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High Five: WGU Texas Celebrates 
5th Anniversary, Graduate 
Milestone 
News Brief - 8/4/16 
Proclamations from Gov. Greg Abbott, City of Austin Laud WGU 
Texas' Success 

AUSTIN -With proclamations from Texas Gov. Greg Abbott and the 
City of Austin, WGU Texas officially kicked off celebrations of its fifth 
anniversary in Texas this week. The non-profit, online university was 
designed to expand access to higher education for more Texans. 

Established by the state of Texas in 2011 through a partnership with 
nationally recognized Western Governors University, WGU Texas' 
innovative competency-based education has expanded access and 
made higher education more accessible and affordable for adult 
learners. 

WGU Texas marks not only its fifth anniversary this month, but also 
recently celebrated its 5,000th graduate. 

"With more than 7,600 students currently enrolled and 5,000 
graduates, WGU Texas is proud of our work to help meet the state's 
higher education degree goals, while partnering with employers to 
deliver the highly skilled workforce they need to stay competitive," said 
WGU Texas Chancellor Veronica Vargas Stidvent. "The real success 
stories, though, are our students." 

To honor the anniversary of WGU Texas, Gov. Greg Abbott issued a 
proclamation that commended WGU Texas' work and "commitment to 
providing a rigorous, well-rounded education" noting that the success 

of WGU Texas "will be mirrored in the achievements of its students for 
generations to come." 

The City of Austin also recognized WGU Texas with a proclamation 
during their City Council Meeting on Thursday as the non-profit 
university prepares to hold its annual commencement ceremony in 
Austin on Saturday, Sept. 17 at the Frank Erwin Center. 

WGU Texas uses an innovative approach called competency-based 
education, which measures learning rather than time spent in class. 
Competency -based education is a good fit for working business 
professionals because it allows them to study and learn at their own 
pace and advance as soon as they have mastered course materials. 
Students have 24/7 access to their course materials, and faculty 
members provide one-on-one support. Terms are six months long, 
and students pay a flat rate of $3,000 per term for most programs , 
regardless of the number of courses completed. Because WGU Texas 
programs are self-paced, many students are able to accelerate their 
studies , finishing their degree sooner , which saves them both time and 
money. As a result, the average time to complete a bachelor's degree 
at WGU Texas is less than three years . 

For more information about the WGU Texas programs, please visit 
http://texas.wgu.edu . 
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