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Choose an Online Program to Become a 
Licensed Teacher 
Before enrolling, ensure your online degree program can lead to an initial teaching license in your 

state, experts say. 

By Jordan Friedman 

.(httgs://www.usnews.com/togics/author/jordan-friedman). , Editor 

I Feb. 20, 2018, at 8:00 a.m. 



Online learners can typically complete their student-teaching 

requirement at a school near their home. (AndreyPopov/Getty Images) 

Julie Young worked for several years with low-income youth 

through Head Start, a federally-funded program, before 

deciding to earn her teaching license. 

The 47-year-old Iowa resident says she wanted to teach 

elementary or middle school students at a local public school. 

Earning a license typically requires a bachelor's degree 

.(httP-s://www.usnews.com/best-colleges). or even a master's in 

some states. At the time, Young had an associate degree 

.(httP-s://www.usnews.com/education/articles/2014/08/04/how

e m P-I OY.ers-vi ew-a n-a s soci ate-degree) .. 

She turned to the online Western Governors UniversitY. 

.(httP-s://www.usnews.com/best-colleges/western-governors

universitY.-33394)., initially enrolling in the online teaching 

bachelor's program in interdisciplinary studies with a focus on 

elementary education. During the program, she also worked as 

a paraeducator - a teacher's aide - for special needs children. 

She enjoyed the experience, she says, and switched to WGU's 

online bachelor's in SP-ecial education 

.(httP-s://www.usnews.com/education/online

education/sP-ecial-education-bachelors-degree).. 

[Explore what emP-IOY.ers think of online master's degrees in 

education. (//www.usnews.com/ education/ on I ine

education/articles/2O15/O2/13/what-emP-IOY.ers-think-of-Y.ou r

on Ii ne-masters-i n-ed ucati on )J 

"I have three other kids, and I also have a very busy life. So I 

really wanted an option that would flt my schedule," the recent 

graduate says. She also passed the Iowa state licensing exam, 



and this fall will start as a sixth-grade special education 

teacher. 

The road to becoming a licensed school teacher can be 

complex for any student to navigate. Prospective students 

researching colleges or graduate schools online 

_{httRs://www. us news. com/education/ on Ii ne-ed ucation )_ to 

launch a career as an educator should conduct thorough 

research and speak with their enrollment or academic adviser, 

experts say. 

Here are five questions someone seeking a teaching license 

should ask when looking into online education degrees. 

1. Will the degree program lead to licensure in your state? 

Online students at a college or university may live across the 

country. Each state has different requirements for receiving an 

initial teaching certification. Before enrolling, experts say 

students should check whether an online Rrogram is accredited 

_{httRs://www.usnews.com/higher-education/online

education/articles/2017-06-12/how-to-check-if-an-online

Rrogram-is-accredited-follow-5-steP-s). and can lead to licensure 

in the state where they plan to teach. 



Drexel University_(httP-s://www.usnews.com/education/online

education/drexel-university-212054). Online's Bachelor of 

Science in education leads to teacher certification in 

Pennsylvania, though most on line students live within 100 

miles of the school, says Sarah Ulrich, the school's associate 

dean for teacher education. Experts say students from out of 

state may still be able to become certified elsewhere; the 

requirements for this process vary by state and may include 

additional coursework and exams. 

2. What previous education do you have? If prospective 

students have an associate degree, some college experience or 

no degree at all, they should move into a bachelor's program 

that leads to licensure, says Angie Besendorfer, academic vice 

president of the teacher's college at Western Governors. If 

prospective students already have a bachelor's in a field other 

than education, they can pursue a Master of Arts in teaching 

_(httP-s://www.usnews.com/education/online

education/teaching-masters-degree) . that can also lead to initial 

licensure, she says. 

Prospective students who plan to teach a specific subject, such 

as social studies or mathematics, should also look at their 

previous education, experts say. A student with aspirations to 

become a high school biology teacher, for example, who didn't 

complete any previous coursework in the subject may consider 

an online teaching bachelor's program dedicated to that 

discipline. 

[Learn five reasons online education builds good teachers . 

.(//www.usnews.com/education/online-learning: 

lessons/articles/2017-03-31 / 5-reasons-on I ine-g rad uate

education-P-rograms-bui Id-good-teachers )J 



If a student has a bachelor's and wants to teach the subject he 

or she majored in during college, the online Master of Arts in 

teaching can be a good way to go, Besendorfer says. 

3. Is online education right for you? Teachers often interact 

with students and colleagues face to face. Aspiring teachers, 

experts say, should determine whether they would prefer the 

flexibilitY-of online education 

.(httP-s://www.usnews.com/education/online

education/articles/2016-06-02/6-guestions-to-ask-about

flexibility-in-online-degree-P-rograms). over the in-person 

interaction they would get on a physical campus, though there 

will generally be an on-site student-teaching component 

regardless of format. 

4. What does the early field experience component look like? 

Before starting student teaching, students typically complete a 

field-based experience which may involve observing a 

classroom setting, tutoring or interviewing teachers. 

In the UniversitY-of Southern California 

_(httP-s://www.usnews.com/education/online

education/universitY--of-southern-california-123961). Rossier 

School of Education's online Master of Arts in Teaching, 



students initially watch videos of teaching and then transition 

to practicing both at a local school as well as virtually, says 

John Pascarella, the program's chair and an associate 

professor of clinical education. 

Earlier on in a teaching program, online students may need to 

flt in their field experience on top of their jobs if they're working, 

Besendorfer says. "You work that out on your own schedule. So 

maybe you take a vacation day, or maybe you do it when you 

can flt it in and you move your shift around, or whatever." 

[Discover what to know about working while getting an online 

degree. (//www.usnews.com/education/online-learning: 

lessons/articles/2017-06-09/3-things-to-know-about-working: 

while-getting-an-online-degree)J 

5. How does student-teaching later in the program work for 

online students? Though many online learners may work full 

time (httQs://www.usnews.com/ education/ on I ine-learn i ng: 

lessons/articles/2017-02-10/4-reasons-online-learning-works

well-for-working-adults). upon starting their program, they will 

most likely need to leave their jobs as they near the end of the 

program to start the student-teaching component, says Ulrich, 

from Drexel. 

Typically, online students are placed in schools near where they 

live, school officials say. Specific student-teaching 

requirements can vary by state; it generally lasts a few months. 

''That's a significant chunk of time where they're likely not going 

to be able to bring in a typical paycheck," Ulrich says, adding 

that it's important for students to plan ahead. 



Trying to fund your online education? Get tips and more in the 

U.S. News Paying for Online Education 

(https://www.usnews.com/education/online

education/features/paying-for-online-education) center. 
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Jordan Friedman 

.{httP-s:llwww.usnews.com/toP-ics/author/jordan-friedman). is 

an online education (httgs:llwww .usnews .com/education/online

education)_ editor at U.S. News. You can follow him on Twitter 

.(httgs://twitter .com/jordanfriedman8)_ or email him 

at jfriedman@usnews .com (mailto:jfriedman@usnews .com)_. 
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