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Our Mission
The principal mission of  Western Governors University

is to improve quality and expand access to 
post-secondary educational opportunities by providing a

means for individuals to learn independent of  time or
place and to earn competency-based degrees and other

credentials that are credible to both academic 
institutions and employers.

Our Promise
We help our students achieve their dreams for a degree

and career success by providing a personal, flexible, and
affordable education based on real-world competencies.

wgu.edu 



Dear Graduates,

On behalf  of  all of  us at WGU, I want to
congratulate you and welcome you to our
commencement celebration. We recognize
and respect the hard work and sacrifices you
have made to complete your degree, and
today is your day to celebrate this important
milestone in your life.

We share your excitement and pride in this
achievement—one that has the potential to

make a real difference for you, your family, and even future generations.
As you join the ranks of  the more than 100,000 WGU graduates, we hope
you will stay in touch through our Alumni Relations.

Again, thank you for coming today. We are so grateful for the opportunity
to share this day with you and your family. Congratulations!

Scott D. Pulsipher, President
Western Governors University

Message from the President



Bill Stainton  

Bill Stainton is a multiple Emmy Award-winning
TV producer, writer, and performer; an author; a
business humorist; and an internationally-
recognized Beatles expert. He blends the business
smarts he learned from 20 years in corporate
management with the show biz sparks he garnered
from working with people like Jerry Seinfeld, Ellen
DeGeneres, and Bill Nye the Science Guy to create
entertaining and enlightening presentations

enjoyed by audiences around the world. 

As the executive producer of  Seattle’s legendary comedy TV show Almost Live!,
Bill led a talented and highly creative team to unparalleled success: a #1 rating
for ten straight years, and over 100 Emmy Awards (29 of  which went to Bill). At
the same time, he also owned his own corporate training company, authoring
nine training programs in subjects ranging from Office Politics, to Customer
Service, to Team Motivation. He’s been quoted in The Wall Street Journal and
Forbes, and is a regular columnist for Seattle Business magazine.

As a keynote speaker and trainer, Bill speaks on topics such as leadership,
creativity, and producing under pressure. His TEDx talk has been called a
“must-watch,” and he’s a frequent guest on radio shows and podcasts. More
importantly, Bill is absolutely committed to the idea of  lifelong learning. And it’s
in lifelong learning that Bill shares a bond with every student and graduate of
Western Governors University.

Commencement Speaker



Master’s
Ceremony Program

PROCESSIONAL

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Amy Ballweber Allen, Helena, MT

M.S. Special Education 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS
Dr. Tonya Drake 

Chancellor, WGU Washington 

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Bill Stainton 

GRADUATE SPEAKERS
Annajean Ramirez, Lemoore, CA

M.S. Nursing Education

Jacqueline Zappey, Port Orchard, WA
M.S. Curriculum and Instruction 

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES
Dr. Marni Baker Stein

Provost and Chief  Academic Officer, Western Governors University

Teachers College
College of  Business

College of  Health Professions
College of  Information Technology 

CLOSING REMARKS
Dr. Marni Baker Stein

Provost and Chief  Academic Officer, Western Governors University

RECESSIONAL 



Member Governors

Alaska
The Honorable
Bill Walker

Arizona
The Honorable
Doug Ducey

California
The Honorable
Jerry Brown

Colorado
The Honorable
John Hickenlooper

Guam
The Honorable
Eddie Baza Calvo

Hawaii
The Honorable
David Ige

Idaho
The Honorable
C. L. “Butch” Otter

Indiana
The Honorable
Eric Holcomb

Montana
The Honorable
Steve Bullock

Nebraska
The Honorable
Pete Ricketts

Nevada
The Honorable
Brian Sandoval

New Mexico
The Honorable
Susana Martinez

North Dakota
The Honorable
Doug Burgum 

Oklahoma
The Honorable
Mary Fallin

Oregon
The Honorable
Kate Brown

South Dakota
The Honorable
Dennis Daugaard

Texas
The Honorable
Greg Abbott

Utah
The Honorable
Gary R. Herbert

Washington
The Honorable
Jay R. Inslee

Wyoming
The Honorable
Matt Mead

The Honorable Jim Geringer, Chairman
Governor, Wyoming 1995 - 2003

The Honorable Michael O. Leavitt, Chairman, Emeritus
Governor, Utah 1993 - 2003



Board of Trustees

John W. Bluford III
President, Bluford Healthcare 
Leadership Institute; Former 
President, Truman Medical Centers

Cole Clark
Executive Director, Higher Education
Client Relations Deloitte Services, LP;
Former Global VP for Education and
Research, Oracle Corporation

Dr. Therese (Terry) Crane
President, Crane Associates;
Former Executive with Apple and AOL

Robert Evanson
Former President, McGraw-Hill 
Education

Joseph Fuller
Professor of  Management Practice
and Co-Director of  the Managing the
Future of  Work Project,
Harvard Business School

The Honorable 
Gary R. Herbert
Governor, State of Utah

The Honorable
John Hickenlooper
Governor, State of Colorado

Tammy Johns
CEO, Strategy & Talent;
Former Executive, Manpower Group

Lenny Mendonca
Director Emeritus,
McKinsey & Company

Scott D. Pulsipher
President,
Western Governors University

David Simmons
President,
Simmons Media Group

Dr. Samuel H. Smith
President Emeritus,
Washington State University

Charles W. Sorenson 
MD, FACS
President and CEO Emeritus,
Intermountain Healthcare

Jessie Woolley-Wilson
CEO & President,
Dreambox Learning

Chairman

The Honorable Jim Geringer
Director, Policy & Public Sector, ESRI

Governor, State of  Wyoming (1995 – 2003)



GET SOCIAL
Share in the commencement

excitement!
Tag your posts with #WGUgrad


