience. Tuition has remained at $6,000 per year, and with the 
help of WGU's responsible borrowing initiative, the three-year student 

default rate is 5%, which is less than half the national average. 

"WGU Indiana has expanded accessibility to higher education by 
lowering costs and helping students make smart financial choices 
about their futures," said Chancellor Allison Barber. "The average 
WGU student sees a full return on investment in the first three years 

after graduating." 

Indianapolis graduate Angela Noland was a part of the 3,000th 
graduate cohort, completing her MSN in Education coursework in 
December 2015. 

"I work full time as a nurse and I wanted a university that was flexible 
where I could take classes at my own pace," said Norland, who is 
currently employed by Riley Hospital for Children at IU Health. "I 
appreciated the experience I received from WGU because it allowed 

me to contribute to new areas in my workplace and gain valuable 
leadership experience." 
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