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Eric Holcomb
Governor of Indiana

Eric Holcomb is the 51st Governor of  Indiana.

A lifelong Hoosier, Gov. Holcomb is a veteran of  the
United States Navy, served as the state’s 51st Lt. Gover-
nor, was a trusted advisor to both Governor Mitch
Daniels and Senator Dan Coats, and was a former state
chairman of  the Indiana Republican Party.

He was elected governor in November 2016, following
an unprecedented 106-day campaign, and was sworn in
on January 9, 2017.

Already, Gov. Holcomb is moving our state forward. He led the way for the largest long-
term infrastructure investment in our state’s history, with the 20-year Next Level Roads
program, which will invest $4.7 billion for roads and bridges in the first five years alone.
To meet our state’s rapidly changing workforce needs, he unveiled the Next Level Jobs
program to help get more Hoosiers into high-demand, high-wage jobs. 

In his first legislative session as governor, he rallied bipartisan support from Indiana law-
makers to expand pre-K for low-income Hoosier kids, and he unveiled Next Level Re-
covery—a one-stop shop for information and resources on the state’s comprehensive and
community-based effort to fight the opioid crisis. All of  this work is underscored by Gov.
Holcomb’s commitment to providing great government service for Hoosier taxpayers. 

He has a mission to make Indiana competitive in the global economy by “bringing the
world to Indiana and taking Indiana to the world.” So far, the governor has met with of-
ficials and industry leaders in the United Kingdom, Japan, Hungary, France, and more
to showcase Indiana’s assets and build global economic ties. 

Throughout his career in service, he has earned a reputation of  being a consensus
builder. He has traveled extensively throughout the state—talking with folks wherever he
goes about how to make Indiana an even better place to live, work, and play. A lifelong
basketball fan, Gov. Holcomb has shot and made a basket in each of  Indiana’s ninety-
two counties.

The governor is a graduate of  Pike High School in Indianapolis and Hanover College in
southeastern Indiana, where he majored in U.S. History with a focus on the American
Civil War and the Reconstruction Era. He is a collector of  presidential signatures and
currently has documents signed by forty-two of  our nation’s forty-four presidents.

He and his wife, Janet, live with their dog, Henry, in the Governor’s Residence on North
Meridian Street in Indianapolis.

Commencement Speaker



Commencement Program
PROCESSIONAL

Music provided by Candlewood Strings
NATIONAL ANTHEM
Sophie Rosenbaum

Member of  the Indianapolis Children's Choir

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS 
Dr. Allison Barber

Chancellor, WGU Indiana 

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
The Honorable Eric Holcomb

Governor, State of  Indiana

GRADUATE SPEAKERS
Sean Copeland

B.S. Business Management
Indianapolis, IN

DeAnna Klingbeil
M.S. Nursing Leadership and Management

Ixonia, WI

Michael Updike
B.S. Information Technology

Indianapolis, IN

Heyde Mitchell
Master of  Business Administration

Fort Wayne, IN

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES
Dr. Allison Barber

Chancellor, WGU Indiana

CLOSING REMARKS
Scott D. Pulsipher

President, Western Governors University 

RECESSIONAL 



Our Mission
The principal mission of  Western Governors University

is to improve quality and expand access to
post-secondary educational opportunities by providing

a means for individuals to learn independent of
time or place and to earn competency-based degrees

and other credentials that are credible to both
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We help our students achieve their dreams for a degree

and career success by providing a personal, flexible, and
affordable education based on real-world competencies.
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