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Indianapolis Residents to Speak at 
WGU's First Regional 
Commencement 
News Brief- 10/21/17 
500 graduates from over 25 states will gather downtown Oct. 21 

INDIANAPOLIS-Gov. Eric Holcomb will address 500 Western 

Governors University (WGU) graduates on Saturday, Oct. 21, at the 
university's first regional commencement, hosted by WGU Indiana. 

"WGU is helping students earn the degrees they need, not only to 
advance their careers, but also to help fill thousands of jobs that 
require the skills and knowledge they possess," Gov. Holcomb said . 
"I'm delighted to have been invited to speak at WGU's regional 

commencement. I will congratulate the graduates for their hard work 
and commitment to completing their college degree, often in the face 
of apparent obstacles and competing demands for their time." 

WGU Indiana graduates and Indianapolis residents Michael Updike 
and Sean Copeland will be among four student speakers at the 10 

a.m. ceremony at the Indiana Convention Center. Updike, who earned 
a bachelor of science degree in information technology from WGU, 
began the program working as an IT help desk analyst. Today, he 
proudly serves as the IT director for The Oaks Academy, one of the 

most prestigious private schools in Indiana. "My education at WGU 
helped me take the Oaks Academy's technology infrastructure to new 
heights of sophistication," said Updike . Copeland, well known in 

Central Indiana as the popular morning show host of Soft Rock 
B105.7, says he returned to college to complete his bachelor's degree 
"WGU removed all the barriers that stood between me and degree 

completion," notes Sean Copeland, another WGU graduate with a 
Bachelor of Science in Business Management. 

WGU Indiana expects to host a crowd of over 2,000, including 
graduates and their guests, from more than 25 states. WGU Indiana 
graduates attending will number 310 and represent more than 175 

towns or cities across the state. 

Prior to and following the commencement ceremony, WGU Indiana is 
hosting a "Meet Indiana" experience in the Indiana Convention 

Center's lobby. The expo-style event is designed to engage graduates 

and guests with Indiana employers, including Indiana Economic 
Development Corporation, Indiana Department of Workforce 
Development, Indiana Department of Tourism Development, Indiana 
State Personnel Development, Downtownlndy, OneMain Financial, 

TechPoint and more. Following the event, food trucks will be available 
on Georgia St. from 11 a.m. to 1 :30 p.m. 

"We're extremely proud of our graduates and pleased to honor them 

for their accomplishments," said WGU Indiana Chancellor Allison 
Barber. "About 95 percent of WGU Indiana graduates currently work in 

our state. By earning a college degree, they're helping to create a 
pipeline of qualified talent to fill some of Indiana's current and future 

workforce needs." 

WGU's online degree programs enable students to complete courses 

as soon as they demonstrate that they have mastered the content, 
enabling them to move quickly through material they already know 

and spend more time on what they still need to learn. As a result, 
many students are able to accelerate their studies, finishing faster and 
saving money. The average time to complete a WGU bachelor's 
degree is about two-and-a-half years. WGU's tuition of about $6,000 a 

year for most degree programs makes it more affordable for working 
adults to go back to school. 
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