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Ohio partners with Western Governors University
to o�er online university
By Rachel Abbey McCafferty
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Western Governors University President Scott D. Pulsipher and Ohio Department of Higher Education

Chancellor John Carey on Thursday, June 21, announced the partnership establishing WGU Ohio.
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The state of Ohio and nonprofit, Salt Lake City-based Western Governors University have teamed up to

establish WGU Ohio, an online, competency-based university with offices in Columbus.

WGU Ohio will offer accredited bachelor's and master's degrees in business, K-12 teacher education,

information technology and health professions, including nursing, according to a news release. The

university will not receive state funding and will instead rely on tuition.

Rebecca L. Watts will lead WGU Ohio as its chancellor, the release stated. Watts in the past served as

associate vice chancellor at the Ohio Department of Higher Education.

"WGU's affordability and online, competency-based learning model provide another option for busy adults

to earn a degree as they balance work and family responsibilities," Ohio Department of Higher Education

chancellor John Carey said in the release. "WGU Ohio was established as a priority of Governor Kasich's

administration to provide affordable, career-focused education for all Ohioans."

The release stated that WGU's tuition is charged at a flat rate of about $6,500 per year for most bachelor's

degree programs and about $7,500 per year for most master's degree programs. And the competency-

based, online model lets students work at their own pace. Students can begin a term on the first day of any

month.

WGU says it already has almost 2,200 students and more than 2,700 graduates in Ohio, according to a fact

sheet. The new school expects to begin enrolling students Aug. 1.

This has been in the works for a while. Carey endorsed WGU Ohio on behalf of the Ohio Department of

Higher Education; this was authorized by the Ohio General Assembly and signed by Gov. John Kasich on

June 30, 2017, the release stated. Carey signed programmatic approvals by the Department of Higher

Education in February 2018.

The fact sheet said that establishing the Ohio-based subsidiary lends the university some credibility and

allows resources to be dedicated to awareness in the state.
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